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thousand 
take up 
the cross 


THREE OUT of four people 
attending church in the 
Diocese are wearing an 
Oxford Diocesan millenni- 
um cross. So far 32,000 
have been ordered. 

The specially designed 
cross set against a dark blue 
‘O’ for Oxford was inspired 
by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s suggestion that 
Christians should wear a 
cross in this Millennium 
year. Two crosses have been 
sent to the Archbishop and 
in response he wrote: ‘I am 
thrilled that your Diocese is 
going with this idea and have 
been disappointed that the 
suggestion that I have 
pushed around in many 
parts of the Church has not 
produced the desired reac- 
tion! But well done, Oxford. 
I shall wear mine with pride.’ 


The crosses are also helping 
mission. Profits from sales - 
£9,000 to date - are going to 
the Bishop’s Outreach Fund 
which gives grants to a vari- 
ety of projects all over the 
world. In 1999 for instance 
£2,000 went to the 
Emmanuel Project in Brazil 
which offers a new life to 
street children. 

Orders for the crosses are 
being handled by the monks 
and nuns of Burford Priory 
in West Oxfordshire. In 
charge of their despatch is 
Brother Philip who says that 
the orders have sometimes 

Why did you buy a cross? 

Have you a story to tell about the 
Diocesan cross or about the 
prayer card? Please tell The 
DOOR. The address is on page 3. 
e-mail: door@oxford.anglican.org 


been overwhelming, taking 
up even the community’s 
recreation time. Some enthu- 
siastic customers have 
turned up on the doorstep. 
Among them was a woman 
wanting 20 crosses to take 
back to her church in Texas. 

The idea for the Diocesan 
cross and prayer card came 
from the Bishop of Reading, 
who says: ‘It is great to know 
that tens of thousands of people 
are wearing the Diocesan cross 
as an outward witness to the 
Christian faith. During Lent we 
focus our devotion on the 
events surrounding the cross 
and so it is a particularly appro- 
priate time to wear it with love 
and thankfulness.’ 

You can order crosses from: 
Millennium crosses, P0 Box 85, 
Burford Priory, Carterton DO, Oxon 
0X18 4XX. £10 for a pack of ten. 
Cheques to '0DPUBS Ltd 7 . 



The finest snowdrop display for many years greeted the 500 visitors who went to Burford 
Priory's two 'Snowdrop Sundays'. Welcoming one group is the Prior, Brother Stuart 
Burns. Proceeds were shared with Burford Primary School's Endowment Appeal. 

QUEUEING UP FOR CROSSES SEE PAGE 3 
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As good-looking as its origins. 
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in brief 


Wanted: 600 people to pray! 

In the second of his series of articles Chris Neal, the new Director of 
Evangelisation, shares his vision of a network of people in the Diocese committed 
to praying daily for evangelism. 



Action on poverty 


AS WE FACE the task o£ 
telling the Good News of 
Jesus Christ to this culture 
and this generation we are 
faced with some fundamental 
questions. Those questions 
are not about the practice 
and the ‘how’ of evangelisa- 
tion, but rather the questions 
of motivation and the ‘why’ 
of evangelisation. 

For most of us, the focus of 
our Christian faith and disci- 
pleship is the worship of 
God, and then we may 
respond to the Lord’s great 
commission to go to all the 
nations to teach and baptise. 
Frequently these aspects of 
discipleship become com- 
partmentalised. We need to 
discover that as we offer our 
lives in worship we 
encounter God’s imperative 
to go and call others into 
relationship with him. 

THE MODEL OF JESUS 

As always the model of Jesus 
must be the key to our under- 
standing. Luke tells us that 
Jesus’ public ministry began 
in the synagogue at 
Nazareth. It was as God’s 
people were gathered for 
worship that Jesus stood to 
read from the Scriptures. He 
read from Isaiah 61, and 
immediately applied those 
verses to his own calling. An 
openness to the Spirit of the 
Lord drove him to realise 
that his ministry was to the 
lost, the hurting, the broken 
and the captive. Whilst all of 
us might agree with that 
intellectually, Jesus went on 
to show that in responding to 
that call, God’s Spirit would 
inevitably drive us from our 
comfort zones to those 
beyond the barriers which we 
erect. Jesus showed that 


God’s love is for all people, 
and that God’s people are 
called to live without limits 
and frontiers. 

IT’S NOT JUST THEORY 

This is not just ‘theoretical’ 
theology. It has far reaching 
implications as to how we 
are Church. The rest of the 
ministry of Jesus was living 
out the implications of his 
calling. He vested time in 
those the world would call 
ignorant and unfit for leader- 
ship. He gave himself to 
those who were technically 
beyond the possibility of fel- 
lowship with God’s people - 
the tax collectors, prosti- 
tutes, those whose lives were 
considered to prevent the 
coming of God’s kingdom. 
He celebrated where people 
celebrated, and put an arm of 
compassion and love around 


those who felt rejected and 
marginalised. 

MISSIONARY HEART 

This compelling love of the 
Lord Jesus is still experienced 
and witnessed in many places 
in our world today and many 
individuals give themselves 
to live life with these king- 
dom principles as their moti- 
vation. But the key and cru- 
cial question is how do we 
help every disciple to be 
motivated with this mission- 
ary heart of Jesus Christ, and 
how do we build kingdom 
communities which will act 
as visual aids of God’s king- 
dom present in his world? 

An immediate response to 
this kind of question will be 
to try to put a programme 
or a strategy in place. We will 
immediately revert to the 
‘how do we do it?’ question. 


The much deeper question is 
how do we become the peo- 
ple God wants us to be? 
Again the model of Jesus 
must be our model, for Luke 
not only records the mission 
heart of Jesus, but he also 
shows us the person who was 
constantly seeking the heart 
of the One who had sent 
him. Luke’s Gospel is full of 
occasions when Jesus took 
time out to pray; and as he 
discovered God’s heart for 
the world and the whole of 
creation, so he discovered 
how to shape and develop his 
ministry. This life of open- 
ness to God’s Spirit can be 
summed up in the words of 
Jesus ‘I am not trying to do 
what I want, but only what 
He who sent me wants.’ 

It can sound too simplistic to 
say we need to pray about 
this. But maybe if we are to 
be serious about a process of 
evangelisation, and the call 
to tell the Good News to this 
culture and this generation, 
we need to be humble 
enough to begin where Jesus 
did - in prayer, simply asking 
‘what dcr you want me to be 
and do ?’ 

NETWORK OF PRAYER 

Because this is such a key 
issue, at the heart of the 
evangelisation process must 
be a commitment to prayer. 
The hope is that by the end 
of this year there might be 
between 300 - 600 people 
committed to praying daily 
for evangelisation. If you feel 
called to this ministry please 
add your name to the Prayer 
Network - a Network News 
will be issued four times a 
year giving information and 
prayer pointers. 


Oxford Poverty Action Trust 
has raised over £5,000 for local 
homelessness charities by plac- 
ing collecting boxes in shops 
including Marks and Spencer’s 
and Blackwell’s, and at Oxford 
railway station. OXPAT 
marked its first birthday at 
Christmas with a choral cele- 
bration under the Christmas 


The new Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Westminster, 
Cormac Murphy-O’Connor, 
who has succeeded Cardinal 
Basil Hume, was born in 
Reading, as son of a local 
GP. Until the age of 11 he 
attended the Presentation 
College in Reading. Three 
brothers all became priests 
and one served as parish 
priest at English Martyrs in 


Mothers’ Union members 
from all over the Diocese 
will be attending a special 
service in Christ Church 
Cathedral on 25 March 
(Lady Day) at 11am. The 
leader and preacher will be 


‘Although the official unem- 
ployment figures are the low- 
est for some years,’ says 
Church Action on Poverty, 
‘there are still areas of 
Oxford where the figure is 
above the national average.’ 
CAP encourages churches to 
mark 5 March as Unem- 


tree in the Westgate Centre. 
The West Oxford Primary 
School and an adult choir took 
part and the Bishop of Oxford 
offered thanks to those who 
had made OXPAPs first year 
such a success. However; more 
volunteers are needed to help 
this work expand. Contact 
Victoria Mort: 01865 246342. 


west Reading. As co-chair- 
man of Anglican-Roman 
Catholic International 
Committee, he is involved 
with dialogue between the 
two Churches. Oxfordshire 
north of the river is part of 
the Roman Catholic 
Birmingham Diocese which 
also has a new Archbishop, 
the Right Revd Vincent 
Nichols. 


Bishop Richard. Also 
planned is a Celebration 
‘Prayers and Bears’ day on 
23 May at Broughton Castle 
near Banbury, specially for 
parents and toddlers. Watch 
this space for more details! 


ployment Sunday, and offers 
worship resources that give a 
feel of what unemployment 
is like. Available from CAP, 
Central Buildings, Oldham 
St, Manchester Ml 21JT. A 
prayer for Unemployment 
Sunday is included in our 
Prayer Diary, page 13. 


STOP PRESS 

Following interest shown in the evangelisation 
conferences held in January and February, a 
further Focus Conference has been arranged 
for Saturday 15 April 2000 at the Church of 
Christ The Cornerstone in Milton Keynes. This 
again will run from 9.30am to 1 2.30pm and will 
look at key basic issues in the evangelisation 
process. For information or to book for any of 
the above, please give your name to Katrina 
Hartley at the Oxford Diocesan Evangelisation 
Office, Thame Bams Centre, Church Road, 
Thame, Oxon OX9 3AJ. 

Tel. 01844 216097, fax 01844-260827, email: 
katrina@stmarys.psa-online.com 


Date for your diaiy: 

Prayer Conference on 3 June 

It is planned to arrange Prayer Conferences twice a year; 
the first is on 3 June 2000 (at St Mary’s Church, Thame) 
9.30am to 12.30pm. These will give opportunity for 
worship, teaching and praying together in various ways. 


Reading-born Archbishop 


‘Prayers and Bears’ 


Understanding unemployment 


All administrative 
needs met for the 
small business or 
individual 

Quality service and 
competitive rates 
guaranteed. 

e-mail:virtual pa@yahoo.com 
or contact Cathie on 


0118 978 4773 




STOLES 


Embroidery for 
worship, ceremony 
and celebration 


and all embroidered 
vestments and 
furnishings including 
Altar Frontals, Lectern 
Falls and Banners 
made to commission. 
Embroidery repairs 
undertaken. 

Plain and embroidered 
altar linen. 


P lease contact 

Christine Donaldson 
OPUS 

75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham 
MK18 1LU 
Tel. 01280 823132 



MILLENNIUM 

JOURNEYS 

rr 


Jjwpvuitianal ! ' 


Price | Destination 


Departs 


£729 

Amalfl-Italy 

9 

20/05/00 

£289 

Paris-France b&b 

3 

26/05/00 

£649 

Paphos-Cyprus 

7 

20/05/00 

£960 

Syrian Dreams 

8 

29/05/00 

£689 

Holyland 

5 

8/7/00 


£689 Holyland 5 15/7/00 

£689 Holyland 5 22/7/00 

£799 Oberammergau 5 2/7/00 


£1495 \lr Oberammergau \»r 5/5 29/5/00 

£1595 ♦Holy land ✓ 4 * 5/5 19/6/00 

(special Millennium combined tour) 

Autumn Escapes to be released. Watch this space every month. 


Pori nival. Spain, Kt»> pt . India and Turkey 


excursions, sociable scheduled flight times 
half board in great hotels.Escorted 


www.highwaytrust.org / 01256 895966 


CHRISTIAN SOLICITOR 


with well established practice in 
Kensington, London W8, seeks successor 
on planned retirement. 

Telephone: 0171 937 4353 or write 
do Box No 7732 4th Floor, 
Westway House, Botley, Oxford 0X2 9JW 



CELEBRATING JESUS, 

a Multifaith Appreciation 

edited by Daniel Faivre SG 

(ISBN 0 9536215 0 2) 

A collection of texts to be found in the literature of other faith 
traditions, together with appreciations by some contemporary 
world religious leaders, about the life and messages of Jesus. 
“The book would be different 
If it were not unique!’ 

Available from: 

Brother Daniel Faivre, 2 Church Avenue, 

Southall. Middlesex UB2 4DH 
Tel/Fax: 0208 843 0690 
Price. £6.95 plus £1.00 p&p 
(cheque made payable to Daniel Faivre) 

Note: Customers outside the UK, bankers’ draft in sterling for 
£6.95 plus appropriate p&p, please. 


/ \ 

BROOKTHORN 

GARDEN * LANDSCAPE 
SERVICES 

COMMERCIAL.* 

DOMESTIC 

TREE STUMP 
REMOVAL 
01993 851615 

Mobile 

0790 9721697 

1 ^ 


EXETER HALL 

• Modern well equipped 
halls for max 250 guests 

• Fully licensed bar with 
full catering facilities 

• Just off Oxford ring 
road/5 mins to M40 
• Car Parking 

Exeter Hall 

Oxford Road, Kidlington, 
Oxon OX5 1AB 

Tel. 01865 373691 


The Web 

KOirectory 

The National Web Site of Christian Business 



I •The 1st Dedicated National Christian Web Site to serve 
Christian Business 

| • Following seven successful years in magazine format The 
Christian Business KDirectory is now going live on line. 

| •The Internet is now established as the fastest growing medium | 
in the world. In fact, it is the fastest growing business in 
history, so don’t miss out on this limited offer. 

| • To have your business advertised free of charge on the 
Christian Web XDirectory call free today on 0800 1693147. 

| • Christian Resources Ltd is dedicated to financially supporting | 
Christian work and mission Internationally. 

0800 1693147 

or 01 202432700 

Web Site www.christian-resource.com 
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News 


Schools' future hangs in 


the balance 


ST AUGUSTINE’S Roman 
Catholic/Church of England 
upper school in Oxford 
received a major boost 
when Oxfordshire’s Edu- 
cation Committee resolved 
that it was ‘minded to main- 
tain St Augustine’s as a joint 
school’. Its future is still in 
the balance, however/ as a 
‘joint’ school cannot exist 
without two partners, and 
the policy of the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of 
Birmingham has been to 
replace it with a Catholic 
secondary school in the 
Oxford City re-organisation. 

‘Now that a new 
Archbishop of Birmingham 


has been appointed, we wait 
to see if there will be a 
change in policy,’ said 
Canon Tony Williamson, 
Diocesan Director of 
Education. ‘The Bishop of 
Oxford has written to 
Bishop Vincent Nichols to 
try to gain his support for St 
Augustine’s to continue as a 
joint school.’ 

MIDDLE SCHOOLS TO 
CLOSE 

Oxforshire’s decision, by an 
overwhelming majority, to 
change from a three-tier to a 
two-tier organisation, affects 
45 schools. Fourteen Church 
of England schools and five 


Roman Catholic schools are 
involved, as well as St 
Augustine’s. 

The plan is for three 
Anglican middle schools and 
11 first schools with 3,538 
pupils to be replaced by 12 
primary schools with space 
for 3,510 pupils. If St 
Augustine’s were to continue 
as a joint school with two 
thirds Roman Catholics and 
one third Anglicans, then the 
total of pupils in Oxford 
Church of England schools 
would be 3,910. However, 
whether it continues or not 
there will be a reduced pro- 
portion of Anglican places, 
which it is hoped can be 


made good by the creation of 
a new Church "secondary 
school in Didcot. 

Commenting on the reor- 
ganisation Tony Williamson 
said: ‘The Diocesan Board of 
Education very much appre- 
ciates the work carried out in 
the three Church middle 
schools - Frideswide, Isis and 
Lawn Upton - and it recog- 
nises the issues facing them. 
It is therefore closely 
involved with the LEA and 
unions in being sensitive to 
the needs of all the staff and 
reducing any disruption to a 
minimum.’ 

He recognises that teachers 
and support staff are vital to 


schools, and feels that the 
most immediate need is to 
give the staff in the 12 
schools which are planned to 
close in 2003 confidence for 
their futures. 

‘All staff in these schools 
will soon be asked to express 
their wishes as to which pri- 
mary or secondary school(s) 
they would like to work in. 
However before that - hope- 
fully by 31 March, all the 
continuing and new schools, 
are to work out their staffing 
structures for 2002, when 
first schools will expand by 
one year, and for 2003, when 
the complete change will 
take place. It is hoped that a 


process of governing bodies 
offering posts to these staff 
will be completed before the 
2000 summer holidays, even 
though the posts will not be 
filled for another two to 
three years.’ 

While Tony Williamson is 
working at the organisation- 
al issues, Danny Sullivan, 
Head of Advisory Services in 
the Diocesan Board of 
Education, is in the process 
of meeting all church school 
head teachers and is avail- 
able to advise and support 
other staff. 


Pentecost Praise at Blenheim 


Queueing up for crosses 


Law ‘needs de-mystifying’ 


Blenheim Palace is to be the 
magnificent backdrop for a 
major Pentecost celebration 
on Sunday 11 June organised 
by Churches Together in 
Woodstock and Bladon. It 
will be one of only two 
Christian millennium pro- 
jects in the country taking 
place in a stately home. 
Support has already come 
from West Oxfordshire 
District Council and from 
Woodstock Town Council. 

‘Praise in the Park’ will 
include Christian music and 
worship, drama and poetry 
from all ages and denomina- 
tions. It will be held in the 
Palace forecourt which holds 
up to 2,000 people. 

‘When the small ecumenical 
planning committee first met 
last year they had in mind 


something much smaller,’ 
says the Rector of St Mary’s 
Woodstock, Roger Humph- 
reys, ‘but we decided we had 
to take advantage of this 
unique setting and step out 
in faith and plan a major cel- 
ebration.’ .* 

In the weeks leading up to 
Pentecost 4,000 Bibles will 
be delivered to homes in the 
area with an invitation to 
‘Praise in the Park’. A large 
orchestra and choir is being 
recruited under the direction 
of Wanda Adams who 
directed the music at the 
Diocesan Conference at 
Bognor. Local schools have 
been invited to take part. 

If you would to sing or play 
an instrument at Praise in 
the Park contact Wanda 
Adams on 01993 700765. 


In the April issue: 

‘Closer to God in a garden’: a look at Quiet Gardens 
‘Meekly kneeling on your knees’: kneeling and kneelers 
‘Awakenings’: God in the life of artist Donald Pass 


behind the Door ^ 


The Door is published ten times a year. 45,000 copies are 
distributed in the Diocese of Oxford with the help of volunteers. 
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Rosanna (7) and Millie (5X daughters of Ducklington’s licensed lay min- 
ister Judith Levermore, buying their Diocesan crosses and prayer card at 
Burford Priory on Snowdrop Sunday (see front page). Behind the counter 
are Brother Philip and Sister Mary. Photo: Frank Blackwell 


Tandem project takes off 


Tandem is a scheme which 
offers friendship to those 
going through the pain of 
mental distress. It was start- 
ed by Penelope Weston, wife 
of the former Archdeacon of 
Oxford. Thanks to dona- 
tions, two part-time co-ordi- 
nators have been appointed 
and a training programme 
for volunteers put in place. If 


you need or could give help, 
contact Tandem on 01865 
724225. Tandem is sponsor- 
ing a Haiku Day for those, 
including beginners, inter- 
ested in writing haiku poet- 
ry, at The Rivermead Centre, 
Abingdon Road, Oxford on 
1 April 2-7pm, cost £5 
waged, £1 unwaged. Tickets 
01865 724343 or 451882. 


The world of the Church’s 
lawyers is something of a 
mystery to parishioners and 
to many clergy, admits John 
Rees, the new Provincial 
Registrar, pictured below. He 
is determined to use his 
appointment to de-mystify 
the Church’s legal processes. 
He was sworn in as 
Provincial Registrar at 
Lambeth Palace in 
January, succeed- 
ing Dr Frank 
Robson who has 
retired after 18 
years’ service in 
the post, but who 
continues as 

Registrar of the 
Diocese of 

Oxford. 

John Rees finds the role of 
Provincial Registrar interest- 
ing and challenging. ‘As 
well as dealing with the legal 
processes surrounding the 


appointment of Bishops, the 
Provincial Registrars for the 
two Archbishops perform a 
kind of ‘backstop’ function 
in dealing with thorny legal 
questions that the Archbish- 
ops have to field. My bap- 
tism of fire has been over the 
highly irregular consecration 
of two American bishops by 
the Archbishops of South 
East Asia and 
Rwanda. The rele- 
vant law on that 
subject takes us 
back at least to the 
Council of Nicaea 
in 325!’ 

John has been a 
solicitor for 25 
years, and was 
ordained 20 years 
ago. He and his wife Dianne 
previously worked with 
CMS in Sierra Leone They 
and their daughters worship 
at St Michael’s, Cumnor. 


Millennium Crossword 

We intended to make 6 February the closing date for the * 
crossword in our February issue, but we gave it as 
6 March by mistake. So that remains the dosing date; send 
your crossword in now if you have not already done so. 



Bishops and Archdeacons 

BISHOP OF OXFORD The Right Revd Richard Harries, 

Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 0NB 
Tel: 01 865 208200. Fax: 01865 790470. 

E-mail: bishopoxon@oxford.anglican.org 

ARCHDEACONRY OF OXFORD 

Bishop of Dorchester The Right Revd Dr Anthony Russell, Holmby 
House, Sibford Ferris, Banbury, 0X15 5RG Tel: 01295 780583. 

Fax: 01295 788686. E-mail: bishopdorchester@oxford.anglican.org 
Archdeacon The Venerable John Morrison, Christ Church, Oxford 0X1 
1DP Tel: 01865 204440. Fax 204465. 

E-mail: archdoxf@oxford.anglican.org 

ARCHDEACONRY OF BERKSHIRE 

Bishop of Reading The Right Revd Dominic Walker, 0GS, 

Bishop's House, Tidmarsh Lane,Tidmarsh, Reading RG8 8HA 
Tel: 01189 841216. Fax: 0118 984 1218. 

E-mail : bishopreading@oxford.anglican.org 

Archdeacon The Venerable Norman Russell, Foxglove House, 

Love Lane, Donnington, Newbury, Berks RG14 2JG 
Tel: 01635 552820. Fax: 01635 522165. 

E-mail: archdber@oxford.anglican.org 
ARCHDEACONRY OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
Bishop of Buckingham The Rt Revd Mike Hill, 

Sheridan, Grimms Hill, Great Missenden, Bucks HP16 9BD 
Tel: 01494 862173. Fax: 01494 890508. 

E-mail: bishopbucks@oxford.anglican.org 

Archdeacon The Venerable David Goldie, 60 Wendover Road, Aylesbury, 
Bucks HP21 9LW Tel: 01296 423269. Fax: 01296 397324. 

E-mail : archdbuc@oxford.anglican.org 

PROVINCIAL EPISCOPAL VISITOR 

Vacancy due to the death of the Right Revd Michael Houghton 
A tribute appears on page 4 




SELF-CONTAINED 
ACCOMMODATION 
FOR PEOPLE 
AGED 60 AND OVER 

RESIDENT WARDEN, 
COMMUNAL GARDENS ETC. 

For Further Information 
Contact 

Rosina Walker on 

01865 773000 

or write to: 

OXFORD CITIZENS 
HOUSING ASSOCIATION 
244 Bams Road, Oxford 0X4 3RW 
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Civic service a symbol of light 


SNIPPETS 


Michael Houghton: 
a down to earth bishop 
who ‘flew’ by rail 

* 

Father Michael Melrose pays tribute to the Bishop of 
Ebbsfleet who died suddenly on 1 8 December aged 50 


The Royal County of 
Berkshire shared a moment of 
unity on Sunday 23 January 
when it came together for a 
Civic Millennium Service. The 
Lord Lieutenant of Berkshire, 
the High Sheriff, the Mayors 
of all six unitary authorities, 
MPs of all parties, judges and 
magistrates led a packed con- 
gregation in a united service at 
Reading’s Minster Church of 
St Mary. 

As a ‘symbol of light’ each 
mayor lit a candle, representa- 
tive of the people in his or her 
area, as a symbol of hope, 
love and joy and as a reminder 
of God’s gift to us through 
Jesus Christ - the Light of the 
World. The emphasis on the 
coming of Christ and His 
teaching permeated the whole 
service in which all the leaders 


The Revd Peter Aggarwal, part- 
time Tutor, Wycliffe Hall, 
Oxford, to be known as the 
Revd Peter MacPherson; the 
Revd Christopher Bull, Priest in 
Charge Flackwell Heath, to be 
Vicar Flackwell Heath and Area 
Dean, Wycombe; the Revd 
Lindsay Collins, Curate Witney 
Team, to be NSM Witney Team; 
the Revd Martin Gillham, 
Rector West Wycombe w. 
Bledlow Ridge and Radnage, to 
be Priest in Charge Norham w. 
Comhill on Tweed, Carham and 
Branxton, Newcastle Diocese; 
the Revd Patricia Gillham, 
Associate Priest West Wycombe 
w. Bledlow Ridge and Radnage, 
retires 31 March; the Revd 
Frank Hillebrand, Team Rector 
and Town Chaplain High 
Wycombe, to be Team Chaplain 
Portsmouth NHS Trust, 
Portsmouth Diocese; the Revd 


of all the main Churches took 
part. The welcome and an act 
of dedication were by the 
Bishop of Reading while the 
preacher, the Revd Joel 
Edwards (General Director of 
the Evangelical Alliance) 
spoke of the topsy-turvy 
world that Jesus points to in 
the Beatitudes. The service 
ended with the Millennium 
resolution read by a woman 
police constable and a bless- 
ing given by the Roman 
Catholic Bishop of 
Portsmouth. 

Pictured left to right: The Right 
Revd Crispian Hollis (Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Portsmouth), Rt 
Revd Dominic Walker, OGS (Bishop 
of Reading) and the Revd Joel 
Edwards (General Director of the 
Evangelical Alliance). 

Photograph by Owen Jewiss 


Roger Jackson, Priest in Charge 
Long Crendon, w. Chearsley 
and Nether Wichendon, to be 
Vicar of the same; the Revd 
David Lunn, Team Rector 
Walton Team (LEP), also to be 
Associate Area Dean and 
Ecumenical Officer, Milton 
Keynes; the Revd Rosanna 
Martin, Curate Christ Church, 
Abingdon, has resigned; the 
Revd Sharon Mowforth, 
Assistant Curate Buckingham, 
to be Assistant Curate Christ the 
Cornerstone, Milton Keynes; 
the Revd Denis Mulliner, 
Chaplain Bradfield College, also 
to be Chaplain Chapel Royal, 
Hampton Court, London 
Diocese; the Revd Timothy 
Rawdon-Mogg, Vicar 

Shrivenham w. Watchfield and 
Bourton, to be Rector St Giles, 
Horsted Keynes, Chichester 
Diocese. ( continued page 8) 


DON’T BE AFRAID of the 

media. Churches have some- 
thing important to communi- 
cate. This is the message from 
Mark Rudall, the new 
Churches Media Trust devel- 
opment worker. Mark, who 
was once news editor of the 
Baptist Times , has been 
working for Tearfund for the 
last six years. A former 
Baptist minister, he goes to 
Cuddesdon in the autumn to 
train for the Anglican min- 
istry. Until then he will be 
working for CMT from his 
home in Didcot. ‘I am look- 
ing forward to meeting local 
Christians over the next few 
months with a view to evolv- 
ing new ways of addressing 
the communications chal- 
lenge,’ he says. CMT is an 
ecumenical trust formed in 
1991 to serve churches and 
the media in Berkshire, Bucks 
and Oxfordshire. This year 
marks the start of a new 
phase - to build up the confi- 
dence and expertise of local 
churches. Christians interest- 
ed in the media can join a 
local CMT group. 

You can contact Mark on 01235 
815331 or e-mail 
mark@rudall.freeserve.co.uk 


ALL SAINTS CHURCHILL, 

the church with a replica of 
Magdalen College tower, has 
reinstated a gallery removed 
in the 1880s, as a 
Millennium project. The aim 
has been to develop their 
ministry and mission partic- 
ularly to young people. A 
new area below the gallery 
includes space for Sunday 
School and other meetings. 
The work was dedicated by 
the Bishop of Dorchester at a 
recent thanksgiving service. 


THE PRESENTER of a 

popular Sunday morning 
Christian radio programme, 
Hedley Feast, has a new job. 
He is leaving his post as 
Minister of Botley Baptist 
Church for the Oxford 
Radcliffe Hospitals to be free 
church chaplain. He will con- 
tinue to present ‘Sunday 
Breakfast’ show on Radio 
Oxford and Radio Berkshire. 


MAGGIE THOMAS of the 

Church House buildings 
department and her husband 
Pete are experienced long 
distance walkers. But Pete 
will tackle his longest walk 
ever without Maggie. He is 
walking 1000 miles along the 


pilgrimage ‘Way of St James’ 
to Santiago in Spain to raise 



money for the RNIB. Last 
year Maggie suffered a seri- 
ous attack of glaucoma and 
nearly lost the sight in one 
eye and this made them both 
aware of the difficulties blind 
people can experience. Pete 
hopes to reach Santiago in 
early July. To offer sponsor- 
ship or financial help contact 
Maggie or Pete on 01865 
326802. 


MAIDENHEAD MU gave 
thanks for 100 years of 
belonging to the Mothers’ 
Union with a '.pageant show- 
ing their milestones over the 
century (1899-1999). 


A CALENDAR for the 

Diocese of Oxford is being 
prepared to commemorate 
Christians who, in their life 
or death, have shown God at 
work in an extraordinary 
way. Suggestions are wel- 
comed for people who might 
be included; they must have 
connections with the Diocese 
(other than being undergrad- 
uates at the University). The 
calendar will incorporate 
commemorations from the 
Common Worship calendar. 
For a proposal form, contact the 
Editor, the Revd John Hadjioannou 
197 Grasmere Way, Linslade 
LU77QB, tel 01525 374667 
email: calendar@minster.co.uk 


Bishop Michael Houghton 
wasn’t so much a ‘flying bish- 
op’ as a railway bishop. He 
had inherited a love of trains 
and lines and stations, hav- 
ing worked on the railways 
before ordination, as had his 
father before him. 

Before he became a bishop, 
Michael Houghton was a 
parish priest, before that a 
missionary and before that a 
teacher. All this made him 
the unassuming, gentle and 
firm pastor and bishop that 
he became. I watched him at 
work, the last time I saw 
him, in a parish in this 
Diocese that he had visited 
before. He had tea there all 
afternoon. He preached in a 
very friendly and down to 
earth way and then he sat 
down to dinner 
with the parish- 
ioners. Every 
few minutes he 
would get up to 
talk to an indi- 
vidual or a 
group before 
eventually 
referring to his 
well-thumbed 
time-table and 
catching a little 
known, late train to 
Birmingham. Bishop 

Michael’s last public engage- 
ment was a confirmation in 
the Oxford Diocese. The 
parish priest said he talked to 
everyone, was the last to 
leave the party and returned 
to the vicarage full of joy. 

In just over a year, Bishop 
Michael endeared himself to 


many because wherever he 
went, he displayed the gen- 
uine love of the true pastor. 
Some who felt threatened by 
his role before they met him, 
found him to be a truly a 
‘pontifex’, a bridge builder, 
not a threat but a promise - 
for the role of a bishop is to 
be a sign of the promise of 
God’s love to his people. 

In a short time he achieved 
a great deal very much in his 
own way - for he had his dis- 
tinct eccentricities - and with 
the support of his loving 
family. His funeral in Bristol 
Cathedral was very much a 
family occasion. The singing 
of the Gospel in Romanian 
as well as English was a 
strong testimony to the uni- 
versality of the Church as 
was the Salve 
Regina sung in 
Latin as the 
Archbishop 
moved to the 
coffin for the 
Absolutions. 
The procession 
seemed endless, 
the cathedral 
full to the 
doors, yet most 
of those people 
had only recently become 
part of his wider family. 

Sometimes grace comes to 
us in small measures. So it 
was with Bishop Michael’s 
ministry. May he rest in 
peace and may God bless to 
us the fruits of his labours. 

Father Michael Melrose is 
Rector of St Giles', Reading 


Who is my neighbour? 

The world needs faith, Dr David Goodbourne, General 
Secretary of Churches Together in Britain, told deanery ecu- 
menical representatives at a Diocesan gathering in Milton 
Keynes on the theme of ‘Who is my neighbour?’ It is impor- 
tant that we are agreed on what our faith and belief is, he said, 
but we also need to look at the question from our neighbours’ 
point of view and to go on struggling with our differences. 


Diocesan Appointments 



STRENGTHEN YOUR IMMUNE SYSTEM NATURALLY 


Shanshui Fresh Royal Jelly Liquids contain virtually all the vitamins, enzymes, 
trace elements and other natural health-giving substances of plants. The immune 
system is accustomed to these by millions of years of evolution, but more are now 
needed than ever before to neutralise the toxic residues in food, cope with the 
pressures of modern life, improve stamina, prevent disease, delay ageing and 
assist recovery from illness, accident or surgery. 

These liquids should be taken daily from infancy to old age. 

Why take inferior chemical substitutes? 

The Shanshui Formulae and Prices 
Royal Jelly Royal Jelly + Ginseng Royal Jelly + Propolis + Pollen 
24 days supply of any one formula £9.50 per box 

60 days supply of any one formula £16.50 per box 

Or in boxes containing 4 bottles of each formula 


EMU MASSAGE OIL 


Australian Aborigines have used Emu Oil since time immemorial! Now used by 
80% of U.S.A. NBA sports team therapists and masseurs to relieve arthritic pain, 
injuries, strained ligaments, joints, muscles etc. 

50 ml bottles £9.00 each 

Please Send Order with Cheque or Credit Card Number & Expiry Date to: 

L & M BROWN Ltd P.O. Box 3018 Bournemouth BH4 8ZR 

Tel: 01 202 741 1 76 Fax: 01 202 71 0749 

Information booklet with all orders or send a stamped addressed envelope. 


BARGAIN MOBILE DEALS^ 
NO CONTRACT NOKIA 
MOBILE PHONES, UNIQUE 
90 DAY MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 

Line Rental €8.50 plus VAT 
Recommended best buy in 
Which Magazine Call 
Will Free on 08000 744683 


CaUc Expectations 

Individually designed Celebration Cakes 

♦ Valentines ♦ Easter 

♦ Cakes made to order for all occasions 

♦ Wedding cakes a speciality 

♦ Marzipan or sugar ornaments made to suit your 
theme 

♦ Tin hire and stand hire available 

♦ We fulfil all your cake expectations 

01865 250450 


NEW YEAR, 
NEW OPPORTUNITY 

Have you seen the light? 

• Unique business opportunity 

• Excellent profit margins on proven 
lighting products 

• Ideal opportunity for those with existing 
contracts in the commercial, industry 
and education fields 

• We offer excellent support 

For further details contact 
Carol on 01494 526051 



HHHHM 


strings * woodwind • percussion 


Suppliers of strings and reeds. Full range of 
accessories. Mail order service, musical 
instrument sales, piano hire and sales, all at 
very reasonable prices. 

Now relocated at Unit 3, North Hinksey 
Business Centre, Oxford 
'L - Tel: 01865 241195 
ffl y Fax: 01865 798256 


Open 9-5pm Monday to Friday 
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Interview 
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THE RAISING OF CHRIS. For 30 years Chris Kitch was addicted to drugs and 
alcohol. Born in Bradford in 1938, she was driven by a sense of rejection into a 

twilight world living in squats or as a bag lady on the London 


streets. Imprisonment, abuse and rape did not destroy her spir- 
it. She embarked on a recovery programme, completed a BA 
degree and is now testing her vocation to be a nun. A BBC 2 


Chris Kitch 


I was born in a convent for 
unwed mothers. I have had an 
attraction all my life to saints 
and religion. 

My mother brought in this 
man in soldier’s uniform and I 
knew that I had lost her. He 
looked at me and I looked at 
him and there was mutual 
hatred. I was beaten at home, 
caned at school and not 


accepted on the street because 
I was a bastard. I was appar- 
ently very bright but I used to 
keep looking in the mirror and 
saying ‘What is it that they 
don’t like about me?’ 

But I had a very powerful 
sense of God. Every night I 
used to say a little prayer ‘for 
the sick and the suffering, the 
poor and the needy, the blind 


and the afflicted’. Someone 
once said I was really praying 
for me. And when my step 
father beat me I used to pray 
‘Oh God I hate him, let him 
die’ and when my mother was 
treacherous I used to say ‘Oh 
God let her go blind’. Well he 
died and she went blind and I 
felt enormous guilt. I felt God 
was punishing me. 


feature about her life was called 'The Raising of Lazarus 7 . 


When I was 18 1 first went to 
prison for being drunk and 
disorderly. I had just given 
birth to my first child. The 
magistrate said ‘You are a 
menace to society’ and I 
thought this man doesn’t even 
know me and yet he is saying 
words that have been said 
about me all my life. 

Alcoholic addiction is a dis- 
ease, mental, spiritual and 
physical. I Was in the grip of 
this and all these words that 
people said to me about being 
bad obscured that fact to me. I 
knew that I was intelligent and 
I thought as soon as I’ve had a 
drink or a fix I’ll write a story 
or poetry but it never hap- 
pened. 

With Jean something beauti- 
ful and gentle entered my life. 
I met her in Brighton. She 
was a Catholic and an addict 
and she was what I consider a 
lady. She could have beaten 
drugs but they killed her in the 
end. I thought my mother has 
abandoned me and now Jean 
has abandoned me. Yet her 
death freed me. 

In the squat it was the black- 
est of Sundays. Even my dog 
wouldn’t come near me. I was 
lost. Yet I was hanging onto 
this crazy idea: I want to be a 
writer. I want to go to college. 
And I don’t know where it 
came from but the answer to 
my prayer was ‘put down the 
drugs’ which is what I pro- 
ceeded to do the next day. 
That was the turning point. 

I kept sliding back but then I 
learned to pray. I didn’t want 
to get on my knees but I did it 
and in three weeks this obses- 
sion for drink and drugs was 
lifted. At the end of a meeting 
I was coming back and a 
woman said ‘Are you coming 
for a drink Chris?’ and I said 
‘No thank you’. I had never 
been able to say no in my life. 

In treatment I realised that 
for 38 years I had carried a big 
resentment for my step father 


and this had contributed to me 
being ill. I remember saying I 
didn’t want this man to love 
me but the truth was I would 
have liked him to like me a lit- 
tle bit. I took flowers up to his 
grave and on a piece of paper 
I wrote ‘I now release my 
hatred. Rest in Peace.’ 

All through the years I was in 
a twilight world I knew my 
mother would not die until we 
met again. She was in a home 
because she was blind. I 
found but the address through 
the probation services, and I 
went to see her. We couldn’t 
say that we loved each other. 
But I kissed her on the cheek 
and she held my hand. 

I don’t know where it 
came from but the 
answer to my prayer 
was ‘put down the 
drugs ’ 

There are 12 steps of recov- 
ery and step three is making a 
decision to hand over our will 
and our life to the care of God 
as we know it. I gave my life to 
God on top of a hill near 
Weston-super-Mare. I said it 
like a child. The sea was there 
and the sun was covered by 
cloud but at the other side the 
sky was clear blue and all the 
houses looked neat and order- 
ly and I thought ‘Gosh I never 


Pbatogmph by Frank Blackwell 
Interview by Christine Zwart 

saw a world like this.’ 

I came to All Saints and 
stayed in the guest house and 
there I met a little nun called 
Sister Dorothy Hilda, who has 
since died, and her gratitude 
and love of service to God 


shone. My recovery pro- 
gramme is about giving of 
yourself to help others and 
gratitude instead of resent- 
ment. This woman lived this. I 
thought I would like to go to 
All Saints and develop spiritu- 
ally. I came to see Frances and 
she said ‘Have you got any ref- 
erences?’ and I said ‘Well you 
can write to Holloway prison’. 
They gave me a chance in the 
kitchen. 

The day I came here in 1993 
I was invited to a baptism and 
I watched the ceremony with 
great interest. I thought ‘I 
want to be baptised. I want to 
become a Christian.’ I wanted 
to be baptised by women. 
Sister Jean Davinia Wilby was 
here and she was a deacon and 
she baptised me. 

I need God the mother and I 
also need God the compas- 
sionate father. I invited Christ 
into my life but I am a bit 
scared of this relationship 
with Jesus. I’m afraid of the 
intimacy. There is awe as well 
as longing. 

I am drawn to the religious 
life and to be of service in this 
way. I want to become a sister 
who can go out into the world 
with a base here where I can 
learn to be a Christian in the 
truest sense of the word. That 
means to live according to the 
principles that Christ set down 
which are similar to the twelve 
steps of recovery. 

When you go to the place of 
desolation that I went to, you 
are at the edge of the grave. 
This amazing life that I have 
led and these things that I have 
been through are really gifts 
now if my experience can 
help others. 


You can read Chris Kitch's full 
story in her book Pavement for 
my Pillow (Orion £6.99). Chris 
will also speak to groups. Tel: 
01865 249127. 



APPOINTMENT 

Are you Bom Again single and 
trusting God to bless you with that 
special friendship that might even 
lead to marriage? 

We prayerfully select and introduce 
like-minded Christians all over the 
UK. 

Ring now for an 
application form on 
020 8 4882628 
or e-mail to 

Divine AppointmentdHotmail.com 



IN BLOOM 
2000 

Is Happy to 
Support 
The Meningitus 
Trust 

01295 252535 

Website 

www.banburybloom.org.uk 


1 VALUE VOIl 
OLD TOYS! 

Pre 1970 toys can be an older 
households most valuable 
asset. Get a proper assessment 
by a leading Auctioneers Toy 
Consultant, for a small fee. You 
: con then choose to keep, sett. 
Insure, auction or simply keep 
for your grandchildren. 
Avoid the 'Toy Wanted' Ads 
and the Car boots! 

Give Leonard a call on 

01204 .14615 


MUSIC DIRECTOR 

required for 
Henley Choral Society 
Rehearsals Monday evenings starting 
September 

Tel: (01491) 577838 


IF© 

TELEPHONE: 

®a®(§i 

CCJ's/ 

DEFAULTS 

We can help you Non 
status. Mortgages 
and Loans 
Residential and 
Commercial 
• Cars, Vans, Mini- 
Buses 

Tel: 01923 234500 

24 hvs 7 days 


Kitch t:\ I\stallatio\s 

We can fit any make of kitchen 
• Top quality ready assembled kitch :ns supplied • 
• Computer aided designs in your own home • 

Plumbing, electrical, tiling & 
structural work undertaken 

Tel 01865 744033 

Mob 0836 377492 Fax 01865 741119 

* All work guaranteed 
* Free estimates 


LOANS 



FILM & TV 


GUARANTEED!!! 



EXTRAS 


HELP & ADVICE 



Required in and around the 

m 

Tenants and home 



London area 

m 

owners 



For immediate interview, 
contact: 


Any purpose 



0171 793 4265 


Tel: 01983 866111 



0171 463 2203 


NOW!!! 



We comply with the Employment 
Agency Act 1973 




central heating & 
plumbing repairs 
all makes of gas 
boiler service* I 
and repaired 


quick response 
same day service 
no hidden charges 
free telephone advice 
all work 
guaranteed 



MODERN MCISIC 

RENDING 

The principle dealer for the entire Oxford Diocese for 

JOHANNUS ORGANS 

Instruments for Church and Home 
The most advanced digital organs incorporating English 
samples. The range beings with:- 


Opus 1 

Single manual instrument 
with 20 Digital Sampled 
Voices 

7 Factory Presets 
7 User Presets 
Melodic Bass and Single 
Finger Chords 
Powerful built-in 
Amplifiers and Speakers 
with Reverb 

£1,745 inc. VAT 


Opus 5 

Twin manual instrument 
with 32 note pedal board 
19 Digital Sampled Voices 
7 Factory Presets 
7 User Presets 
Powerful built in 
Amplifiers and Speakers 
with Reverb and line-out 
for optional external 
speakers 

£3,495 inc. VAT 


For free advisory service, brochures and free sample 
CDs contact: 

MODERN MUSIC CENTRE, 

1 20-1 22 Broad Street Mall, Reading. RG1 7QA. 
Tel: 0118 958 1320. Fax: 0118 959 7942. 
E-mail: SalesPmodmusic.demon.co.uk 
http://www.modern-music.co.uk 

Also branches at: 

Abingdon Basingstoke 

01 235 524316 01 256 464663 
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Advertising 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 



Stephen P. Cockings 
Christian Advisor 

offering an 

Immigration Advice 
& Advocacy Service 

PO Box 947, East Oxford 
Oxon OX4 1WH 
United Kingdom 

Tel & Fax: OXFORD 790694 
Pager No: 04325 585416 



BICESTER 

SHOPMOBILITY 


01869 

320132 

Supports the 
National 
Meningitis Trust 


SAFE AS 
CHURCHES? 

Two interesting new security products have just been introduced by a 
Bristol Company called Euronova Ltd. One to protect parishioners' 
possessions and the other church valuables. 

Firstly for parishioners: The Housesitter™ system telephones you when it 
has detected something unusual. You can then listen in and decide 
whether to ring the police or call a neighbour. HouseSitter™ is useful even 
when you already have a burglar alarm system for a number of 
reasons: it gives you an independent check that something is happening, 
you get quicker police reaction if they think they might catch the 
intruders. In out-of-the-way locations alarms are often not heard and 
burglar alarms are not set if you have pets in the house. HouseSitter™ is 
easy to connect yourself and good value for money. Of course do not 
attempt to disturb intruders yourself, leave that to the police. 

Church property security can now be protected by Euronova's Anti-snatch 
alarm which adheres to the back of the object, painting, ornament, cross, 
plates etc. The action of snatching will set the 112dB alarm off. This acts as 
a tremendous deterrent to all but the most professional thieves. 

Both security products have attracted a lot of interest from the police and 
insurance companies. The Anti-snatch alarm has been verified for use in 
churches by EIG. 

More information on both products is available from Euronova Ltd 01179 
442061. Fax: 01179 421430. Email: Security@euronova.co.uk. Website: 
www.euronova.co.uk. 


Church security? 

Open doors offer temptation. But with 
an Anti-snatch alarm you can keep the 
church open and still have your 
valuables protected - no wiring, simple 
to fit. The perfect deterrent. 
Anti-snatch alarm from Euronova Ltd 
Phone 01179 442061. Fax: 9421430 
www.euronova.co. uk 


Catch the thief .... 

If the new HouseSitter system detects an 
intruder, it calls you and lets you listen in. 
wherever you are. Then you call the police 
System prices start from £99.90 
HouseSitter from Euronova Ltd of Bristol 
Phone 01179 442061 Fax: 9421430 
HouseSitter @ euronova, co uk. 


B 


BLACKWELL'S 
Music Shop 

23-25 Broad Street 
Oxford 0X1 3AX4 


• Books on Music, 
Gifts & Stationery 

• Printed Music, 
Accessories 

• Compact Discs 


( 01865 ) 249600 

( 01865 ) 249603 
( 01865) 249598 


Fax: (01865) 728020 

E-mail: music@blackwellsbookshops.co.uk 


Norfolk/Suffolk Border 


Beautiful moated Queen Anne 
residence with lovely rose garden 
and views, provides superb 
traditional and welcoming 
Bed and Breakfast. 

4 bedroom holiday cottage also 
available within the grounds 

Tel 01502 677380 
Fax: 01502 677362 

E-mailtrichardf rtvlandf4btconnect.com 


MOBILE HOMES 
to rent 

Brittany, West France, 
near Royan. 

Also Rockley Park, Poole, 
Dorset. 

Popular sites near beautiful 
beaches 

Please ring: 01708 788049 


MORNING/IDE HOTEL 
TORQUAY 

BABBACOMBE DOWN/ 


I Family run sea front hotel. 

All rooms en-suite. Large 
private car park. All amenities 
within flat walking distance. 


Tel 01803 327025 


PEMBROKESHIRE 

NEED A BREAK? 

Experience our fully 
modernised 17th Century 
spacious cottage nestling in 
the Preseli Hills. 
Longer stays also available. 
- BROCHURE- 
(01280) 700425 


PORTSCATHO 

HOLIDAYS 

Cornwall's Roseland 
Specialists 

A superb selection of 
self-catering holiday homes 
in beautiful coastal and rural 
locations. For coloured 
brochure 

Tel: 013 X 6 270900 


A little list of rather nice 
places to stay for two. 
B&Band 
selfcatering. 

tot 01 566 782461 


TUSCANY 

Delightful, affordable 
apartments in restored 
farmhouses. Pools. 
Siena area. 

Tel 

01858 565436 


Corffc Holii>M| Cottage* 

SELF CATERING 
Tawstock, Barnstaple 
Devon EX31 3NZ 
Tel/Fax 01271 342588 
FOR BROCHURE 
Tawstock boasts ancient parish 
church dating from 1066 
A special welcome for oivr 5 0 s at a 
discount rate during the year apart 
from july/August 

Heated Indoor Swimming Pool /Jacuzzi 


FRANCE 

Character north coast 
house. 3 bedrooms, 
large gardens, near 
beautiful sandy beaches. 

Telephone 

01749 675 737 


EASTBOURNE 


A beautiful elegant resort. 

Quiet attractive area. 
Easy parking • En-suites 
Lovely home cooking* 
SHORT BREAKS 
Come as guests • leave as friends 

0AKW00D HOTEL 

Tel: 101323) 721 9Q0 


FLORIDA 
GULF COAST 

Luxury' 2 bedroom 
apartment to rent, 
nr Clearwater. 

Ideal for beaches, shops, 
golf etc. Special OAP rates. 
From £250 per week. 

Phone 01382 530230 


t msccn i EKj9{g 

CITIES 

Thru Way 'Break} uxth the •Past 
Tatkj, *H kdk} and 'Escorted Visits 
Art, Architecture, Mistory & 
Menddry 

Smatt groups, (joed Motets, 
(jreat Jun 

01372 375015 


STUDLAND BAY 
DORSET 


Fair-fields Hotel 

situated in picturesque 
National Trust Village 
overlooking the Bay. 

ETB smmm Highly Commended 
Corps d’elite Wine Award 
All rooms ensuite. Large Garden. 

Log Fires. Child Friendly 
SPRING BREAKS AVAILABLE 


For brochure phone tax 01929 450224 


Recorders 

House 

1 7 Town Street 
Thaxted 

Essex CM6 2LD 

Tel: 01371 830438 


IN THE FOOTSTEPS 
OF THE SAINTS 

IN THE HEART OF MEDIEVAL SPAIN 


Visit places connected with St. Teresa 
and St. Ignatius during a journey from 

AVILA to LOYOLA 

Via Salamanca, Segovia, Pamplona, 
San Sebastian, Burgos and 
The Basque Country 
Experienced Priest Leaders 
Scheduled flights - First class hotels 

Departures May, June, 
Sept & Oct 

Contact 

Nick Oliver L'OI10WOOd 

at 

“ “ \L/' 


ABTA 

II V6754 


3 BOURNE COURT, 
WOODFORD GREEN, 
ESSEX 1G8 8PD 

TEL: 0181 551 9988 




Christian 

ENDEAVOUR 
HOLIDAY 
C K N T R R $ 



Celebrate 2000 with ... 

The Christian 
Holiday People 


7 Centres situated in the most beautiful areas of Britain 

Idual for Family and Church Holidays: Conferences: Mid Week Breaks: 
School Parlies: Activity Weeks: Special Interest Breaks: Alpha Groups etc. 

Beediwood Court 

Conwy, N. Wales 
rt 01492 593405 


St Miadaaui 

Ventnor, Isle of Wight 
v 01983 852160 

Ye Homesteade 

Sheringham, Norfolk 
rt 01263 822524 


Breckley 

Saltbum, North Yorks 
tr 01287 622329 

St Winifreds 

Rhos -on-Sea, N. Wales 
tr 01492 544128 

2000 Colour brochure 

plus further details 
tr 01695 573372 


Rock, Cornwall 
tr 01208 862230 

Tko PUasaunce 

Overstrand, Norfolk 
tr 01263 579 212 

Couch Holidays 

To all the centres 
tr 01772 466322 


Saif catering bungalows in the grounds of Lowmnna Manor, 
The Pleasaunce ana St Rhadagunds 

Christian Endeavour Holiday Centres Ltd — A Registered Charity 


Destination Portugal 

The name says it all! 

Specific Brochures Available for: 

MR Best value flights & Quality Car Hire 
MR Interesting Hotels Inland 
MR Algarve Villas + Apartments 
MR Manor Houses & Pousadas 
MR Also Madeira & Azores 

DESTINATION PORTUGAL 

01993 - 7732.69 

www.destination-portugal.co.uk 


ABTA V7827 
ATOL 3364 


HolibjkVf in Spain 
*nt> France 

Privately owned 6 Berth 
Mobile Homes on quality sites. 

Full facilities. Adjacent to beaches. 
English management. 

Ideal for families. 

Extra special offers available on 
early /late bookings 

For details Tel/Fax 01323 841906 


COft/v^ 



Direct coach holidays to Newquay departing 
m*. oxford & Abingdon 

m Delicious food - Excursions 
En suite bedrooms - Celtic hospitality 

TIR CHONNAILL LODGE HOTEL 

106 Mount Wise, Newquay, Cornwall TR7 1QP 

English Tourism Council ♦♦♦ AA ♦♦♦ 


01637 876492 


TERRA NOVA 
VILLAS 

Florida 

Villas 3-7 bedrooms, private 
pools, all areas of Florida, 
also hotels, apartments, 
bonded flights, car hire, 

HOLIDAY INSURANCE 
EUROPE/WORLDWIDE 
BIG DISCOUNTS 
Accommodation Spain, 
Canaries, Caribbean, Mexico 
01606 853573 / 854554 


FLORIDA 

Luxury Villas sleeps 
4-10 people. 
Disney just 5 minutes, 
pool, tennis, children’s 
activity area. 
From 

£330 per week 

For details photos etc. 
phone 01525 715518 


.DEVON 



DAWUSH WARREN 
Villas near beach - 
sleeps 2-8 
All action Hoseasons 
Park Childrens Club/ 
Playground, Golf, 
Fishing, Nightclub 
Entertainment. 

Prices from £85 weekly 
per family. 

Tel. 01222 492774 


LOVELY NORTH 
DEVON COTTAGE 

With a nicely sized (30* x 15’) 
heated indoor swimming pool. 
Rural surroundings 
Outage sleeping 4/8 
Excellent facilities 
Children and pets welcome 
Linen included 

Wc have a wry high standard of cleanliness 

For enquiries 01805 623186 


DERBYSHIRE 

DALES 

OPEN ALL YEAR 
Two luxurious self-catering 
converted barns, sleeping 4 and 
12. Outstanding rural location, 6 
acres grounds. Matlock, 
Chatsworth etc. nearby. Regret 
no pets. 

Brochure tel: 01246 591263 
Email: hmbamsUaol.com 


Experience 


The greatest story ever toll / 
ill one of the war Ill’s most j 
Ixunitifnl natural settings 
OlK'rumiiicrgau 

2000 

more than a holiday! 



ITALY 

ROME COUNTRYSIDE 

Panoramic garden flat 
in private villa, fully 
equipped, 30km city 

Tel. 0171 931 7425 


CORNWALL 

CHIVERTON PARK, 
Near St. Agnes 

Luxury caravans on quiet 
park. 

No club/ disco. Pets welcome. 

For free brochure, ring 
01872 560667 
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Mark Ringer - son and servant 


Hundreds of people have 
been touched by Mark’s life 
as much as by his tragic and 
untimely death. His family 
felt others would like to 
know how significant a part 
parish and diocesan youth 
work played for him. 

Mark’s Christian formation 
began in Chalfont St Peter 
where he was confirmed and 
joined the Guild of Servants 
of the Sanctuary with his 
younger brother, Paul, and 
their father. Another signifi- 
cant step was working as a 
Sunday school teacher. 

He began to discern his voca- 
tion when he was 15. It was 
when he was doing an ‘A’ 


level Religious 
Studies course 
at Amersham 
College that the first signs of 
his complex illness began to 
emerge. 

Diocesan youth events played 
a large part in Mark’s life. 
The Iona Community was 
one of his many spiritual 
loves. He contributed several 
articles to The DOOR 
including the first issue. 

He obtained a placement on 
the Time for God’ scheme 
sponsored by his home parish 
and found himself on a vessel 
> taking youngsters from 
London’s East End on sailing 
holidays. He attended an 


ABM selection 
conference in 
1993, and was 
recommended for training. 
His mysterious disease flared 
up from time to time. Not 
deterred, Mark completed a 
dissertation in hospital just 
48 hours before major 
surgery. 

He seemed to be on course 
for a steady recovery and 
began his ministerial training 
at Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon. He met 
Charlotte Sainsbury at 
Deanery youth events and 
they married in 1995. Mark 
went on to train at Cranmer 
Hall, Durham, where he was 


a popular figure. 

Among the many cards and 
letters his parents received at 
their parish in Lynton, North 
Devon was one from an old 
lady who quoted an 
unknown saint, Those who 
die in faith go no further from 
us than God - and God is very 
near.’ 

Christine and Philip (Mark’s 
mother and father) together 
with Paul ( his younger broth- 
er) have been deeply touched 
by the overwhelming number 
of tributes from all sections of 
the Oxford Diocesan family, 
and are extremely grateful for 
the care and concern which 
has been shown. 


by Philip Ringer 


Common worship with a sense 
awe and wonder 


Liturgy is important The 

Church of England is a litur^ 
gical church, that is we seek 
to use words, actions and 
music in an ordered way to 
enable people to worship 
God. Good liturgy gives peo- 
ple an experience of God and 
draws them into the mystery 
of Christ. Good liturgy 
(whether simple or elaborate) 
should be evangelistic, inspir- 
ing and educational. It should 
give worshippers a sense of 
awe and wonder. But good 
liturgy needs thoughtful plan- 
ning and preparation; it needs 
a lot of love and care. 

Why the change? The use 

of the ASB for the past 20 
years has shown its weakness- 
es and it was never intended 
to be permanent. Its theology 
needs to draw more widely on 
the biblical material. Its lan- 
guage lacks a certain amount 
of poetry, beauty and depth 
and is also exclusive - it seems 
very strange calling upon 
nuns to live in love and peace 
with all men. Also the ASB 
does not provide the variety 
and flexibility needed for 
worship today as can be seen 
from the amount of supple- 
mentary material which has 
been produced. 

When will it happen? 


From the 1st 
January 2001, 
the ASB will 
cease to be 
authorised and 
Common 
Worship will 
take its place. 

Whilst Bishops 
have authority 
to extend the 
use of the ASB, 

such permis- 

sion can only be given to indi- 
vidual parishes for a limited 
period and they will need to 
give good reasons why they 
feel they cannot complete the 
changeover in time, such as 
an interregnum. The House 
of Bishops says that such pro- 
vision must not be seen as an 
opportunity to delay the 
process. 


The Bishop of Reading 

(chairman of the Diocesan 
Liturgical Committee) 
explains the changeover 
from the ASB to 
Common Worship in the first 
of a series of four articles. 


What will it 
cost? It need 
not be expen- 
sive. There will 
be six volumes 
and a Psalter. 
The main vol- 
ume will be 
about 800 
pages and 
probably cost 
about £10 but 
it will only be 
needed by cler- 


‘Good liturgy should be 
evangelistic, inspiring 
and educational. 

It should give 
worshippers a sense of 


awe and wonder.’ 


gy and wor- 
ship leaders. It 
is best to 
regard it as a 
resource book. 
Parishes are 
encouraged to 
use modern 
technology to 
produce ‘cus- 
tomised’ ser- 
vices for local 

" use. Some may 

choose to print weekly service 
sheets with the liturgical text, 
readings and hymns. If 
parishes don’t want to do 
that, there will be cards con- 
taining the congregational 
parts and small service books 
for Holy Communion (proba- 
bly costing £2), but I would 
urge parishes not to buy large 
quantities of the main book 
(as they did 
with the ASB) 
and to have 
bulky books 
with hundreds 
of pages 
which they 
won’t use! 
Treasurers 
would be pru- 
dent however, 
to make a 
small budget 
provision for 
the changeover. 



What about the Book of 
Common Prayer? The 

1662 Prayer Book has a spe- 
cial place in Anglican liturgy 
and doctrine and will not be 
affected by the introduction 
of Common Worship which 
will also contain services in 
traditional as well as contem- 
porary language. 

What should parishes be 
doing now? Stipendiary 
clergy have been sent regular 
updates (with their stipend 
slips!) about the changeover 
and the timetable by which 
different services and publica- 
tions should be available. 
There are Diocesan training 
days and members of the 
Diocesan Liturgical 

Committee and the Liturgical 
Commission have been 
addressing Deanery Synods. I 
would strongly urge each 
PCC to buy a training pack 
(only £5 or £10 with colour 
OHP acetates) and to have a 
presentation for the PCC or 
the congregation. These 
packs died 'Making the 
Change' can be obtained 
from Praxis, Sarum College, 
19 The Close, Salisbury, 
Wilts. SPI 2EE Tel: 01722 
424815 Fax: 01722 338508 
Email: praxis@, sarum.ac.uk 
+ Dominic Reading 


Feature 


Ministry of welcome 
could be for you! 



Do you have some spare time? Do you enjoy meeting 
people, especially tourists? Are you keen on historical 
buildings? If the answers are all 'yes', why not not 
consider joining the Ministry of Welcome organised by 
the Mothers’ Union at Christ Church Cathedral? 


Many cathedrals across the 
country, and in Europe, have 
a welcoming desk, a place 
where visitors are greeted 
when they enter. The 
Ministry of Welcome at 
Christ Church Cathedral, 
Oxford has been in existence 
for over ten years, and con- 
tinues to flourish. 
Welcomers, wearing blue 
gowns to identify them as 
cathedral volunteers, stand 
(or sit if necessary) by the 
entrance to the cathedral, 
greet visitors and offer them 
free leaflets to guide them 
around. 

Welcomers need no special 
knowledge or training - 
there are stewards and verg- 
ers on hand to answer spe- 
cific questions. Although 
Mothers’ Union members 
account for a large propor- 
tion of the volunteers, any 
church member can wel- 
come, either on a regular 
basis, say monthly, or for a 
single spell of about two 
hours. Welcomers work 
singly or in pairs, so a friend 
can always come along too. 
The Ministry of Welcome 
takes place during summer 
only, from April to 
September. 

Most welcomers find that 
their time in the cathedral is 
thoroughly rewarding and 
enjoyable. Tourists come 
from all over the world: 
some want to stop and chat, 
some wish to be private and 


quiet, others in a hurry to 
‘do Oxford in two hours 
and be back on the coach 
after lunch’, may only have 
time for a smile. Then there 
are parties of tourists - and 
school children. 

The sight of a welcomer at 
the entrance may at least 
remind them that they are 
entering a place of worship, 
not just another museum. A 
letter written last summer 
from a welcomer describes 
her impressions: 7 enjoyed 
welcoming yesterday. There 
were plenty of people - 
Chinese, Dutch, Spanish, 
German. ]im ( the verger) 
had time for a chat. A lone 
young American sat by me 
for 30 minutes listening to 
the organ. It was just a love- 
ly morning !’ 

Both men and women 
enjoy welcoming. Some, per- 
haps now living alone, find 
that the chance to get out 
and meet people is benefi- 
cial. One or two have 
enjoyed themselves so much 
that they have gone on to 
become Cathedral Stewards. 
If you would be interested in 
joining this important min- 
istry, please contact Jackie 
and Robert Walker on 
01235 522361 (or leave an 
answerphone message). 
Welcomers pictured: Mary 
Knight of Chipping Norton 
and Wallace Benkhouse 
from Tilehurst with young 
visitors. 





3 nights in Guernsey 
for only £199€Hl 


GSD Tours 

presents for 2000 - 7 & 8 day Tours 
of Northern Spain 

including Half Board 
accommodation. The 
Guggenheim 
Museum, La Rioja, 

Castro Urdiales, San 
Sebastian and Luxury 
Cruise Ferry travel. 

Experienced Couriers- 8rtbao 

luxury Coaches. We are booking now for June, 
July & August. For more information and a 
booking please call: 

Freephone 0800 1691003 


• 3 nights half-board at Le Friquet Country Hotel (4 crown) 

• Return flights direct from Southampton and Gatwick 

• FREE parking at Southampton Airport 

• FREE airport transfers in Guernsey 


t FREE hire car in Guernsey £££?, 
plus • FREE seafood platter! 

Offer is valid until 30-4 (EXC Xmas, N Y. Easier) 

^^bgrou^om/t^rgue^^^ 


only £199 

per person 

Based on 2 people sharing} 
twin or double room 


FREED AYS 

Retail Agent for ATOL Holders 
Afv Xe TU TtwX 

Flights - Accommodation - Travel Insurance - 
Car Hire - Package Holidays - Conference Facilities 
AUc 

Holidays & tours to Israel & Jordan 
for Schools, Churches & Individuals 
Q*+Z*eZ: 

Free Phone 0800 056 18 92 

vmw.ffreedays.co.uk 


GSD Cruises presents 
three day Minicruises 
aboard P&O's Luxury 
Cruise ferry "Pride of 
Bilbao". 

A full entertainment 
programme. Casino's, 

Bars, Swimming Pool 
and Sauna. We 
organise Minicruises 
for the whole year 
with or without 
meals included. 

Phone now for a booking or information on 

FREEPHONE 0800 1691003 


PILGRIMAGES TO 
THE HOLY LAND 


REFUNDABLE 
FAMILIARISATION 
TOURS AVAILABLE WITH 

ineCo^P° oV 

mot c ° te 


ft 

Its 


FREEPHONE 

0800 - 0181-839 

Israel Travel Service 


ACTIO NSTR IDE LTD 

ABTA ATOL IATA 

www.itstravel co.uk 


FRE E DAYS 

T>WM ttt 

Retail Agent for ATOL Holders 
lie 

XrO«ttL *4f**cy 

Flights - Accommodation - 
Travel Insurance - 
Car Hire - Package Holidays - 
Conference Facilities 

AU* 

Holidays & tours to Israel & Jordan 
tor Schools, Churches & Individuals 
0*+i**l 

Free Phene 
0800 056 18 92 


CHRISTIAN HOLIDAYS 

FRANCE 

Nicely furnished three bedroom 
country cottage in Brittany, 
sleeps six. Peak season £300 
per week 

Deposit £50 to confirm booking, 
to be donated on completion to 
ACTION AID or charity of your 
choice. Off-peak £250 per week. 
Agent lives nearby. 

For information please contact: 
Robert Mason (01534 736320) 
or hotmail: 

framason ft hotmail .com 




FILM & TV 


I 


- 

EXTRAS 


m 

Required in ond around fhe 



London area 
For immediate interview, 



contact: 



0171 793 4265 
0171 463 2203 



We comply with the Employment 



Agency Ad 1973 
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Celebrating churchwardens 


The signs of 
spring are all 
around us now - 
aconites, snow- 
drops, daffodils 
and notices con- 
vening the 
Annual 
Parochial 
Church Meeting 
with the first 
agenda item: election of 
churchwardens. 

I want to celebrate our 
churchwardens, the largely 
unsung heroes of our parish- 
es. The archdeacons proba- 
bly see more of their work 
and their faithful service to 
the Church than others do, 
and so can readily acknowl- 
edge all that we owe to 
them. 

They have their statutory 
duties of course. When they 
are sworn in at the archdea- 
con’s visitation each year, 
they ‘solemnly and sincerely 
declare that they will faith- 
fully and diligently perform 
the duties of the office of 
churchwardens’ in their 
parishes, ‘and present such 
things as to their knowledge 
are presentable by the 
Ecclesiastical Laws of the 
Realm’. All that includes 
representing the laity and 
co-operating with the 
incumbent, encouraging 
parishioners in the practice 
of true religion, and promot- 
ing unity and peace. 
Wardens have important 


duties with 
regard to the 
church build- 
ings and prop- 
erty (with the 
PCC) and are 
responsible for 
all the move- 
ables - the plate 
and ornaments 
of the church, 
and ‘they shall also maintain 
order and decency in the 
church and churchyard, 
especially during the time of 
divine service’ - which is, I 
suppose, why they carry 
their staves in procession in 
front of the Bishop. 

But as you and I know very 
well, churchwardens do 
much more. Many of them 
modestly claim, ‘we do our 
best the support the vicar’. 
But that phrase ‘encouraging 
parishioners in the practice 
of true religion’ means that 
they have a vital ministry in 
their own right. They are 
part of the ministry team in 
their parish. They may lead 
worship - and many do. 
They have an essential pas- 
toral care for people (and in 
a village that can also be 
much wider than just the 
congregation). They are 
indeed our foremost spiritu- 
al lay leaders - and we must 
never take them for granted. 

Churchwardens of the 
Diocese of Oxford, I thank 
you. 

John Morrison 



Diocesan Appointments continued from page 4 


The Revd John Robertson, 
Chaplain University of York to 
be Vicar Grove; the Revd Paul 
Smith, Vicar St Frideswide, 
Water Eaton (LEP) to be Team 
Rector Hale with Badshot Lea, 
Guildford Diocese; the Revd Sue 
Timmins, Assistant Curate St 
Peter and St Leonard, Iver, to be 
Priest in Charge St John, 
Pendlebury, Manchester Diocese; 
the Revd Simon Walker, Curate 
Christ Church, Abingdon, to be 
Chaplain Dean Close School, 
Gloucester Diocese; the Revd 
Joan Wakeling, NSM Arborfield 
with Barkham, to be NSM 
Finchamptead; the Revd 
Malcolm White, Team Minister 


St Peter in the Burnham Team, to 
be CMS Mission Partner; the 
Revd Luke Wickings, Assistant 
Curate St Mary, Bletchley to be 
Vicar St Luke, West Norwood, 
Southwark Diocese; the Revd 
Preb. George Willis died 29 
January; the Revd David 
Willows, Assistant Chaplain 
Oxford Mental Healthcare Trust, 
to be Examining Chaplain to 
Bishop of London; the Revd 
Clive Windebank, NSM 
Bradfield Deanery, to be NSM 
Wallingford Deanery; the Revd 
Peter Worthem, Team Vicar 
Stantonbury and Willen (LEP), 
retired 1 February. 


Buildings that glorify God 

Don't undervalue the role of our churches: The Bishop of Dorchester writes 


MISSION is seen as the cut- 
ting edge of modern parish 
life. By contrast the routine 
work of maintaining the life 
of the church can seem more 
prosaic - a form of ecclesiasti- 
cal housekeeping. Like all 
dichotomies, that between 
ministry and mission can be 
misleading, particularly when 
it relegates the work of caring 
for the Church’s buildings to 
a secondary role. At times it 
appears that the effort and 
money expended on this 
work is portrayed as a diver- 
sion from the real task of the 
contemporary Church which 
is missionary in nature. 

JENKINS’ SELECTION 

The recent publication of 
England's Thousand Best 
Churches by Simon Jenkins 
(Penguin, 1999), has high- 
lighted the debate about 
church buildings. Of the 
16,000 English parish church- 
es, Simon Jenkins short-listed 
and visited 2,500. The final 
selection of a thousand, and 
their Michelin type star rating, 
will provoke much debate. 
Many churches will feel 
unjustly excluded but as with 
all such selections personal 
preferences are evident. 
Among Oxfordshire’s 34 
entries the grander churches, 
(such as Dorchester Bloxham, 
Burford) and the small remote 
ones (eg Chiselhampton, 
Shorthampton, Wheatfield) 
are well represented. 

In his introduction, Simon 
Jenkins offers a number of 
comments about the Church 
of England’s stewardship of 
this remarkable inheritance 
and these have been expanded 
in a series of recent newspa- 
per articles. Certainly, he has 
earned the right to speak on 
the subject and the Church of 
England needs to take seri- 
ously the points he makes. 
Churches remain by far the 
largest group of ancient build- 
ings still used for their origi- 
nal purpose. But Simon 
Jenkins’ approach is not that 
of someone who shares that 
purpose, for he regards 
churches primarily as ‘a cul- 
tural museum’. 


Jenkins’ comments are 
focussed on three aspects, 
firstly, access. There is noth- 
ing more frustrating than try- 
ing to visit a ‘locked church 
and in a perfect world, all 
would agree that all churches 
should always be open. 
Churches are locked because 
of fear not so much of theft 
(though that goes on at an 
alarming rate) but of the van- 
dalism and desecration that 


accompanies these activities. 
Recently in this area there 
have been a number of cases 
of arson, one which caused 
extensive damage to a small 
church. In another church 
there was damage to . furnish- 
ings after hymn books and 
pews were used to light a fire 
for cooking. 

VANDALISM PROBLEM 

There are daily occurrences 
where churches are used as 
public lavatories. In St 
Mary’s, Witney, a log is kept 
which last year revealed there 
were 27 significant incidents, 
three of which were major: It 
is easy for those who do not 
share in the week by week 
care of our churches to under- 
estimate the relentless pres- 
sure which these incidents 
exert. In the face of the end- 
less catalogue of theft and 
vandalism the wonder is not 
that so many churches are 
closed; it is a miracle that so 
many remain open. 

In one of his articles Simon 
Jenkins comments on the 
problem of church mainte- 
nance and concludes that he is 
‘overwhelmed by the hope- 
lessness of the task’. Such an 


assessment seems at variance 
with the evidence of the beau- 
tiful photographs in his book 
which shows churches which 
are clearly well maintained, 
clean, flower filled, cared for 
and prayed in by those who 
love them. What is truly 
remarkable is the depth of 
generosity with which any 
appeal is met. It is estimated 
that in this Diocese over £10 
million is spent on the fabric 


of the churches each year - 
while this raises significant 
questions it does not indicate 
the task is hopeless. 

THE BURDEN OF VAT 

Our parish churches (which 
include about 50% of all 
Grade One listed buildings) 
have probably never been in a 
better state of repair. 
However, the issue of VAT 
remains a matter of great 
importance. Every year those 
who work so hard to support 
our parish churches pay back 
to the State significantly more 
in VAT than is received in 
grant aid. Successive govern- 
ments have failed to respond 
to the Church’s request either 
to moderate or lift the impo- 
sition of VAT on money 
raised in the community for 
the repair of the local church. 
Evidence suggests that this is 
a misreading of the mood of a 
significant proportion of the 
population. 

Of the future, Simon Jenkins 
writes ‘I cannot believe that in 
a hundred years’ time parish 
churches will be in the sole 
custodianship of the Church 
of England.’ He proposes that 
the Church should maintain 


the chancel, and the State 
should maintain the nave; a 
reversal of the ancient 
arrangement whereby the lay 
rector or patron was respon- 
sible for the chancel and the 
congregation for the nave. 
Whilst further State support 
for parish churches would be 
welcome, the evidence from 
France does no.t encourage 
the belief that churches would 
be better cared for if they 
were maintained by the State. 

THE GIFT OF CARING 

It is hard to criticise the beau- 
tiful pictures in his book for 
omitting any people, but there 
is a sense in which this is a 
missing element. The future 
of parish churches will 
depend upon those who care 
for them and cherish them; it 
is their commitment which is 
not just the best, but the only, 
hope for the future. 

A recent article has suggested 
that the number of people 
who regularly visit churches is 
three times as many as regular 
worshippers. Whilst it is part 
of the truth of the incarnation 
that God’s unconditional love 
needs a human agency to 
communicate it, nonetheless 
church buildings lift people’s 
gaze to a higher and wider 
horizon and speak of values 
and understandings which are 
at variance with contempo- 
rary judgements. Massively 
expensive to maintain they 
are only used (in the conven- 
tional sense) for relatively 
short periods. Everything they 
stand for contradicts the 
quantifiable judgements of 
everyday life. They are wit- 
nesses to the truth, that beau- 
ty, peace, space, order and 
silence are important in 
human life, and it is through 
them that we approach the 
stillness and holiness of God. 
In a Church that is rightly and 
more clearly orientated 
towards mission it is impor- 
tant not to undervalue the 
dedication and care which are 
lavished on church buildings, 
and the place which they have 
in holding the Gospel before 
our contemporary society. 

Photograph: All Saints 7 , Brill 



Planning a 

BARN DANCE 

for your church or community 
group? 

NATTERJACK 

Four-piece band and caller. 
Ring Andrew 01865 243266 
or John 01865 245751 
for details 


Dog Behaviour Problems 

SORTED!! 


Deal with those obedience and 
aggression problems 
Late starter courses for rescue and problem dogs. 
Courses held in association with 
The Animal Hospital, Cowley. 

Puppy Classes starting Jan 2000 
STAFFORDSHIRE BULL TERRIERS 
* Rescue * Retraining * Rehoming 


♦ Tel: 01865 375210 

or on the web at 

http://uww.haker21freeserve.co.uk 


Golden Keys Recruitment 

0ColdcnQ 




Search and selection 
in pursuit of excellence 


Nursing and Hospitality Vacancies 
URGENTLY requires 


| CARERS/AUXILIARIES 
f RGN, ENG, RMN NURSES 
S CATERING ASSTS 


for work now 
Excellent rates of pay 


Call Rachel today on 01793 434533 


Swindon Town Centre - 

easy access to a safe, secure 
leisurely shopping experience 


Throughout the year Swindon is a hive of activity. The Town Centre is the location for major 
high street names such as Debenhams, Marks & Spencer, House of Fraser, BHS, Boots, C&A, 
Woolworths & Sainsburys, as well as being only minutes away from the Great Western 
Designer Outlet Centre and Swindon's Old Town. 

We offer you the opportunity to discover a wide variety of retailers, bars, cafes and restaurants 
plus: 

• Seasonal events throughout the year with entertainment in the Town Centre most weekends. 

• French Market in the autumn 

• Christmas Lights & Parade in late November 

• Events every Thursday and Sunday throughout December in the lead up to Christmas 

• Swindon is open 7 days a week with late night shopping on Thursdays 

• A Shoppers’ Shuttle runs every 15 minutes from Swindon Town Centre to the Great Western Designer Outlet Centre 

• Shopmobility scheme enables disabled visitors easy access about town 

• Creche and children's play area available. 

Take a step in the right direction 
and visit Swindon Town Centre. 

For details & information about any of the above, please contact Town Centre Management 
on (01793) 434053 orwww.swindontowncentre.co.uk 
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to the editor 


Abolish Section 28? 

Prohibition on promoting homosexuality by teaching 
or by publishing material (1) A local authority shall not 
- a) intentionally promote homosexuality or publish 
material with the intention of promoting homosexuali- 
ty; b) promote the teaching in any maintained school of 
the acceptability of homosexuality as a pretended fami- 
ly relationship. 


YES ■ says Jeremy Trigg 

Schools exist to provide 
young people with the 
resources to flourish in 
adult society; and to 
become good citizens. The 
debate raging in society is 
about whether or not gay 
and lesbian relationships 
fall within the boundaries 
of acceptability. Section 28 
prevents teachers from 
entering into this impor- 
tant debate, in schools, 
with the young people they 
are encouraging to be 
good; caring, responsible 
and mature adults and citi- 
zens. It suppresses the 
expression of thought and 
blocks the transmission of 
information. Section 28 
prevents emotional, practi- 
cal and pastoral support 
being given by teachers to 
pupils who may just be dis- 
covering their own gay sex- 
uality. It is difficult for 
teachers and school coun- 
sellors to be open minded 
and provide a safe, non - 
judgmental environment 
within which young people 
may seek help. The result is 
often to drive young peo- 
pleto seek help in the gay 
subculture Section 28 seeks 
to combat. Section 28 
allows teachers to say that 
the need to procreate 
defines what is the normal 
relationship within which 
to express our sexuality; 
and that the best context 
for this expression is the 
long-term commitment of 
marriage. But it does so in 
a way that places marriage 
in a vacuum. You cannot 
hope to strengthen mar- 
riage without permitting 
honest and open discussion 
of the alternatives. Section 
28 has to go. 

The Revd Jeremy Trigg is Rector 
of Wolverton, Milton Keynes, 
Chair of Greenleys Middle 
School Governors and a 
Member of the Board for Social 
Responsibility. 


NO ■ says Tim Bradshaw 

It seems reasonable for 
parents not to have to 
worry that their children 
are being targets of educa- 
tionalists' sexual sugges- 
tion, of many kinds. Most 
people wish neither to 
'canonise nor crucify' mul- 
tiply married people, single 
parent mothers, divorcees, 
boringly married people, 
sexually frigid people, or 
those espousing homosex- 
uality. We are all people. 
We all have sets of prob- 
lems and joys. But as to 
our lifestyle structures, 
there can and will be dis- 
agreement. Just as 
divorcees are to be respect- 
ed, but divorce itself is 
regarded as unfortunate, so 
with single mothers and an 
ideal of deliberately single 
motherhood, and with 
homosexuality. Schools 
should be able to discuss 
but not promote the pat- 
tern, and of course bully- 
ing of children from all 
such backgrounds strictly 
rooted out. 

Educationalists and politi- 
cians may be assuming a 
fixed, inevitable gay identi- 
ty, necessitating homosexu- 
al behaviour patterns in 
those who may discover it 
deep within themselves. 
When it has been discov- 
ered, then the educational 
task is to lead the pupil to 
the narrow track labelled 
'homosexual'. But many 
dispute this analysis, and 
do not want the possibility 
of their children having 
their sexual imaginations 
funelled so narrowly at a 
very plastic stage in their 
life journey. That is whv 
they want some form of 
the principle enshrined in 
Section 28. 

The Revd Dr Timothy Bradshaw 
is Senior Tutor at Regent's Park 
College, Oxford. 


'Will the Church last this decade?’ asked the headline in the February issue. It provoked more letters 
than we have had for a 10119 time. Here we print a selection; we hope to include more later. 


Surely the answer is a res- 
ounding ‘yes’, or can it be 
that we do not believe Jesus 
when he promised that the 
gates of the underworld 
would never prevail against 
his Church? As for the cur- 
rent manifestation of the 
Church of England, that has 
to be a different matter alto- 
gether. 

Revd Adam Carlill 

Vicar, St George, Tilehurst 


At a recent meeting of the 
Aston and Cuddesdon 
Deanery Chapter I was asked 
to write and say how upset 
many clergy and laity were 
by the headline. 

They were not being compla- 
cent and are aware of the 
challenges that face us all. 
However just after so many 
of us had found hundreds of 
extra people in church over 
Christmas and the millenni- 
um it was felt unfortunate 
that the first issue of the new 
century should have given 
such a negative impression. 
We need to be realistic about 
current church attendances 
but many of us feel the pic- 
ture is more complex and 
more full of hope than the 
DOOR article conveyed. 
Canon John Crowe 
Area Dean, Aston and Cuddesdon 


The short answer is ‘no’! 
Certainly not if the Church 
continues to throw the same 
tired old failed solutions at 
an ever- recurring problem. 
‘Evangelism’ alone, in its pre- 
sent form and as perceived 
by the general public, will 
not do. 

I believe that the Church has 
the potential to be a major 
source for good and spiritual 
growth in our society and 
that the Church and its 
churches are ideally sited to 
become the spiritual heart of 
the community. 

Consultation is essential but 
it must include representa- 
tives of all the people vitally 
concerned. PCCs have been 
sent copies of the Strategy for 
Evangelisation 2000-2001 
paper and have been asked 
to send ‘key people’ to a 
half-day conference. This is 
sending the converted to 


preach to the thoroughly 
converted. The pro-cess does 
not give opportunity to take 
part in, and make a vital 
contribution to, the resuscita- 
tion of the Church. 

The ‘key people’ should be 
representatives of: 

• Christians on the fringes - 
struggling to hang on by 
their spiritual fingertips 

• disaffected Christians who 
no longer attend church 

• ‘Christians at heart’ who 
do not recognise the ‘Christ- 
ianity’ preached from the 
pulpit 

• the thousands of spiritual 
pilgrims who have turned to 
other sources for guidance. 
These ‘key people’ could 
make a really constructive 
contribution to the consulta- 
tion, for they all know why 
the Church is failing. It must 
not fail the people who need 
it most and who hold the key 
to its survival 

John Gant 
Abingdon 


The question is too close to a 
death wish for comfort. But 
where the Church is seen as 
irrelevant, it is dying. To 
reverse this, we must do 
three things: 

1 Since we live in a society in 
which reason and proof are 
highly prized, we must win 
the rational argument for 
belief. Scientific discovery 
increasingly demonst-rates 
that wherever we look in the 
natural world we see order 
not chaos, complexity not 
simplicity, design not chance. 
In short we see a creative 
force that as Christians we 
call God. Science, far from 
being the enemy of our faith, 
is its strongest ally. It is the 
resp-onsibility of Christian 
theologians, scientists and 
apologists to build on the 
opportunity that science gives 
us to regain the intellectual 
high ground that we have 
lost in our sceptical society. 

2 The Church of England 
must speak with authority. 
Perhaps in thes£ times of 
widespread debate and fre- 
quently stated division or 
doubt this is the most diffi- 
cult task of all. But unless 
our leaders give a credible 
and consistent exposition of 


the application of our faith 
to the issues of today, we 
invite and deserve ridicule. 

3 We in our local churches 
must find new and creative 
ways of progressively wide- 
ning and strengthening faith 
in our communities. There 
are many success stories and 
we can learn much from each 
other. 

None of these will be effec- 
tive if taken in isolation. 
Taking them together we can 
turn the tide. And our Maker 
will rejoice. 

Gerald Atkinson 

Inkpen Common, Hungerford 



Children in the Church 

Guy Peggram tries out Latin 
American costume at Holy 
Trinity Cookham’s ‘Que 
Caramba!’ day: see page 20. 


Whilst Chris Neal quotes fig- 
ures about Sunday schools, is 
he aware that in this Diocese 
there are 44,000 children and 
young people in our 280 
Church schools? These 
schools are part of the mis- 
sion of the Diocese for they 
not only meet children and 
parents ‘where they are’ but 
they also develop a sense of 
connectedness with the local 
parish and the life and root- 
edness of the local church. 
Members of local parishes 
give a remarkable sense of 
ministry and mission to their 
work as head teachers, teach- 
ers, staff and govern-ors. 
Recently two of my schools 
came through very different 
situations with deep, prayer- 
ful and practical support 
from their local churches. 


This sense of mission and 
belonging to the family of the 
Diocese is not exclusive to 
the work with schools; it is 
at the heart of the work of 
all diocesan teams and the 
remarkable range of people 
they relate to. 

Jesus was renowned for 
affirming and valuing people, 
for accepting them for who 
they were and then inviting 
them - and empowering them 
- to move forward in faith to 
discover the challenge and 
joy of the kingdom of God. 
This is exactly how any 
process of evangelisation 
should set off on its pilgrim 
path. 

Danny Sullivan 

Head of Advisory Services, Oxford 
Diocesan Board of Education 


One becomes used to the sec- 
ular world announcing the 
death of the Church (it has 
been doing so since the 
beginning), but I am dis- 
mayed to find The DOOR 
appearing to concur. My 
own experience in the last 
parish I served in is that the 
Church is growing and meet- 
ing people’s needs in a largely 
poor area (only six of the 
electoral roll have working 
incomes); and in St Nicolas 
here in Abingdon we could 
not fit everybody in if they 
all came to the same service. 
In both cases a normal litur- 
gy is used. Christ Church, 
Abingdon has an even bigger 
problem of numbers. Why 
not celebrate Church growth, 
instead of what some per- 
ceive as Church death within 
ten years? The other half of 
the page did just this, and, I 
submit, should have been the 
major story. 

Geraldine Coldham 
Abingdon 


Some misprints are inspired. 
I was thrilled by Chris 
Neal’s call for ‘expectaction’ 
on page 2. 

Kathleen Hall 

Oxford 

February DOOR: Nuns move 

Our apologies to the Community of 
St John Baptist in Clewer. It is they 
and not the Community of the 
Companions of Jesus the Good 
Shepherd who have purchased 
Begbroke Priory near Woodstock. 


W. P. HINE & CO. 

ESTABLISHED (OXFORD) 1830 
Town and Country Outfitters and Tailors 

17 GROVE STREET, 
WANTAGE 

Our service also 
includes Hand 
Sewn Bespoke 
Tailoring for both 
Ladies & 
Gentlemen, & 
Made-to- 
Measure Wear 
(including shirts) 
Dressware also 
available for hire. 

Full range of dressware for sale & for hire 

TELEPHONE FOR YOUR 
INDIVIDUAL REQUIREMENTS 

Telephone: 01235 770211 

Fax: 01235 770233 


We offer 
Traditional ready 
to Wear Tweed 
and Corduroy 
Jackets, Town 
and Country 
Suits & Trousers 
( including Plus 
Twos), Shirts, 
Knitwear* Ties & 
Cravats & other 
Accessories for 
Gentlemen. 



Pre-payment 
Funeral Bonds 


GEOFFREY 

CHURCH 


24 Hour 
Service 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


Church Gate 
The Broadway, 
Thatcham. 


Monumental 

Masonry 



Funeral 

Ombudsman 

Scheme 



Member 
of the 
Funeral 
Standards 

Council 


( 01635 ) 868 444 


48 Bishopswood 
Road, 

Tadley, Hants. 


( 0118 ) 981 4420 




• EXHAUSTED 

• ANXIOUS 

• IRRITABLE? 

DOES ALL THIS SOUND FAMILIAR? 
CALL US NOW 
& 

BEAT THE MILLENNIUM BLUES 

Chiltern Research Centre is looking at a 
new drug therapy to alleviate just these 
type of symptoms. Call us for an informal 
discussion, in complete confidence, and 
see how we may be of help to you. 

You will be paid a fee for taking part in this 
important research as well as travel 
expenses. 

For more details call: 

Freephone 0800 783 0976 
or 01753 642222 



Chiltern International Limited., 
FREEPOST SL2543, $p^cf6y*the ' 
^Tast Berkshire Ethics Committee 
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CHILDREN’S 


New class starting especially 
for children. 

This is designed to improve 
children’s fitness, self 
confidence and also build a 
good level of self defence. 
This class is aimed at both boys and girls and with the first lesson 
FREE is a must for your child. 


Every Tuesday at 
Headington Community 
Centre, Gladstone Road, 
Headington 6-7pm. 


Every Thursday at 

Blackbird Leys Sports 
Centre, Pegusus Road, 
Blackbird Leys 730-830pm 



Just come along or to book your place 
ring: 

01386 831695 Daytime 
0976 247182 Anytime 



NEW 

Herbal Diet 
Diet Magic!!! 

Are you serious about 
losing weight? 

We are serious about 
helping you! 
Satisfied customers in 
46 countries. 

Call Carol or Mark on 

0118 981 1775 

www.herbalife4Us.com 



1 Discover Your ANCESTORS I 
LET US TRACE YOUR 
FAMILY HISTORY 

For FREE estimate write to: 

ANCESTORS 

FREEPOST 1162 
/DOVER, KENT CT179QYDP/ 


Shades of Qhass 
Studio 

Craftsmen built Lead Light and 
Stained Glass Windows, Specialists 
in Church Window refurbishment 
and replacement. 

Call us for Free quotation on: 

★ Lead lights 

★ Vandal damage 

★ Hand painted detail 

★ Stained glass and engraved detail. 

We also specialise in the supply and 
fitting if stainless steel and/or 
galvanised. 

Recognised by Ecclesiastical 
Insurance Group. 

All work undertaken in our own studio. 
References available. 

INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 

Shades of Qtass Studio 

12 Fane Drive 

Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB 

Tel: OXFORD 01865 340831 


Lead 

Light 

‘Windows 



J 




The 

Breaktime 



A Little of Your Time Goes a 
Long, Long Way 

What are you doing this weekend? 
Going swimming, feeding the ducks, visiting 
friends ... just the usual family activities? 
Alex has cerebral palsy, could she or one of 
her friends come too? 

Could you offer a short break to a child with 
a disability 

Phone 01865 375515 for more 
Information 


(Oxfordshire 

V-X COUNT vXcOUNCIlV 

mwuMiUijum 




Your money and y( 

We live in financially bewildering times. Plastic cards are rapidly replacing 
bank managers are a rare breed. It’s easy to borrow and even easier to g< 
are some of the ways Christians are helping people to manage their mone 


Holy Family helps Credit Union 
to bring jubilee to Blackbird Leys 


St Luke (4: 16- 22) states that 
Jesus stood in the synagogue 
and read from Isaiah , ‘He 
sent me to proclaim liberty to 
the captives , sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go 
free, to proclaim a year of 
favour from the Lord.* 

Our church, Holy Family, is 
ecumenical, with Anglicans, 
Baptists, Methodists, those 
from United Reform and 
other Christian traditions 
sharing in worship and min- 
istry. Our community on the 
outskirts of Oxford is pre- 
dominantly ‘social housing’. 
Many face the day-to-day 
hassle of managing family 
finances on extremely limited 
budgets. No, this is not a call 
for money but news of the 
Church reaching into the 
community to enable people 
to help themselves. 

In 1989 a 
small 
group of 
people 
met to 
hear 
about 
Credit 
Unions. 

These are 
savings 
and loans co-operatives, oper- 
ated by their members and 
governed by the 1976 Credit 
Union Act. They offer a con- 
venient way to save, as well as 
low cost loans to members. 
For more than four years peo- 
ple met regularly in the 
church hall. The church com- 



munity worker gave much of 
his time acting as a contact 
point and providing continu- 
ity. In 1994 Blackbird Leys 
Credit Union was registered. 
People on low income often 
pay the highest interest rates; 
the poor get poorer. Not so 
with the Credit Union: for 
every £100 borrowed and 
paid back in a year, a member 
pays a total of £6.50. The last 
quarterly return showed that 
the Credit Union had 
£13,000 out on loan to its 
members. 

The church has helped by its 
witness, its faith, the time 
given by members, by the use 
of its facilities. Throughout 
the church has been support- 
ive, providing shared office 
space, the room for a collec- 
tion point, use of the photo- 
copier, and a multitude of 
other 
items. 
However 
the great- 
est thing 
has been 
its sup- 
port of 
the 
Credit 
Union 
and the volunteers by its 
prayers and faith. In this Holy 
Family has helped to declare a 
jubilee in Blackbird Leys. 

Marion Delaney 
Marion is a member of Holy Family 
Church and was there at the first 
CU meeting in 1989. Pictured: 
James Ramsay, Vicar of Blackbird 
Leys outside Holy Family Church. 


When you need help 


Debt Solutions are a 

Christian company who offer 
free advice for people in debt. 
They are committed to ‘ justice 
and mercy to satisfy debtors 
and creditors’ and to serving 
the community. Although they 
are not a charity, they give to 
charity all the income they not 
need to run Debt Solutions. 
Debt Solutions, Havering 
Grange Centre, Havering Road, 
Romford, RMl 4HR 
Telephone 01708 750093. 

Communicare offers support 
and information about wel- 
fare rights and social security 
benefits. A registered charity, it 
is run by two members of SS 
John and Stephen’s Church 
from a cupboard in Wycliffe 
Baptist Church! It is also an 
accredited centre for disabled 
people and their carers. 
Communicare offers mobile 
sessions and home visits using 


money. They offer books and 
leaflets including Escaping 
Debt , a new book by their 
director, Keith Tondeur (£3.50 
including postage). They can 
also provide video and study 
notes (our pig is taken from 
these), a preaching and teach- 
ing ministry and a helpline. 
Some of their material has 
been used by major companies 
such as Boots and the Body 
Shop and they have written a 
booklet for the Prison 
Fellowship entitled Money 
Matters . 

Credit Action, 6 Regent 
Terrace, Cambridge, CB2 1AA 
Telephone 01223 324034 

Help the Aged have pro- 
duced a leaflet called 
Thinking about Money which 
shows you how to assess your 
presesnt financial situation 
and prepare a balanced finan- 
cial budget. The information 


lap top section at the 


computer. 
Currendy it is 
providing 
support for 
Churches 
Together in 
Reading 
Women’s 
Centre and 


Credit Action Helpline: 
0800 591084 
Free, confidential, 
sensitive advice on 
debt management 


PACT in 


Southcote and Coley Park. 
24-hour answerphone on 0118 
926 3941. 

Credit Action is a Christian 
money education charity giv- 
ing a biblical practical perspec- 
tive on all aspects of under- 
standing and managing 


end has use- 
ful addresses. 
Help the 
Aged, St 
James Walk, 
London 
EC1R0BE. 

Telephone 

0171 253 0253. Free helpline 
for senior citizens, friends and 
relatives 0800 650065 (mini- 
com:0800 269626) 10 to 4pm 

Citizens Advice Bureau give 
useful impartial advice on 
many subjects including debts. 
Look under C in your focal 
telephone directory. 


Anglicans - ‘short arms and deep pockets’? 


‘There ore two ways of look- 
ing at life. You can take it for 
granted or you can take it 
with gratitude. The second is 
the Christian way, but grati- 
tude needs to be expressed in 
specific terms or it becomes 
mere sentiment. ’ 

This comment is attributed 
to Lord Runcie when he was 
Bishop of St Albans. It is a 
comment that applies to 
‘Money’ and ‘the Church’. 
Many church people are very 
sentimental about their 
church. Usually the building, 
sometimes the ‘good old 
days’ when things were 
(apparently) so much better. 
Very often with the senti- 
mentality comes the ‘taking 
things for granted’ attitude. 
In today’s world we can no 
longer take things for grant- 
ed. Today’s world is much 
harsher and the economic 


realities of life have hit the 
Church. 

Today’s Church of England 
is called to support itself and 
its ministry without the out- 
side subsidies that kept it 
going for many years. Many 
have come to understand 
that ‘Church’ is not just the 
building, neither is it the 
Institution. The ‘Church’ is 
the people of God who have 
responded to the call of Jesus 
Christ and the Good News 


of the Gospel. 

The Gospel teaches us that 
‘God so loved the world that 
he gave his Son’; that giving 
comes from loving. There are 
some outstanding excep- 
tions, but generally the finan- 
cial support we give our 
Church and its mission caus- 
es me to wonder how much 
we love our God. The report 
to General Synod and the 
Church, 'Working as One 
Body , said: ‘ ... we are con- 


Can we help you? 


The Thanksgiving pack’, a teaching pack on giving, is still 
available. It it includes an excellent video which is available 
separately; other leaflets for general circulation, Bible stud- 
ies for discussion groups are also available and the 
Stewardship Adviser is always willing to visit parishes to talk 
about the issues raised. Contact him on 01865 208554. 


vinced that God in his good- 
ness has already given to the 
Church the resources it needs 
to be God’s people.’ Why 
then do we hear of cut backs 
in the mission of the Church 
because of lack of money? 
Ways of saving a couple of 
pounds here, reductions in 
activity there, while many 
Church people give less to 
God’s work than they spend 
on newspapers or other 
mundane ‘necessities’ of life. 
Bishop Winston, then of 
Kimberley and Kuruman, 
now Archbishop of Cape 
Town, told Diocesan Synod 
in an address a few years ago 
that ‘The trouble with 
Anglicans is that they have 
short arms and deep pock- 
ets!’ Think about it. 

David Haylett 

Diocesan Stewardship Adviser 
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your life 

replacing money. Friendly 
sier to get into debt. These 
sir money 



Tap dancing to apples? 
LETS have the answer 


We have a LETS in Milton 
Keynes. Do you have one 
locally or do you even know 
how LETS scheme can change 
your life? 

The LETS scheme enables 
local people to give and 
receive all kinds of goods and 
services without the need to 
spend money. A LETS scheme 
(Local Exchange Trading 
Scheme) taps into a variety of 
local resources, (resources 
that are often unrecognised), 
and makes them available for 
the good of the community. 
LETS also values and encour- 
ages individual gifts and skills. 
The Milton Keynes LetNet has 
been running for some years. 
There are currently about 50 
members who offer an extra- 
ordinary range of goods and 
services. The directory, a list of 
what members offer and need, 
ranges from accountancy to 
tap dancing tuition. 

Members trade in units called 
Ccs (Concrete cows for which 
Milton Keynes is famous!) 
which are not physical tokens 
but are computer records of 
the value of transactions 
between members. Each time 
you use LETS, a translip is 
signed 
recording 
the agreed 
value of the 
transaction 
and this 
then creates 
debit and 
credit, not a 
‘debt’ but a 
commit- 
ment for the future. 

So why is LETS important and 
how many Christians take 
these ideas on board? How 
can we live out our faith with- 
out being accountable for our 
relationship with money? In 


Opening 

Doors 

The Open Door Scheme 
in Milton Keynes helps 
young people with their rent 
deposits. Money raised by 
the city’s Christian Council 
is used as a rent deposit 
guarantee for landlords in 
the private housing sector. 
Graham Skipsy, sector min- 
ister for economic develop- 
ment in the Christian 
Council, said that people 
trying to get a job or sort out 
benefits could not afford the 
deposits which are payable 
in advance of the rent. 


particular, we need to look at 
the millions of people who suf- 
fer exclusion because of their 
poverty, recognising that we, 
the well-off, need to question 
the validity and rarity of our 
money-centred life-style. 

In its own way, a local LETS 
can help to restore some of the 
values that a money-centred 
society has eroded. A LETS 
can offer: 

• a local network of contacts 
offering a local opportunity 
for meeting new friends, there- 
by building up the local com- 
munity as a working reality 

• recognition that we all have 
something of value to offer, 
irrespective of age, wealth, 
gender, qualifications or edu- 
cation 

• opportunities to develop 
new skills and to make use of 
your latent creative talents. 

Does this fit into your vision of 
society where people really 
matter more than money? 
Perhaps your church could 
join a local scheme as a natur- 
al way of building bridges 
with local people or even start 
a scheme if none exists? 

Philip Cruttwell 

For more 
informa- 
tion, try 
your local 
library, 
search the 
WWW or 
contact 
Philip 
Cruttwell 
at The Well on 01908 242190 


The photograph shows members 
of the Christian community, The 
Well at Widen, picking apples, 
some of which are traded 
through the LETS scheme. 


Wedding list with 
a difference 

Newly weds Lisa and Steve 
Rawlings from Chesham have 
equipped a boys’ home in 
Guatemala with a range of 
basic home needs, from a 
washing machine to bed linen, 
thanks to their wedding gift list 
with a difference. It comprised 
a list of the needs of Jireh, 
rather than their own. Lisa 
said, ‘We felt we had more 
than enough already ourselves 
and are so blessed by our mar- 
riage to each other that we 
could not think of any other 
we would rather celebrate.’ 
From The Toybox Charity newsletter 



Promise of Life 
legacy scheme piloted 
by Christian Aid 



Legacies are an underrated 
source of funds for the 
Church. Last year alone over 
£5 million was left to 
Christian Aid by people in 
their wills and similar 
amounts to churches. The 
average residuary legacy is 
now £26,000. Through 
‘Promise of Life’ we hope to 
not only encourage people to 
make a will, but to leave a 

legacy and 

one to be 
divided 
jointly 
between 
your church 
and Christ- 
ian Aid. 

Christian 
Aid has pre- 
pared mate- 
rials includ- 
ing a short 
video (just 
over ten 
minutes 
long) which 
features 
work done 
by Churches 
in Britain, 
such as the 
credit union 
operated by 
Blackbird 
Leys Church 
in Oxford 
(featured on 
this page) 
and the 
Dorchester 
Abbey Tea 
Room whose 
profits go to 
a variety of 
charities. 

The video 
explains 
how 
Christian 
Aid works 
through 
churches and 
local groups 
overseas, 
making the 
link between 
the local and 
wider church 
community. 

The idea is 

to encourage 

people to make a Promise of 
Life, a legacy that will have 
benefits beyond their imme- 
diate friends and family. 

We are asking that people 
consider extending the con- 
cept of a tithe to their will 
and to leave a share of their 
residuary estate, whatever 
that amounts to after all* 


M 



The four pictures above are 
from the Promise of Life, a 

new Christian Aid Video which 
features (from the top): Church 
of the Holy Family, Blackbird 
Leys; the work of Christian Aid 
overseas; Canon John Crowe, the 
Rector of Dorchester Abbey and 
narrator Glenda Jackson MP 


expenses have been taken 
care of, to the church local 
and global. 

Together with the video there 
will also be a small booklet 
for people to take away with 
them, which summarises the 
scheme and includes a pledge 
card. If anyone wishes to 
make a legacy, they are 
encouraged to return the 
pledge card so that Christian 
Aid can send 
them a copy 
of Janet 
M o r 1 e y ’ s 
prayer book 
by way of an 
acknowledge- 
ment of their 
gift. 

The booklet 
will encour- 
age people to 
discuss the 
matter fur- 
ther with 
friends and 
family and 
seek the 
advice of a 
solicitor 
before mak- 
ing a deci- 
sion. 

Promise of 
Life is being 
piloted in the 
Oxford 
Diocese and 
would wel- 
come any 
comments or 
suggestions 
about the 
materials or 
about this 
approach 
genereally. 

Nicky Gough, 

Christian Aid 
Legacy Officer 


Christian Aid 
is an agency 

of the British 

and Irish 
churches 

working with the world's poor 
in over 60 countries. It is part 
of ACT Inter-national (Action 
by Churches Together), the 
world-wide ecumenical net- 
work for emergency relief. You 
can contact Nicky Gough on 
01295 680031. e-mail: 
ngough@christian-aid.org 


Situations VACANT 

Pastoral Director 

Greyfriars 
Church 

Reading, Berkshire 

Greyfriars is a large evangelical Anglican Church in the heart of 
Reading. We are committed to church growth and 
excellent pastoral care for members, primarily through small groups. 

The purpose of this role is to take responsibility for the 
provision and development of pastoral care within Greyfriars as a full 
time member of the leadership team. 

The key tasks are to work in conjunction with the Vicar in: 

♦ Developing the existing vision, identity and strategy for small 
groups within the Greyfriars Statement of Aims. 

♦ Encouraging maximum participation in existing small groups. 

♦ Establishing and implementing new initiatives for other forms 
of fellowship and care. 

♦ Leadership of and delegation through an established network 
of small group leaders and area co-ordinators. 

The successful applicant, male or female, lay or ordained, will have 
proven pastoral gifts and experience, particularly with small groups. 

For further details about this position, please contact 

Rev. Jonathan Wilmot, 

Greyfriars Vicarage, 

64 Friar Street 
READING, 

RG1 1EH 

e:office@greyfriars.org.uk 


St Albans and Oxford Ministry Course 
which trains ordinands of Church of 
England, Methodist Church and URC 

is seeking a full-time tutor to teach and share 
responsibility for the pastoral care of students: 

FULL-TIME STAFF MEMBER 
with expertise in 
NEW TESTAMENT with 
Ethics and/or Practical Theology 

Applicants should be: 

Committed to training students for ordained ministry and for the 
mission of the Church; pastorally and academically competent, 
and committed to students’ welfare and growth; appreciative of 
the variety of denominations and theological positions; compe- 
tent administratively and computer-literate, and able to cope with 
a considerable amount of driving. 

Salary: Lichfield Scale. 

Contact Mrs Gill Pratley, St Albans and Oxford Ministry Course, 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB 
(01865 208 260; 
fax 790 470). 

Applications should be received by Tuesday 21st March. 
Interviews 12th April. Applicants should be prepared to give a 
lecture or presentation on a topic of their choice. 

They may also telephone the Principal, 

Revd Dr Mike Butterworth, 01865 208 259 or 
01869 240 932. 


Situations SOUGHT 


St Peter’s with St Mark’s Church 
Furze Platt, Maidenhead 

real life God's way 

Youth Worker 
in Training 

We are looking for a person of vision, 
initiative and prayer who will help establish 
youth ministry in the parish while training 
for a BA degree in Youth and Community 
Work at the Centre for Youth Ministry, 
Oxford. The Church will provide 
accommodation and travel expenses, 
a book grant, youth work expenses and 
vacation employment. 

Please contact the Revd Dr Lee Rayfield, 
Parish Office, St Peter's Church, 

St Peter's Road, Maidenhead, 

Berks SL6 7QU 

if you are interested in finding out more 

(telephone 01628 784053 or 

e mail qffice@st-pandm.freeserve.co.uk) 
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TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 



WHO NEEDS IT? 

♦ SPORTS PEOPLE ★ TIRED ADULTS 
r ATHLETES * ADULTS SUFFERING FROM STRESS 
★ THE ELDERLY * HEALTH PROFESSIONALS /fl 

a a THE ALL NATURAL / 

|Wi|r SAFE FOOD /f^ll 

WE SUPPLEMENT ^ 

£10 for one month course 
rWT* 01458 850989 

WEB SITE www screencity co uk/awake , 



OPEN NOW - 139 Cambridge Street, Aylesbury 
SPECIALISTS IN OUTSIZE MENSWEAR 

BIG K’S 
CLOTHING 

Ranging from extra large to XXL, in shirts, jumpers, 
42-70 waist trousers/jeans 

Shoes 11-17 - Other clothing available from boxer shorts 
and tracksuit bottoms, suits and blazers 
Extra tall clothes available 

For further information 
call Keith on 01296 331382 

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 
Extra wide shoes now available up to size 16 
with 16 different designs 


relate 

Oxfordshire 

Resources for individuals and couples who are 
building a relationship, or experiencing problems 
or coping with relationship breakdown. 

If you would like to talk about any aspect 
of your relationship please telephone us: 

01865 242960 


BS GROUP 

STADIA 




Abbey Stadium, Lady Lane, 
Blunsdon, Swindon 

off the A419 



Phone for details of the ABBEY 
RESTAURANT and the AMAZING 
6 PACK PARTY OFFER (ref DOl/TCl) 


Free admission and Racecard 
worth £3.00 with this voucher!!!! 


WED, FRI & SAT (First Race 7.30pm) 

Telephone 01793 721253 


fa 

Ifl 

Offering a 

NH 

— 

comprehensive range 

L 

u 

C*1 

faS 

NHS 


Dental Treatment 

6 i 

fa — 

TO MAKE AN 

APPOINTMENT 

wi 

DON’T DELAY 

Qu 

TEL: 

QS 

01865 242962 

Q4 

We also offer a conscious 

O 

sedation service for nervous 

fa 

patients. 

r ^ 

o 

Dentistry for everyone 


Quality Decorating 
and Property 
Maintenance 
for a free estimate, 
call Diehard 
(01865) 749839 
or Mobile 0973 561911 

PROVIDING SUPPORT FOR 
ALL APPLE MAC 

• Also PC Support 

• Networking 

• Specialising in home users 
and small business 

• Prompt reponse 

• 24 hours service 


2 x Used Duo Power PC 
2300 

FOR SALE 


Telephone: 




ABINGDON 
TREES AND 
LANDSCAPES 

All tree work undertaken 

• Felling • Topping 

• Shaping • Pruning 

• Conifers & 
hedges trimmed 
• Turfing, fencing, patios 

• Driveways in block 
paving, tarmacadam and 

shingle 

FULLY INSURED 
Ring for a free guotation 
01865 327726 or 
0956 357355 


GENESIS CARS 

(Executive Car Travel) 
“We’re fare and we care” 

* Reliable clean cars * Any distance travelled 
* Company contracts welcome * \fery competitive rates * OAPs very welcome 

Tel: Bicester 600800 


I.T. Services 

♦ Consultancy 

♦ Analysis & Programming 

♦ Installation & Training 

♦ Maintenance 

♦ Cabling 

♦ Midrange: 

• R S/6000 & AS/400 

♦ Networks: 

• NT & Novell 

♦ PCs: 

• Hardware & Software 

♦ Troubleshooting 



ALL SEASONS 
LANDSCAPE 
GARDENING 

For all your gardening needs! 

• Grass/Hedge Cutting 

• Turfing 
• Panel Fencing 
• Patios and Paths 

• General Landscaping 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Phone 

01235 772538 
or 0411 140376 

From April 2000 prefix changes 
to 07741 



External Computer Services 
105 Papist Way, Cholsey, 
Oxfordshire 0X10 9QJ 

0800 0 150 149 

Fax: 01491 659902 
e-mail: info@oxweb.net 
http://www.oxweb.net 


Internet Services 

♦ Dialup Accounts For: 

• Personal use 

• Family 

• Business 

♦ E-mail 

♦ Domain Names 

♦ Web Site: 

• Hosting 

• Design 

• Promotion 

♦ E- Commerce 

♦ Freephone Helpline 


Unbeatable Service - Competitive Pricing - Promised - Delivered - Guaranteed 




■ 


romathempy 



WMlmmM i 

The relaxing and healthy way to help relieve conditions 
such as: 

Headaches, Colds and Flu, 

Skin Problems, Back Ache, 

Insomnia, Rheumatism, 

Arthritis, Blood Pressure, 

Sinusitis, Sports Injuries, Respiratory Problems, Hay 
Fever, Stress and Map/Others 




The Aromatherapy Steam Capsule 
provides one of the most relaxing and 
healthy treatments for rejuvenating the 
body, revitalising the mind and thus 
helping to relieve many of the ailments 
brought about by today’s hectic lifestyles. 


• Built-in CD/radio and speakers 

• Electronic display with both internal and external 
control panels 

• Self assembly in 10 minutes 

• 13 amp power supply - no wiring or plumbing required 


119 Botley Road, Oxford OX2 0HD telephone 01865 210441 facsimile 01865 250231 



2 Avenue Lane, 

Off Chapel Street, 
Oxford 0X4 1YF 

Tel. 01865 794431 
Fax. 01865 794006 

We offer regular FREE Courses 

Computing - Information Technology, 
City & Guilds Level 1 and Level 2 (Word 
Processing, Spreadsheets, Database) 

13 Week Course 

4 Day Course in Business Start-up skills. 
10 Week Evening Course in Book-keeping 
Sewing Skills 

Literacy - Basic English Skills 

FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
ADVICE 

on Business Planning, Marketing, 
Financing and Premises 
For further information 

Shaiia Srinivasan 01865 794431 


r 




For Quality and Value 
buy them by the 24Kg Bag (551b) 

The best all-round: Wilja £3.00 
A boiler that will not break: Obelix £3.00 
Delia’s favourite red: Desiree £3.00 
Be sure of the best from your local grower 

GIBBONS, WESTFIELD FARM, CHOLSEY 

v 01491 651357 

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 

m • Paper Hanging 

• Tiling 

• Coving ' 

• Etc 

• General Maintenance 

Free quotes 

Inside & Outside Decorating Services 

Telephone: 

(Paul) 01865 772360 
or Mobile 07867 790654 



DARREN L. HANCOCK 

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 


Bicester’s only INDEPENDENT 
Family Funeral Director 

A caring traditional 24 hour service 
provided by Mr. Hancock personally 

Rolls Royce Cortege optional & our own 
independent florist 
Our Family Service Your Family 


BICESTER 

01869 3 40456 <2 4 h 


CARPET UPlIOlfTCRY 
DRAPERY ClEAACRf 

01869 3461 10 OR 
0374 792399 

carpet.care@talk21 .com 



1st ABINGDON VARGAS TAXIS 

Local and Long Distances, 8 seater Minibus, Airport Runs. 
Long term company contracts undertaken. 
Discounts on all fares. OAP travel tokens welcome. 
6.30am -1.00am Sunday to Wednesday 
6.30am - 3-OOam Thursday to Saturday 

Abingdon 01235 559606 

1 Edward Street, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 1DJ 


DO YOlf 
NEED A 
NANNY? 

We have qualified 
r nannies available for' 
work F/T and P/T. 

We also provide 
nannies for holidays 
and temporary cover 
personal friendly 
service 

Call Lynda today 
on 01235 524462 
or mobile 
.0402 0681 65 . 


(Sabrina Anderson 

01908 216244 - 
0870 7407584/5 



A Complete Range of State of 
the art products including 
skincare, cosmetics, hair care, 
household products, nutritional 
health supplements, thigh 
and hip cream, slimming 
range to fight the fat. 

ALL COMPLETELY USER 
FRIENDLY AND NOT TESTED 
ON ANIMALS!!! 

Give us a ring on the number 
above for more information 
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G. WRIGHT W,T» 

Incorporating PAGE «Sc SON 

Monumental IVlaaons ■& Fireplace 
Centre, eNtabllshed 1964 



ACL POLISHED DARK GREY 
GRANITE MEMORIAL 
SUPPLIED AND FITTED WITH 
UP TO 70 CUT AND PAINTED 
LETTERS 

£395 £69.12 VAT fees 

SHOWROOM OPEN 
TUES. WEDS. THURS and SA1 
lO n.m.-lo 2 p.m. 

Home visits gladly by appointment 
2 CHANTRY STREET, ANDOVER. 

Tell 01264 352857 24 hrs 


SOISfA 


• Housing Amoci 


Elderly Homes for Rent 
in South Oxfordshire 

All SOHA sheltered properties have: 

* Full time Warden, 24 hour central alarm system, 
central heating, guest rooms, resident and guest 
only parking, attractive communal gardens. 
Wallingford - St Albans Court 
Second floor one bedroom flat with separate kitchen, 
bathroom. From £43 per week inc heating 

Wallingford - Oakdale Court 

First floor one bedroom flat with separate kitchen, bathroom 

From £51 per week inc heating 
Chinnor - Leverkus House 
First floor studio flat with separate kitchen, bathroom. 

£57 per week inc heating 
Garsington - Rookery House 

First floor one bedroom flat with separate kitchen, bathroom 

From £70-80 per week inc heating 
Wheatley - Window Court 

First floor studio flat with separate kitchen and bathroom. 

From £50 per week inc heating 
Towersev - Windmill House 

2 first and 1 ground floor studio flats with separate kitchen 
and bathroom. From £65 per week inc heating 

Great Milton - Potts Close 

First and ground floor studio flats with separate kitchen and 
bathroom. From £45 per week inc heating 

Tetsworth - Su nnymede 

Ground floor studio flat with separate kitchen and bathroom. 
From £45 per week inc heating 

Chalgrove • The Acreage 

Two first floor studio flats with separate kitchen and 

bathroom. From £45 per week inc heating 

Wa rbo roug h - S t L awrence H o use 

Ground floor studio flat with separate kitchen and bathroom. 

From £45 per week inc heating 

Berinsfield • Berinsfield Court 

Ground floor studio flat with separate kitchen and bathroom. 

From £48 per week inc heating 

For more information please call 
Louise Dunn on 01235 515915 
Royal Scot House , 99 Station Road , 

Didcot, Oxon 0X11 7NN 


Who’ll be sleeping on this Ad tonight? 



How would you like to spend the night sleeping on 
this Ad? Thousands of homeless people do precisely 
that. 

There are reasons for each person, many are mental- 
ly ill. Others have alcohol or drug problems. Some 
simply cannot cope. 

There are no set rules to being homeless. 

That’s where The Passage can help. The Passage is 
more than a Day Centre. It’s home for hundreds of 
‘roofless’ people each day. 

We give them food, clothing and a shower. We can 
offer them Help, Advice, Counselling, Medical Care 
plus a Job Club are just some of the services 
preparing the way for our resettlement work. 

Yet, we have to rely on your help to continue. 

Every homeless person we help costs an average of 
£5 each day. With many hundreds in our care, it’s a 
thought worth sleeping on. 

Please be generous, send your donation to: Sr 
Bridie Dowd DC, The Passage, Department DO 
03/2000, St Vincent’s, Carlisle Place, London 
SWAP 1NL. 


Please send me more information about The Passage 
. Cheques made payable to: The Passage 

Name 

Day Cant 

Address M ~ 


Registered Charity No. 287297 


State Registered Chiropodist/Podiatrist 

Mrs A Peppiatt S.R.Ch. BA (Hons) 

Tel. 01865 762357 

Visiting Practice. Also in clinic at Kidlington 
on Friday am. 

Tel. 01865 841058 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser- free care of patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease. We have qualified and experienced staff, large 
gardens and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, contact: 
GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around 

TSMwdington Near Banbury ’ 

“^OUSE 

NURSING HOME 


Oxon 0X17 1SD 
Telephone: (01295) 750513 


HEMPTON FIELD NURSING HOME 

Small, friendly Home situated in the pleasant village of 
Chinnor, provides the highest standards of care and attention 
in comfortable and relaxed surroundings. 

• Single or Companion Rooms, many with en-suite facilities 

• Long and short term care available • Activities programme 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, OR AN APPOINTMENT TO 

VIEW, PLEASE CONTACT 

Mrs. M. Adams, Matron, on Tel: 01844-351766 

36 LOWER ICKNIELD WAY, CHINNOR, OXON OX9 4EB 


ANGLICAN BENEDICTINE 
COMMUNITY, ST MARY 
AT THE CROSS 

A place of quiet apace for peace and 
real, prayer and worship 
GUEST HOUSE 
single moms Tor Day Retreats, or 
accommodation up to 7 nights 
DAY CONFERENCE CENTRE 
Ideal Tor Church Group 
Quiet Days. 

Apply to: 

Mother Abbess 
St Mary at the Cross. 

Priory Field Drive, Edgware 
HAS 9PZ 
Tel: 020 *958 7865 
Fax: 020 8958 1920 


HENRY NIHILL HOUSE 
Dual Registered Home for frail 
elderly and physically disabled 
people 

* 29 spacious single 
rooms 

with en suite facilities 

• Respite and long term 
care 

• Local GP cover 

* Staff and Chaplain give 
pastoral care 

Apply to: 

Matron Manager 
Tel 020 8905 4200 
Fax: 020 8958 4213 

Registered Charity No. 209261 


t' 


SUPPLEMENT YOUR INCOME 
EARN £280-£315 PER WEEK 

Occasional and Regular 
Temporary Live-In Work 

always available for 
Companion-Housekeepers & Carers 
2 or 4 weeks at a time - you choose when 

Oxford Aunts 

Care & Nursing Agency 
Telephone Lynda Gardner on 01 865 249784 
3 Commarket Street, Oxford OX1 3 EX 
Licensed by Oxfordshire C.C. as a Nursing Agency 


CROSS 

TRANSPORT 

SERVICES 

Incorporating Airport Express 
Mrs M. Cross, 465 Cowley Road, Oxford 
Tel: 01865 712451 
Fax: 01865 779701 
E-Mail: crosstrans@lineone.net 



5-17 Seater Minibus 
Airports, Day Trips, Cotswold Tours etc. 
Contracts Welcomed 
Complete mobility for the disabled 
Fitted tail-lifts and movable seats 
All buses fitted with three point seatbelts and 
luggage trailers for safety and comfort 


LOOK FORWARD TO A 
LONG HOT SOAK!... 


• Easy access - anti-slip base 

• Thermostatically controlled taps 

• Optional power shower mixer 

• No re-tiling or carpeting necessary 

• Colours to match existing suite 

• Easy to install in less than a day 

• Variable height soft seat 

• Hydrotherapy spa option 
OTHER PRODUCTS 

POWER BATHS 
LEVEL ACCESS SHOWERS 
BATTERY OPERATED BATH-LIFTS 
MANUAL BATH-LIFTS 
SHOWER SEATS 
TOILET RISERS 
SAFE BATHING ACCESSORIES 
FULL INSTALLATION SERVICE 





u -JJ ue mobile 



Call our discreet fully-stocked Mobile 

ou . ... . . „ .. The door can easily be 

Showroom and we will bring all our c|osed from a sea ’ ed 

products to you. position. 

For a Free No Obligation Demonstration 

FREEPHONE 0800 072 9815 

BATH-TIME MOBILITY UK LTD, INDEPENDENT BATHING SPECIALIST 
www.bath-timemobilitv.co.uk 



Please send me a Free colour brochure on the 
Bath-Time Mobility UK Ltd. range of products 

Name 

Address . . 


Postcode Tel. No' 

Bath-Time Mobility UK Ltd., Freepost (SCE7048) Maidenhead SL6 2BU 


The bath fills quickly with 
water at the temperature you 
desire. Relaxation - pure and 
simple 
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Local 

training 


Chiltern Christian Training 
Programme 

2 Mar The Night that He Was 
Betrayed: eucharist in the con- 
text of Passover St Anne’s, 
Wycombe Marsh 7.45 - 
9.30pm £3 

4 Mar Saturdays at Wycombe: 
Growing in Prayer 9.30am; The 
Gospels and The Gospel and 
Culture 11.30am St Birinus 
Boomer 

4 Mar Using Spiritual Gifts in 
Worship St Birinus Booker 
9.30am - 1pm £4 
1 Apr How to Organise an Act 
of Worship St Birinus Booker 
9.30am - 1pm £4 
8 Apr Women and Self Esteem 
St Mary & St George Churcb 
Hall, Sands, High Wycombe 
10am - 4pm £10 
8 Apr Men and their Anger 
St Francis Church Hall, Terriers 
10am - 4pm £10 
Full programme and bookings: 
CCTP , 1 75 Dashwood Ave , 
High Wycombe, Bucks HP 12 
3DB, tell fax 01494 474788 

Cottesloe Christian 
Training Programme 

23 Mar Roots &c Shoots: a 
quiet day for Lent Ashmore 
House, Middle Claydon 10am - 
3pm £6 Bring your own lunch. 
Book by 16 Mar. 

28 Mar Charles de Foucauld 
Winslow Vicarage 8pm £3 
Book by 21 Mar. 

Bookings: Mrs S Nutt, 15 Wes- 
ton Rd, Great Norwood, Bucks 
MK17 0QQ, tel 01296 713603 . 

Milton Keynes Christian 
Training Course 

18 Mar Quiet Day Sister Mary 
Slaven St Mary’s, Woughton 
on the Green 10am - 4pm 
Details: Barbara Albone, 

MKC.TC C.lnricti/in Pnu+i //- 


Newbury Area Christian 
Training 

21 Feb Why Read the Old 
Testament? St Mary, Shaw, 
Newbury 8-10pm £3 booking 
not needed. 

Details: Margaret Davery 01635 
578465 . 

Reading and Bracknell 
Christian Training 

15 Apr Saying No and Feeling 
Good St Peter’s church Hall, 
Earley 10am - 12.30pm ' 

15 Apr Living with a Non- 
Believer St Peter’s Church Hall, 
Earley 1.30 - 4pm 
Details and booking (by 31 
Mar): Judi Shepherd, Parish 
Development Office, St Nicolas 
Church Hall, Sutcliffe Ave, 
Earley, Reading RG6 7JN, tel . 
0118 926 1451, e-mail: 
pdaberks@oxford.anglican.org 

Study Days at Wycliffe Hall 

4 Mar John Stott, Michael 
Green, Alister McGrath reflect 
personally and theologically on 
‘Guarding the Gospel: past, pre- 
sent and future’ St Andrew’s 
Church, unton Rd, Oxford 
10am - 4pm £15 
12 May Michael Schluter The 
Relevance of Old Testament 
Teaching on Society for Public 
Policy Today Wycliffe Hall 
10am - 1pm 

Bookings: Study Days, Wycliffe 
Hall, 54 Banbury Rd, Oxford 
OX2 6PW, tel. 01865 274212, 
e-mail: extemal@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 

Wycliffe Hall Summer 
School 14-18 Aug 

This is your God! Christian 
confidence in a post-modern 
world Lectures, seminars, 
groups, worship, relaxation. 
Speakers include Alister 
McGrath, Robert Warren, 
Leanne Payne £22 per day plus 
meals 

Details: Summer School, 
Wycliffe Hall, 54 Banbury Rd, 
Oxford OX2 6PW, tel. 01865 
274212, e-mail: 


Mission 


Church Mission Sociey 
Conference 

3-5 Mar ‘Out of Africa I have 
called my son’ High Leigh Con- 
ference Centre. Learn from the 
African church how to share the 
gospel wherever you are. Bring 
and share at the Saturday 
African market. £69.50. 
Booking: Jane Fulford, 15 Bran- 
don Ave, Woodley, Reading 
RG5 4PU, tel. 0118 969 5039. 

Called to be Witnesses 

10 A 1 1 Mar St Andrew’s 
Church, Linton Rd, Oxford 
9.30am - 3.20pm 
Two conferences (same pro- 
gramme) run by Women in 
Mission, an ecumencial organi- 
sation which helps women to 
share their faith in everyday life. 
Worship, workshops. 

Details: Anne Stern 01865 
351719 e-mail: 
family, stern@virgin.net 

Oxford Centre for Mission 
Studies 

Tuesdays at Ten Lecture Series: 
OCMS, St Philip & St James’ 
Church, Woodstock Rd, 

Oxford, tel. 01865 556071. 

Christian Mission and the 
Care of the Earth 

15 Apr Westminster College, 
Oxford 2.15 - 3.30pm 
Explore issues of faith, mission 
and environmental action with 
Revd Dr Richard Griffiths 
Tickets including light refresh- 
ments £5: Brenda Hoddinott 
01865 253590, e-mail: 
b.hoddinott@ox-west.ac.uk 



BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 


Lent 

courses 


Roots of our Faith in 
Abingdon starts 21 Mar 

21 6c 28 Mar, 11 6c 19 Apr 
Course on Jesus* life led by 
Margot Hodson of Church’s 
Ministry to the Jews 8pm (19 
Apr: interactive demonstration 
of Passover meal 7.30pm) 

Christ Church, Northcourt Rd 
Details church office 01235 
522549. 

Oxford Diocesan Renewal 
Fellowship Lent Course: 
Look who is Speaking 

Mondays 13 Mar - 10 Apr 

St Mary’s, Thame 

Tuesdays 14 Mar - 11 Apr 

St Mary’s, Bletchley 

Wednesdays 15 Mar - 12 

Apr St Nicolas, Newbury 
Thursdays 16 Mar - 13 Apr 

St Mary’s, Cholsey 

Fridays 17 Mar - 14 Apr 

The School, Hook Norton 
Speakers (who will give the 
same talk at each venue) 

13-17 Mar Bishop of Bucking- 
ham: Getting God’s Guidance 
20-24 Mar Ann Holt: Dealing 
with Depression 
27-31 Mar Steve Thomas: The 
House Church Experience 
3-7 Apr John Leech: Trans- 
formed by the Spirit 
10-14 Apr Martin Ca vender: 
Praying for the Kingdom: the 
Holy Spirit at Work 
Contacts: Chris Neal (Thame) 
01844 213491; Ian Pusey (Blet- 
chley) 01908 366531; David 
Cook (Newbury) 01635 47018; 
Andrew Petit (Cholsey) 01491 
651216; John Acreman (Hook 
.Norton) 01608 737223. 
Lunchtime meetings at which 
John Leach (Director of Ang- 
lican Renewal Ministries) will 
speak: 4 Apr Reading Deanery 
Chapter; 5 Apr St Birinus, High 


Amersham area: Weekend 
that Changed the World 

14 Mar St Mary’s, Amersham 
21 Mar St John’s Methodist 
Church, Amersham 
28 Mar St Leonard’s, Chesham 
Bois 

4 Apr St Michael’s, Amersham 
on the Hill 

11 Apr Amersham Free Church 
Multi-media evangelistic presen- 
tation of the Easter story 
Sessions start 7.45 for 8pm (11 
Apr starts 7.45pm). No need to 
book. £2 per night. 

Details Chiltern Christian 
Training Programme, 
tel/ fax 01494 474788. 

Explanation of the Jewish 
Passover Seder 28 Mar 

Oxford Synagogue and Jewish 
Centre, Richmond Rd, Oxford 
7.30pm £3. Organised by 
Council of Christians and Jews. 
Booking essential by 21 Mar 
but preferably before: 

Penny Faust 01865 768140. 


The April issue of 
Hi' will be 

ready for collection on 
24 March 



5 March Tear Fund Sunday 

Churches are invited to help tackle 
the disproportionate burden of 
poverty borne by the world’s 
women. The theme is based on the 
Chinese proverb, ‘Women hold up 
half the sky, but it is the heavier 
half. ‘Women make up half of the 
world’s population, work two 
thirds of the world’s hours and 
earn just 10% of the world’s 
income,’ says the President Dr 
Elaine Storkev. Posters, leaflets. 


Pastoral 


Rural Issues 

6 Mar Farmers* Forum Little 
Compton Rectory 7.30pm pan- 
cakes. The Forum discusses 
farming issues in the light of 
Christian faith, and gives friend- 
ship and support. 

Details Glyn Evans, Rural 
Chaplain, Little Compton 
Rectory, tel. 01608 674313. 

Spiritual Direction 
9 Mar SPI-DIR Day confer- 
ence: Dreams: a healing 
resource in spiritual direction 
Russ Parker St Andrew’s 
Church, Linton Rd, Oxford 
10.30am - 4pm Bring your 
lunch; drinks provided 
Bookings Jeni Hobbs, Church 
House, tel. 01865 208252 

Christian Healing 
13-17 Mar Rest and 
Refreshment Week £137 
24-26 Mar Refreshment 
Weekend Adrian Sc Bridget 
Plass £72. 

Details Harnhill Manor, Ciren- 
cester, Glos GL7 5PX tel/fax 
01285 850283/850519 e-mail: 
office@hamhillcentre.freeserve.co.uk 

Oxford Diocesan Pastoral 
Care Forum 

15 Mar Day of workshops to 
develop practical pastoral skills 
St Peter’s Church Centre, 

Earley, Reading 10am - 
3.30pm £5. Bring your lunch. 
Details and bookings: Board for 
Social Responsibility, Church 
House, tel. 01865 208214. 


iiliyi Crosses for Palm 
Sunday 16 April 
Crosses made in Zululand 
available in multiples of 50 
£10 pqr 100. Order forms 
front? Palm Cross ^ V If : ii 
Administration Office, 


Arts 



Thame Players TS Eliot’s 
Murder in the Cathedral 
16-18 Mar St Mary’s Church 
7.45pm 

Details: B Tildesley 01844 
212867. Tickets Church Office, 
Thame Barns Centre, Church 
Rd, tel. 01844 213491 9am - 
3pm Mon-Fri; Thame Tourist 
Information Centre, Market 
House, North St, tel/fax 01 844 
212834 lOam-Spm Mon-Sat 


AWAKENINGS 

Dance Theatre 

10 Mar Wheatley CE 
Primary School 8pm 

1 1 Mar Dorchester Abbey 
8pm 

Exhibition of paintings by 
Donald Pass 12-18 Mar 

Dorchester Abbey Guest 
House 10am - 4.30pm 

See page 1 9 for details 


JESUS CHRIST SUPER- 
STAR St Mary’s Church 
Bloxham 13-15 Apr 

7.30pm at the church. Free; 
retiring collection. Programmes 
£1. Details: F. Howlett 01295 
720082. 

SEEING SALVATION 
The Image of Christ 
26 Feb - 7 May 
The National Gallery, 
Trafalgar Square, London 
WC2N SDN 

Painting, sculpture, coins, engrav- 


Music 


Full details inWhat’s On below, 

Bracknell 

15 Mar Mendelsohn’s Elijah 

Cookham 

3 Apr King’s Coll. Cambridge 
Choral and Organ Scholars 
Cookham Dean 

5 Apr Celebrity Organ Recital 

Eton 

16 Apr Bach’s St John Passion 

Harnhill, Glos 
13 Apr Jazz 

Henley-on-Thames 
1 1 Mar Male Voice Choir 

Milton Keynes 

6, 23 Mar, 3 Apr Talks on 

Bach 

9 Apr Bach’s Matthew Passion 

21 Apr Music for Good Friday 

Oxford 

11 Mar Music for Passiontide 

22 Mar Bruckner Mass 

4 Apr Snakes and Ladders: 
new Christian musical 

8 Apr The Sixteen sing 
Reading 

17 Mar, 31 Mar, 14 Apr 

Lunchtime organ recitals 

Wendover 

25 Mar Rossini’s Petite Messe 
Solonelle 

Notices 

#•••••#•••#••••••••••• 

RCO Performer of the Year 

Applications are invited for this 
prestigious organ award, to cul- 
minate in a concerto final on 23 
September in Manchester. 
Closing date for entry: 1 May. 
Details Alan Dear 207 936 
3606; e-mail: 
alandear@rco.org.uk 
Oxford UPA parish needs 
enthusiatic organist, 10am 
Sundays, liberal Catholic tradi- 
tion, Rite A. Details Revd J 
Sewell 01865 761886. 
Handbells for sale One dia- 






Miiion rveynes unrisnan 

Training Course 

1 8 Mar Quiet Day Sister Mary 
Slaven St Mary’s, Woughton 
on the Green 10am - 4pm 
Details : Barbara Albone, 
MKCTC, Christian Found- 
ation, The Square, Aylesbury 
Street, Wolverton, MK12 5HX 
Tel! fax 01908 311310. 


Leanne Payne til per day plus 
meals 

Details: Summer School, 
Wycliffe Hall, 54 Banbury Rd, 
Oxford 0X2 6PW, tel. 01865 
274212, e-mail: 
extemal@wycliffe.oxxic.uk 


St Birinus Pilgrimage 

9 July 2000 

with Bishop Dominic 



BBcmmommm 

bbg nmm Berkshire 

104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday breakfast 
Sundays 6 -9am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 


Lunchtime meetings at which 
John Leach (Director of Ang- 
lican Renewal Ministries) will 
speak: 4 Apr Reading Deanery 
Chapter; 5 Apr St Birinus, High 
Wycombe; 6 Apr CME Day, St 
Michael’s, New Marston 
Details: David Bishop 38 Sand- 
field Rd, Oxford OX3 7RJ, tel. 
01865 760099. 


wh at 's 


MARCH 

Wed 1 GROVE Cornerstone, 
Savile Way start of March spe- 
cial: chocolate brownie with tea 
or, coffee 95p. 

Wed 1 OXFORD Temple 
Roots of the Eucharist: Fellow- 
ship of St Alban 8c St Sergius 
8.15pm. House of St Gregory 8c 
St Macrina, 1 Canterbury Rd 
5pm. Details Marion Kilpatrick 
01865 558909. 

Fri 1 - Sun 5 SONNING 
DEANERY Teenagers’ Week- 
end at Sunbury Court, Sunbury- 
-on-Thames starts 6.30pm Fri. 
led by Saltmine Trust. Details 
Tim Gomm 01344 762355. 

Sat 4 WING All Saints’ Church 
Millennium Barn Dance, live 
hand. 8pm Wing Hall £5 includ- 
ing ploughman’s. Details 01296 
688265 

Sat 4 BUCKINGHAM Men’s 
Breakfast: Mark Connell on 
Christians at Work 8am Villiers 
Hotel, Constable’s Chamber. 
Bookings (£6 full, £3 half) Mark 
Whitehead 01280 823091, 
Charlie Macdonald 01280 
822688 

Sat 4 OXFORD Dante’s 
‘Purgatory’ (10-26) reading with 
John Stewart Allitt £5. St Theo- 
sevia Centre, 2 Canterbury Rd. 
Details Ann Shukman 01865 
310341. 

Mon 6 WOODSTOCK 

C hurches Together in Wood- 
stock 8c Bladon Open Lecture: 
Falk on Basil Hume. Baptist 
Church 8pm. Details Michael 
Millard 01993 813368. 

Mon 6 MILTON KEYNES 
Bach’s chamber music illustrat- 
ed with live music and CDs. 

City Church 7.45pm £3 on 
door. Details 01908 200604. 


Mon 6 EARLEY GSS Meeting: 
Mass St Nicholas Church 8pm. 
Details David Gillman 0118 959 
8102. 

Tue 7 OXFORD The Bible as a 
Resource for Media Practice 
Oxford Centre for Mission 
Studies, St Philip 8c St James’ 
Church, Woodstock Rd 10am. 
Details 01865 556071. 

Tue 7 OXFORD Lecture on 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer 6pm Rew- 
ley House. Tickets £6: Day 8c 
Weekend Schools Administr- 
ator, Rewley House, 1 Welling- 
ton Sq, Oxford OX1 2JA, tel. 
01865 270380. 

Tue 7 OXFORD Evening of 
classical music by quartets from 
Wheaton College, USA. St 
Clement’s Family Centre 
7.30pm. Details Martin Hodson 
01865 246716. 

Wed 8 OXFORD When is an 
opera like an icon? Eastern 
Christian Studies Seminar, 

House of St Gregory 8c St 
Macrina, 1 Canterbury Rd 5pm. 
Details Marion Kilpatrick 
01865 558909. 

Fri 10 OXFORD Talk and dis- 
cussion on Cultural and 
Personal Background to Some 
Favourite Hymns l-2pm (coffee 
from 12.30) Unicorn Group, 
House of St Gregory 8c St 
Macrina, 1 Canterbury Rd. 
Details as above. 

Sat 11 HENLEY Millennium 
Appeal Concert London Welsh 
Male Voice Choir and 
Newlands Singers St Mary’s 
Church 7.30pm. Tickets £10 
church office 01491 577340. 
Sat 11 OXFORD Music for 
Passiontide Choir of King’s Col- 
lege, London: Bach, Tippett, 
Taverner University Church 


8pm. Tickets Oxford Concerts, 
Evenlode Court, Main Rd, Long 
Hanborough, OX8 8LA, or 
Oxford Playhouse box office 
01865 978600. 

Sun 12 SUTTON COURTE- 
NAY ‘AD 2000’ talk: John 
Francis on Education. All 
Saints’ 11am (non-denomina- 
tional service 10.30am). Details 
P Salisbury 01235 848429. 

Mon 13 HARNHILL Jazz in 
the Barn 7.30pm; finger buffet. 
Proceeds to Harnhill Centre. 
Tickets (suggested donation 
£10) Harnhill Centre for 
Christian Healing, Harnhill 
Manor, Cirencester, GL7 5PX, 
tel/fax 01285 850283/850519. 
Tue 14 OXFORD A Com- 
municator Looks at the Bible 
Oxford Centre for Mission 
Studies, St Philip 8c St James’ 
Church, Woodstock Rd 10am. 
Details 01865 556071. 

Fri 17 READING Lunchtime 
organ recital by David Pether 
Minster Church of St Mary-the- 
Virgin 12.15pm Collection for 
organ restoration fund. Details 
Gordon Hands 0118 959 0025. 
Fri 17 HENLEY Lent Lecture: 
The Making and Keeping of 
Peace in the New Millennium by 
Sir Marrack Goulding, Warden, 
St Antony’s College Oxford. 
Christ Church, Reading Rd 
7.30pm. Free; collection. Details 
01491 577340. 

Sat 18 BRACKNELL Brack- 
nell Choral Society sing Elijah 
Sports and Leisure Centre 
7.30pm. Tickets £l0/£8 Michael 
Jackson 01344 420926. 

Sat 18 NEWPORT PAG- 
NELL Harmony House Spring 
Barn Dance Lovat Hall 7.30- 
11.30pm. Tickets £6 including 


ploughman’s Mary Buckell 
01908 612946. 

Sat 18 LITTLEMORE Oxford 
Table Top Sales third Saturdays 
Village Hall 9.30-1 1.30am. 

Book a 6ft table for £5, half 
table for £2.50, or single items 
sold for 20% commission. 

Profits to Littlemore Church 
Appeal. Details B Schuenemann 
01865 437720. 

Tue 21 OXFORD Using the 
Bible in Ethics lecture Oxford 
Centre for Mission Studies, St 
Philip 8c St James’ Church, 
Woodstock Rd 10am. Details 
01865 556071. 

Wed 22 OXFORD The Three 
Choirs: Christ Church Cathed- 
ral, Magdalen College, New 
College Bruckner Mass in E 
minor Sheldonian Theatre 8pm. 
Tickets Oxford Playhouse box 
office 01865 978600. 

Thu 23 MILTON KEYNES 
Bach’s orchestral music illustrat- 
ed with live music and CDs 
7.45pm City Church £3 on 
door. Details 01908 200604. 

Fri 24 FINGEST Healing ser- 
vice with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. Details 01491 
571231. 

Sat 25 OXFORD Mothers’ 
Union Lady Day Service Christ 
Church Cathedral 11am creche. 
Preacher Bishop Richard. 

Details 01865 726308. 

Sat 25 OXFORD Last reading 
from Dante’s ‘Purgatory’: cantos 
27-33 with John Stewart Allitt 
£5. St Theosevia Centre, 2 
Canterbury Rd. Details Ann 
Shukman 01865 310341. 

Sat 25 WENDOVER Rossini’s 
Petite Messe Solonelle by 
Wendover Choral Soc. with 



The DoorPost is a supplement to 
The Door and is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd. 


The Door is published ten 
times a year (not August 
or January) and is distributed 


half. ‘Women make up half of the 
world’s population, work two 
thirds of the world’s hours and 
earn just 10% of the world’s 
income,’ says the President Dr 
Elaine Storkey. Posters, leaflets, 
video and OHP transparencies on 
the theme are available from the 
charity: 100 Church Rd, 
Teddington,TWl 1 8QE, 
tel. 0181 9776061. 


Crosses made in Zululand 
available in multiples of 50 
£10 per 100. Order forms 
front: Palm Cross \ ' > 
Administration Office, 
Emmanuel Church, Weston 
Favell Centre, Northampton 
NN3 8JR 

Tel/fax 01604 784330; 
e-mail: emmteam@talk21.com 


26 Feb - 7 May 
The Nattottal Gallery, 
Trafalgar Square, Louden 
WC2N 6 tm 

Painting, sculpture, coins, engrav- 
ings: different pictorial images of 
Christ, to tie in with BBC Two 
TV Landmark Art Series 
Admission free. Information: 020 
7747 

2885wtvw.national.gallery.org.uk 


enthusiatic organist, 10am 
Sundays, liberal Catholic tradi- 
tion, Rite A. Details Revd J 
Sewell 01865 761886. 
Handbells for sale One dia- 
tonic octave in B flat (16) plus 
E, G sharp and B within that 
octave. To be sold in aid of the 
local doctor’s practice. Contact 
Mrs Day 0118 981 5964. 


Biggleswade Choral Soc. St 
Mary the Virgin 8pm. Tickets 
£6/£ 25 for 5 on door or from 
Tourist Information Centre. 

Sat 25 BLETCHINGTON 
(near Kidlington) Craft and Gift 
Fair Village Hall 12-5pm in aid 
of St Giles’ Church Restoration 
appeal. Refreshments. Details 
01869 350491. 

Sun 26 CHARLBURY Freddie 
Jones in Oxford Roundabout St 
Mary’s Church 7.30pm in aid of 
Shorthampton Church Appeal. 
Tickets (advance only, enclose 
sae, cheques to St Mary’s PCC, 
Charlbury) £8.50/conc £6.50: 
Jeremy Naish, Dyers Hill 
House, Charlbury OX7 3QD. 
Fri 31 READING Lunchtime 
organ recital by Jonathan Holl 
Minster Church of St Mary-the- 
Virgin 12.15pm Free; collection 
for organ restoration fund. 
Details Gordon Hands 0118 
959 0025. 

APRIL 

Sat 1 BUCKINGHAM Men’s 
Breakfast: Revd David Gregg 
speaks on Fools for Christ 8am 
Senior Common Room Dining 
Room, University of Bucking- 
ham at The Old Town Mill. 
Bookings (£6 full, £3 half) 
Charlie Macdonald 01280 
822688 

Mon 3 COOKHAM Concert in 
aid of Children’s Society by 
choral and organ scholars of 
King’s College, Cambridge. 

Holy Trinity 8pm. Tickets £8 
Jean Phillips 01628 523794. 
Mon 3 WOKINGHAM GSS 
Meeting: Stations of the Cross 
St Paul’s Church 8pm. All wel- 
come. Details David Gillman 
0118 959102. 


1A!^)AAEN S WfORLD OA^::vg 

op prayer 3 m*m 

Prepared by Christian 
women of Indonesia 
Mmfam *T*litha koum: 
young woman, stand up’ 

~ MJRNB BHD $t Mark’s, 
Station Rd 10.30am 
COOKHAM DEAN St John the 


RMMSKWELL HEATH 

Methodist, Chapel Lane 

HARMAHEWATER St Paul’s 

mmTvm 

HARPSDENSt | ... 

niwn ww ■ 

United Reformed, The Rye 
10.30am creche: NaphtU 



Central; 
North: St 
1.30pm; 
Swithtm’s 
Sotteyjj 
Comnor 
Marston: 

MIL,,. 

Highfield 


All Saints’, 

'i St Francis. 

presentation; Cowley; sijaS” 
2.30pm | I III! 
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Archangel 8pm 

WHEATLEY United Refo||||! 
2pm 


Mon 3 WOODSTOCK 


Churches Together in Wood- 
stock & Bladon Open Lecture 
Revd Jean King on Corrie Ten 
Boom 8pm Baptist Church, 
High St. Details Michael 
Millard 01993 813368. 

Tue 4 OXFORD Snakes and 
Ladders new musical by Roger 
Jones. Town Hall 7.30pm. 
Tickets £6/£5 Linda Lee 01235 
814780 or on door. 


Wed 5 COOKHAM DEAN 

Celebrity organ recital Wayne 
Marshall St John the Baptist 
8pm. Tickets £7 on door or 
David Colthup 01628 529861. 
Thu 6 HIGHMOOR Praying 
with Symbols 10am - 4pm £16; 
bring your lunch. Details 
Administrator The Spring, 
Highmoor Hall, Highmoor, 
Henley-on-Thames RG9 5DH, 
tel 01491 641167. 

Sat 8 OXFORD The Sixteen: 
Tudor church music Christ 
Church Cathedral 8pm. Tickets 
£10 (no view) - £35 from Music 
at Oxford 01865 242865. 

Sun 9 SUTTON COURTE- 
NAY Geoffrey Armstrong talks 
on The World of Work All 
Saints’ Church 11am (preceded 
by non-denominational service 
at 10.30am. 

Sun 9 MILTON KEYNES 

Bach’s St Matthew Passion The 
Cornerstone Chamber Choir 
and Orchestra 7pm City 
Church. Tickets £10/ £8.50, 
£7.50/ £6.50 from 01908 
200604 or at the door 
Fri 14 READING Lunchtime 
organ recital by Philip Aspden 
Minster Church of St Mary-the- 
Virgin 12.15pm Free; collection 
for organ restoration fund. 
Details Gordon Hands 0118 
959 0025. 

Fri 14 HIGHMOOR Towards 
Easter: meditation with paint- 
ing, slides, music. Free; early 
booking needed. Details 
Administrator The Spring, 
Highmoor Hall, Highmoor, 
Henley-on-Thames RG9 5DH, 
tel 01491 641167. 

Sat 15 HIGHMOOR Symbolic 
Art for Holy Week using paint, 
sculpture, collage. 10am - 4pm 


£24. Details as above. 

Sat 15 GREAT BRICKHILL 

Plant Fayre with professional 
and amateur stalls; wide variety 
of plants. Parish Hall 12 noon- 
4pm. Cakes and light refresh- 
ments. Admission £l in aid of St 
Mary’s 2000. Details L Smith 
01525 261240. 

Sat 15 HARNHILL, Glos 
Worship and Weeding Day. 

Free; bring your lunch. Details 
Harnhill Centre of Christian 
Healing, Harnhill Manor, 
Cirencester Glos GL7 5PX, 
tel/fax 01285 850283/ 850519 
Sun 16 ETON Bach’s St John 
Passion by The Royal Free 
Singers College Chapel. Details 
Ann Ayres 01753 855173. 

Thu 20 -Mon 24 HARN- 
HILL Residential Easter House- 
party £190. Details as above. 

Fri 21 MILTON KEYNES 
Music for Good Friday (includes 
Schutz, Palestrina, Bruckner) by 
Choir and Chamber Ensemble 
of the City Church 7.30pm City 
Church. Free; retiring collection. 
Details 01908 200604. 

Fri 28 FINGEST Healing ser- 
vice with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. Details 01491 
571231. 


Christ Church Cathedral 

Sunday Services: 8am Holy 
Communion, 10am Matins and 
Sermon, 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist, 6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays: 7.15am Matins, 
7.35am Holy Communion, 
6pm Evensong (Thursdays or 
Major Feast Days 5.35pm Said 
Evensong and 6pm sung 
Eucharist). 


free of charge to churches in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 


Editorial address: The Door, 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 ON B. 


Telephone: 01865 208227 

Fax: 01865 790470 

Email: door@oxford.anglican.org 
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RETIRED GREYHOUND TRUST 


RELIEF FROM ACHES 
AND PAINS THROUGH 


BIOFLOW 


For all enquiries/Free Brochure phone 
Lynn - Independent Distributor 

Tel: 01823 413172 

Credit Cards Welcome 


® Save the Children 

will you 

SPEAK OUT 

FOR SAVE THE CHILDREN? 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO TALK TO ADULT 
& SCHOOL GROUPS ABOUT THE WORK OF 
SAVE THE CHILDREN. FULL TRAINING GIVEN. 

PLEASE CONTACT MR 6. EVANS, SAVE THE CHILDREN AREA OFFICE, 

S LIPSCOMBE PLACE, CARTERTON, OXON, 0*18 IEP (01993 841928) 


Productive employment for the disabled 

Pathway Workshop 

Reg. Charity 1014416 

Quality hand-made garden and wildlife products, 
from recycled timber 


DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOWROOM OPEN MON SAT INC. 9.50am TO 4.00pm TEL: 01795 701515 

514 CRICKLADE ROAD, (OPP MOONRAKER PUB), SWINDON 


Superior 
Registered 
Residential 
Home for Retired 
Gentlefolk 


» 24 Hour Tender, Loving Care • Relaxed Family Atmosphere 
• Home Cooking & Special Diets • Excellent Facilities 
• Beautiful, Terraced Gardens • Private Road • Convenient 
Village Position • Short & Long-stay Guests Welcome 

PLEASE CONTACT SHIRLEY ASKWITH 

01628 626243/635999 

Worster Road, Cookham, Berkshire SL6 9JG 


f ^3 THE SIMON COMMUNITY 

llifl MISSION OF CARING ON SKIDROW 


Ways of giving 

If you wish to contribute directly to our work, there are a number of 
ways of doing so. Single donations - cash, postal orders or cheque - 
may be sent to the office with the slip below. Alternatively, you may 
wish to make a covenant, Gift Aid donation or a bequest. 

If you are not on our mailing list and would like to receive this 
newsletter regularly please complete the slip below and return it to us 
at the usual address. 

Covenants are a commitment by yourself to donate monthly or 
annually for four years, a set amount (chosen by you) and on which 
we can claim back the income tax you paid. The minimum covenant 
is £20 per annum. 

In the case of a Deposit Covenant you pay the whole sum initially so 
that we can use it straight away and we gradually claim back the 
income tax you paid on it over four years. The minimum Deposit 
Covenant is £80. 

Gift Aid donations are one off donations of £250 or more from an 
individual or a company on which we can reclaim the tax from the 
Inland Revenue. 

You may also leave money to the Simon Community as a bequest in 
you will. This can either either be as part of a new will or as a codicil 
(addition) to an existing one. 

Please find enclosed £5 □ £10 □ £20 □ £50 □ £ as a donation 

Please add me to your mailing list Q 
Please change my address on the database □ 

Please add my friend to the database □ 

Please send me: ordinary Covenant □ 

Deposit covenant □ 

Form of word for a bequest □ 

Gift Aid Form Individual/Company □ 

Name 

Address 


ACE DENTURE CENTRES 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY THE GEORGE 
BROWN COLLEGE OF DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 

01296 421832 

37 CAMBRIDGE STREET, AYLESBURY 
Rear of Marks & Spencers 


NURSES required 

Nurses are required for the following positions 

- Registered Nurses 

- Auxiliary Nurses 

(Previous experience not essential) 

Friendly atmosphere with a high standard of nursing care. 
COMPETITIVE RATES. Positions available immediately. 

Ramping Cat Nursing Home 
White Hill, Burford, Oxford 0X18 4EX 
Tel: 01993 822088 Fax: 01993 823792 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 


PREGNANT? WORRIED? 

• Free pregnancy test 

• Someone to talk to 

• Support 

• Accommoda 

• Help after al 

2nd 

OXFORD 01865 202435 

and at Aylesbury, Bracknell, Reading, 
Slough and Wycombe 

caring for women 

Reg. Charily No 274144 


Postcode 

Please tick if an acknowledgement is required □ 

Please make cheques and postal orders payable to THE SIMON 

COMMUNITY and send to: The Simon Community SS80 

PO Box 1187 London NW5 4HW 

O Copyright of the Simon community 1999 

Written and published by The Simon Community. Reg charity No 283930 


DEMUTED TO THE CURE OF DENTURE WEMERS 

fstaifeMyns 

• We make dentures look like real natuial teetfi al affordable pnces 
on ttie premises 
'FREE CONSULTATION 


appearance 


'Evening appointments 

• For Die ultimate life* dentures enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 


DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 

For appointments phone (24 hour) 


WANT 


Serious People looking to 
lose weight and feel great, 
in the next 30 days. 

• Natural Products 
• 30 Day Money 
Back Guarantee 

Call Joan 

01865 311309 

Independent Herbalife 

~ Distributor 


Myth or fact? 

“You have to be childless to adopt” (wrong!) 
Find out the facts for yourself at a 
free information evening 

“Adopting A Child” 

26th Apil, 7.30pm, 

Church House. North Hinksey, Oxford 
Call Parents and Children Together on 
0800 731 1845 for details or for free, friendly advice 


PO W F. RC HAIRS AND SCOOTERS 


INDEPENDENT LIVING 

PROBLEMS WITH 
MOBILITY? 

PLEASE VISIT OUR 
NEW SHOWROOM 

SCOOTERS/WHEELCHAIRS 
BATH LIFTS/STAIRLIFTS 
HANDRAILS/RAMPS 
COMMODES/CONTINENCE PROD 
WALKERS 


CENTRED 


COUNSELLING 


• Relationship issues • Loss 

• Bereavement • Low self-esteem 

• Depression • Anxiety 

Certificate in Counselling (City & Guilds 3703) 
Certificate in Christian Studies & Pastoral Care 
(Westminster College, Oxford) 

Currently training for a Diploma in Psychodynamic 
Counselling with the Oxford Counselling 
Consultancy, Oxford 

Sliding Scale of Charges 

Fiona | Cockings Tel & Fax 01 865 790694 


Full range of bird tables and feeders, compost bins, 
tubs, troughs, picket fencing and trellis arch. 
Individual items made to order 
Also rockery stone and composts 
Open Monday-Friday 9-4 
Visitors welcome 

Free delivery within 20 mile radius for orders over £30 

PATHWAY WORKSHOP 


Dunnock Way, Blackbird Leys 
Oxford 0X4 5EX 
Tel: (01865) 714111 Fax 
(01865) 715111 
Reg. Charity 1014416 


1 1 Fishermen killed 
or seriously injured 
every month 

Who cares? 

The 

Fishermen’s 

Mission 

Donations to: 

FISHERMEN’S MISSION 
Freepost ANG5599 
Milton Keynes MK5 6BX 
01908 520397 

Speakers Available 


A FANTASTIC RANGE OF EVERY 
DAY ITEMS & MUCH , MUCH MORE 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESS- 
AMPLE PARKING 


10 CROSS COURT, 
PLOMER GREEN AVENUE, 
DOWNLEY HP13 5UW 
TEL/FAX: 01494 443933 
MOBILE: 07970 378889 
e-mail: indep.living@ie24.net 


CLIENT 


For a sense of freedom . . . 


out of doors . . . and around the home 


We are looking for loving 
homes for retired greyhound 
dogs and bitches 

If you feel you would be able to 
offer one a caring home, please call Tony on 

( 0114 ) 251 0605 

Registered Charity No 269668 


FOR THE FULL PICTURE 
visit the Pathway Workshop 
or telephone for Price List 
and Order Form 


WALKING AIDS BATH LIFT STAIR LIFTS 

PHONE FOR A FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 

LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 


l St. Katharine's, Parmoor 

( Henley on Thames 


Community of the Sue Ryder Prayer 
Fellowship, Parmoor - an oasis of 
peace set in the rural tranquility of the Chiltems. In 
the spirit of ecumenism Parmoor welcomes those of 
all denominations and none, for day and residential 
retreats. 

Contact: The Warden, Parmoor, Nr Frieth, 
Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN 

Tel. 01494 881037 


THE COOKHAM RIVERSIDE 

Residential Nursing Home 

Situated on the banks of the River Thames, The Cookham 
Riverside complements its stunning location by providing the 
highest standards of care and attention in comfortable and 
relaxed surroundings. 

• All single rooms • Activities programme 
• Long and short term care available 
For further information, or an appointment 
to view please contact: 

Miss P. Hadley, Matron on TeL 01628-810557 

Berries Road, Cookham, Berks SL6 9SD 


LOST CONTACT 
WITH SOMEONE? 

Can we help? 

INFO-SITE SPECIALISES IN 
LOCATING PEOPLE 
Tel: 01535 669668 
PO BOX 240, Keighley 
BD20 5VH 


OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL REGISTER 
Private detached home set in 1/3 acre 

Close to all Amenities to City 
Centre 

Home Cooking 
Pleasant and Friendly 
Atmosphere 
Home from Home 
For details - Mrs Harrison RGN 

01865 864621 

2 Third Acre Rise, Oxford 0X2 9DA 
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less the 

I 

J Lord, 0 my 

| 

1 soul, and all 

i 

* that is within 

i 

i me, bless his 

i 

i holy name. 

i 

i Bless the Lord, 

1 

J 0 my soul, and 
J do not forget 
all His benefits. 

i 

1 Bless the Lord, 

i 7 

1 all His hosts, 

i 

i H is ministers 

i 

i who do his will. 


i Psalm 103 

i 

i 

i The Oxford Diocesan Prayer 
| Diary is edited by Graham 
3* Canning 


I Please cut this section and 
| use it to pray for the needs 
s of the Diocese. 
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Let us pray to God 
our Father for: 

Wednesday 1st Claydon 
Deanery, as the deanery 
begins new initiatives in 
evangelisation. That their 
churches might touch the 
hearts and lives of those 
amongst whom they live and 
work with the good news of 
God’s love, and receive His 
gift that they might be more 
effective instruments of His 
peace, and brighter lights in 
His world. For the area dean 
- Tom Thorp. 

Thursday 2nd The 
Claydons - East Claydon, 
Middle Claydon, Steeple 
Claydon: licensed lay minis- 
ter - Anne Black. 

Friday 3rd Schorne Team 
Ministry - Schorne, Dunton, 
Granborough, Hardwick 
with Weedon, Hoggeston, 
North Marston, Oving with 
Pitchcott, Quainton, 
Whitchurch with Creslow: 
clergy - Tom Thorp, Andy 
Bell, Martin Partridge; 
licensed lay minister - Joseph 
Piper. 

Saturday 4th Swan Team 
Ministry - Swan, Barton, 
Hartshorn, Chetwode, 

Edgcott, Grendon 
Underwood, Marsh Gibbon, 
Preston Bissett, Twyford: ' 
clergy - David Hiscock, 
Elizabeth Mason; licensed lay 
minister - Michael Lambe. 

THE SUNDAY NEXT 
BEFORE LENT 
Sunday 5th Waddesdon 
with Over Winchendon and 
Fleet Marston, Westcott: cler- 
gy - Colin Hutchings, Simon 
Dickinson. 

Monday 6th Winslow w. 
Great Horwood and 
Addington: clergy - Tony 
Whalley, Tracey Doyle, Pat 
Howard: licensed lay minis- 
ters - Mary Lovegrove, John 

$$$& sssss tsm bss© sssk sags 


Dale. 

Tuesday 7th For those 
who prepare Lenten projects 
andsthose to be involved in 
courses and house groups 
within our own churches and 
ecumenically. 

Wednesday 8th 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
For grace to keep the season 
of Lent faithfully. For reli- 
gious communities and for 
the promotion of retreats. 

For spiritual directors and 
soul friends. 

Thursday 9th The 
Diocesan Board of Education 
- chairman Jeremy Hurst: 
director of education 
(schools) - Tony Williamson; 
advisory services - Clive 
Sedgewick, Danny Sullivan. 
Friday 10th For all who 
teach in our aided, con- 
trolled, and grant maintained 
schools. 

Saturday 11th For all who 

teach children in our church- 
es the way of Christ, to 
believe and trust in Him. For 
the Diocesan children’s work 
adviser - Jenny Hyson. 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF 
LENT 

Sunday 12th Jesus said: 
The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God has come 
near repent and believe in the 
good news’ (Mark 1: 14). 


In the greatness of your 
mercy loose us from our 
chains : forgive the sins of 
your people. For all who are 
being prepared for baptism 
and confirmation - for new- 
ness of life and the grace and 
comfort of the Holy Spirit. 


Monday 13th Henley 
Deanery. That the deanery 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
last month may continue to 
bear fruit. For the new synod 

■$m- $$ss sssss 


lay chairman, Graham Kay 
and secretary, David Dew, as 
the deanery faces a larger 
than average cut in stipendi- 
ary clergy numbers, and 
. plans for pastoral reorganisa- 
tion. For the area dean - 
Phillip Nixon. 

Tuesday 14th Goring with 
South Stoke, Goring St 
Thomas of Canterbury: cler- 
gy - Phillip Nixon, Anne 
Battershell, Peter Steddon. 
Wednesday 15th 
Harpsden cum Bolney: clergy 
- Peter Fox. 

A prayer for 
Unemployment 
Sunday, 5 March 

God of all ages , in whose 
image we are made , whose 
work is our work , help us 
to regain our heritage of 
creation and the wholeness 
of human endeavour ; give 
us the will to manage our 
resources that no one is 
without meaningful work 
and that all can fully take 
part in the unfolding of 
your purpose. Lord Jesus , 
you walked among the 
crowd j you talked with 
people in the street , you lis- 
tened to them in the mar- 
ket place; we pray for 
those for whom unemploy- 
ment means isolation , 
loneliness and a life with- 
out human encounters. 
Help us to create commu- 
nities where every person 
can be part of the activity ; 
the passions and the striv- 
ings of human life. 

Unemployment Sunday is 
organised by Church Action on 
Poverty. The theme for 2000 is 
'Barriers.to Work 7 .The prayer 
is from the Industrial Mission, 
South Yorkshire. 


Thursday 16th Henley 
with Remenham: clergy - 
David Pritchard, John Bone, 
David Bouskill. 

Friday 17th Henley, 
Rotherfield Greys Holy 
Trinity: clergy - Duncan 
Carter: licensed lay minister - 
Trevor Lewis. 

Saturday 18th Kidmore 
End, Sonning Common: cler- 
gy - Graham Foulis Brown. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY 
OF LENT 

Sunday 19th Jesus said: ‘If 
any want to become my fol- 
lowers, let them deny them- 
selves and take up their cross 
a!nd follow me’ (Mark 8:34). 
For all who are oppressed, 
that we may share one 
another’s burdens. For our 
Church’s missionary societies 
and Christian Aid. For our 
link Diocese of Kimberley 
and Kuruman. 

Monday 20th JOSEPH 
OF NAZARETH. 


Father ; you entrusted 
our Saviour to the care 
of St Joseph. We offer 
our daily work to you 
in our churches and in 
our homes; in schools 
and colleges; in all 
places of employment; 
and in retirement. 


Tuesday 21st Non stipen- 
diary ministers in secular 
employment and for the 
churches who support them 
with their prayers. 
Wednesday 22nd Our 
church’s mission in work and 
economic life: missioner - 
Hugh Lee. For the Oxford 
Industrial Chaplaincy - 


director Barbara Hayes. For 
all industrial chaplains. 
Thursday 23rd Our 

archdeacons - John Morrison 
(Oxon), David Goldie 
(Bucks), Norman Russell 
(Berks) and parish develop- 
ment officers - Barbara 
Doubtfire, Anne Faulkner; 
Judi Shepherd. 

Friday 24th Langtree Team 
Ministry - Langtree, 
Checkendon, Stoke Row, 
Woodcote, Ipsden, North 
Stoke: clergy - Alan Johnson, 
Janet Collins, Nelva Moss; 
licensed lay minister - Brian 
Turner. 

Saturday 25th 
ANNUNCIATION OF OUR 
LORD TO THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY 

All whom God is calling to 
ordained and licensed lay 
ministry in our churches. For 
those who work in the dioce- 
san vocation network: chair- 
man - Hilary Unwin. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF 
LENT 

Sunday 26th In the temple 
Jesus overturned the tables of 
the money changers. He said 
to them: ‘It is written, My 
house shall be called a house 
of prayer.’ (Matt 21: 12-13). 
Lord teach us to pray ; renew 
a right spirit within us. 
Monday 27th Nettlebed 
with Bix and Highmoor; 
Pishill: clergy - Brendan 
Bailey. 

Itiesday 28th Nuffield: 
clergy - John Shearer. 

Wednesday 29th 

Rotherfield Peppard, 
Rotherfield Greys St 
Nicholas: clergy - Bob 
Butler-Smith. 

Thursday 30th Shiplake 
with Dunsden, Lashbrook 
Mission Room: clergy - 
Martin Connop Price. 

Friday 31st Whitchurch, 
Whitchurch Hill: clergy - 
Richard Hughes. 
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Do you want to learn First Aid? 

Is it for work or home? We offer the following courses:- 

• 4 day first aid at work • 1 day appointed persons 

• Refresher training sessions • First aid at home 

• Other short courses available 
For further information, contact: 

EMERGENCY AID TRAINING SERVICES, Didcot 

h&se Approved 50/98 Tel: 01235 818280 


BLINDS 


AND CURTAIN 
TRACKS 

Supplied and Fitted 

Vertical Venetian roller pleated wood blinds 


COURTENAY TEXTILES 


01235 847262 

INDEPENDENT SUPPLIER EST 1981 




Satellite TV & Computer 


Moving Home? 

Need your satellite, computer or telephone 
system moving to your new home? 

For a fast friendly service at a reasonable cost 



Call S.T.V.C. FREE on 0800 07 44 651 
Other enquiries please Tel/Fax: Clanfield. 01367 810440 
^ Mobile: 07957 88 1921 - Email rsstvc@globalnet.co.uk j 


Kmmrn 

Btm ERSITO, 


- NEW BUILDING • 

• EXTENSIONS • 

• RENOVATION • 
TELEPHONE; 01993 844154 


PHILIP BALL DECORATORS 

(Quality Decorators since 1978) 

• Interior Exterior 

• Domestic 

• General Maintenance 

FREE ESTIMATE 

CALL PHIL 01235 529256 

www.philhaU.co.uk 
e-mail: philfo philiphall.co.uk 



Visitors are welcome 


OPEN: 

Monday - Saturday 10.00am-4.00pm 
Sunday Noon-4. 00p.m. 

ALL SERVICES OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Details, information and bookings for 
parties/tours from: 

THE VERGER 
LANCING COLLEGE 
LANCING 
WEST SUSSEX 
BN1 5 0RW 


Tel: (01273) 452213 

LOCATION 





Experience the Lakes in Comfort and Style 

Situated within the Lake District this beautifully furnished and family run country house hotel offers 
an exclusive, comfortable and tranauil setting in which to relax. Each bedroom is tastefully furnished, 
most with superb views over the oay towards the Pennines and all with private bathroom, colour 
television, telephone and tea & coffee facilities. 

For more information or to make a reservation , please contact 
Graythwaite Manor ° n 01539 532001. 

.AuchLochaN, 
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Advertising 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 


Vaccine 
protects 
-but not 
always 

MENINGITIS IS a devastating 
disease which can kill in hours, 
is fatal in ten per cent of cases 
and leaves many others with 
such severe disabilities as 
deafness, brain damage and loss 
of limbs - and instances are 
rising. 

The main cause of both 
meningitis and septicaemia is 
meningococcal disease and 
there has been a 12 per cent rise 
in cases in the past year. 

The Meningitis C vaccine, 
launched in November 1999 
and which gives long term 
protection against the C strain 
of the disease, will be offered to 
everyone under 18 in the UK by 
the end of the year. 

The C strain is the main cause 
of clusters or outbreaks of the 
disease. 

The National Meningitis 
Trust, the UK’s leading 
meningitis charity, hopes this 
will cut the number of cases, but 
it is working to ensure everyone 
knows the vaccine will only 
protect against the C strain not 
the B strain, which accounts for 
about two thirds of all 
meningococcal cases. 

The Trust is currently funding 
research looking for a vaccine 
against the B strain. 


Devastated families uniting to fight a killer disease are: 

LIFE 


FAMILIES AND individuals 
devastated by meningitis aic 
channelling their emotions into 
helping others - but The National 
Meningitis Trust needs 
volunteers to help them provide 
this vital service. 

Community Help Groups of 
many different types of people run 
by the Trust throughout the 
country, some by families with 
experience of the disease others by 
nurses, are helping spread 
awareness of the disease, raising 
funds for vital research and giving 
emotional support. 

“It is the courage and 
determination of these people which 
helps us provide these services, ” said 
Christine Burrows, the Trust’s 
Community Help Group Manager. 


THE 


“Meningitis can be a frightening 
and isolating disease and that’s why 
we exist, to support people and put 
them in touch with others who have 
been through similar experiences. 

“Meningitis can strike so quickly 
and it is support from people who 
know what others are going through 
that can be a life saver .” 

The Trust is looking for volunteers 
to lend their support. 

Gloucestershire Community Help 
Group is always looking for new 
members and if you think you could 
help, or would like to know more 



National 

Meningitis 

Trust 


SAVERS 


about the disease, contact Christine 
on 01453 769029. 

And among the other support 
services provided by the Trust are: a 
24 hour help line (0845 6000 800) for 
people anxious or distressed about 
the disease; national Counselling 
Service to support sufferers and their 


families; discretionary support 
grants; mobile information service 
and information materials. 

The Trust welcomes donations 
and these can be made by: 
giving directly to the Trust; 
organising a fun event; 
donating from the web site. 


ADVERTISING FEATURE 


Where 

to 

find us 

Address: ^ The 

National 

Meningitis Trust, 
Fern House, Bath 
Road, Stroud, 
Gloucestershire 
GL5 3TJ. 

TeUminicom: 
01453 768000; 

Fax: 01453 

768001; Web site: 
http ://www.menin 
gitis-trusLorg.uk : 
E-mail: 

support @ meningi 
tis-trustorg.uk 


MENINGITIS SYMPTOMS 

IN ADULTS AND CHILDREN 



Meningitis - be alive to the danger 


Mis 


kc 
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These symptoms may not occur at the same time 


A cut out and keep guide to symptoms. 


MENINGITIS AND 

Meningococcal septicaemia 
need URGENT medical 
attention as early treatment 
with antibiotics is vital. 

Anyone suspecting 

someone has the illness should 
contact their GP immediately, 
describing the symptoms 
carefully and saying what they 
think it is, or go to the nearest 
Accident and Emergency 
Department and insist on 
seeing someone if the GP is 
not available. 

But both illnesses are often 
difficult to spot because 
symptoms can be similar to flu 
and may develop in a few 
hours or over one or two days. 
Incubation period is from two 
to ten days. 

Symptoms do not appear in 
any particular order, some may 


not appear or there may be 
others. The distinctive rash 
may appear last, or not at all, 
so do not wait for it. 

BABIES’ SYMPTOMS 
High temperature, fever, 
possible cold hands and feet; 
vomiting or refusing 
feeds;high pitched moaning, 
whimpering cry; blank, staring 
expression; pale, blotchy 
complexion; may be floppy, 
fretful, dislike being handled; 
fontanel le (soft spot on head) 
may be tense or bulging; 
difficult to wake or lethargic. 

CHILDREN’S & ADULTS’ 
SYMPTOMS 

High temperature, fever, 
possible cold hands and feet; 
vomiting, sometimes 

diarrhoea; severe headache; 


neck stiffness; joint or muscle 
pains, sometimes stomach 
cramps with septicaemia; 
dislike of bright lights; 
drowsiness; fitting; confused 
or disoriented. 

Both adults and children 
may have a rash. Sometimes 
there is a rash on the surface of 
the eye. 


The septicaemic rash, a 
cluster of tiny blood spots like 
pinpricks joining to look like 
bruises,may start anywhere. 

THE GLASS TEST 
Press side of clear drinking 
glass firmly onto spots or 
bruises and they will not fade. 
Note: In a small number of 
cases, the rash may disappear 
at first, but may later change 
into one that does noL With 
dark skin do the test on paler 
parts, such as palms of hand 
or soles of feet. 



THE MENINGITIS TRUST GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE SUPPORT OF ALL THE BUSINESSES ON THIS PAGE. 


DARREN. L. 
HANCOCK 

FuihtuI Directors & 
Monumental Masons 


Bicester’s only INDEPENDENT 
Family Funeral Director 

A caring traditional 24 hour service 
provided by Mr. Hancock personally 
Private Chapel oT Rest 

Rolls Royce Cortege optional & our own 
independent florist 

Our Family Serving Your Family 


BICESTER 

01869 340456 (24 HRSi 



Select 

Windows 

First Name in Quality 

WINDOWS. D00BS 
AND 

C0NSEBVAT0BIES 

Where you deal with 
craftsmen not salesmen 
Wishes the appeal 
the very best. 


New Coronet 

Bingo 

Club 

The Broadway 
Didcot 0X11 8RU 
Tel. 01235 812038 

Wishes the appeal 
the very best 


SUTTON COURTENAY 
144 HIGH STREET 
Best Prices 

o 

Best Service 

01235 

848240 

TRY US - YOU # 11 SEE 
FOR YOURSELVES 


Wl WISH THE APPEAL 
THE VERY BEST 


G. (ILL I, cL SONS 

Approved Local Contractors for l ocal Authority 
Road construction and surfacing contractors special i- 

• larmac Drivewas M & Forecourts 

• Car Parks - 1 arm Drives 

• I ennis Courts 

• ( Groundwork 

• Concrete & kerbing 
Private & Commercial 
Competitive rates. Live estimates. 

(01993) 775568 

Supergas Industrial I state, 

Downs Rd, Minster Lovell, Oxon 
Mobile: (tlKbO) 531938 3Sh332 l ax: (01993) 7788 




OXFORD ALLERGY CENTRE 

Partners: Dr. PJ. & Mrs. V.A. Fell 

Private Clinic held in Oxford and Bloxham 

WAS IT SOMETHING I ATE? 

Specialising in Hayfever, Eczema, Food Sensitivity, 
Irritable Bowel Syndrome and many other 
allergy problems. 

We also hold regular desensitization clinics for 
Hayfever and House Dust Mite. 

01295 720329 

Email pjfell@tesco.net 
vfell@tesco.net 
www.teleeos.com\oac.htm 

Buoa-BrQvitier no. 8QQQ2I69 


“We wish the appeal all the very best”. 


/rWfftrm 

Oxfordshire's Only Fiat and Lancia Specialist 


Fiat & Lancia 
Specialist 


Servicing, MoT preparation, new and used parts. 
Servicing all makes and models 
Free courtesy car. 

Fiats and Lancias wanted, any condition. 
CAR SALES 

* 01993 702080 (Day) 01993 891496 (Eves) 
or 0585 224886 (Mobile) 


■" CENTRE 1 

! services! 

I MoT Test Centra 
Servicing and Repairs | 
. of all makes off . 

I vehicles and car salat a 

TELEPHONE: 

; 01 86S 716092; 


FOR A 

PROFESSIONAL 

VALETING 

SERVICE 


iU-SPEc 

VALETIN G 

From a complete Valet 
to a While-U-Wait 
engine steam clean 


Contact Ian 

Mobile: 0421 911 339 


Jestering 


Foster 

carers make a 
difference . . . 

.have 

you got what it takes? 
If you would like to 
find out more please 
call: 

01296 

425675 

We wish the appeal 
the best ! 


Aoj, lUngston 

Hi!®* ^rtorp 


Qualified staff with 24 hour 
care. Pleasant rooms for single 
occupancy or married couples* 

Kingham 

(01608) 658233 

Station Road, 
Kingham, Oxon. 

Dual Registered Residential 
and Nursing Home 
Proprietor: Mr R. L. Burden, 
B.Sc. (Hons) 

WISHES THE APPEAL 
THE VERY BEST. 


COXWELL HALL 
& MEWS 
NURSING HOME 

Faringdon 

We are looking for new staff to 
join our friendly dedicated team 
and have a variety of posts 
available. You should have good 
communication skills, great 
personality and a strong desire to 
provide top quality care to the 
residents in our home. 

STAFF REQUIRED 
For further information please 
contact Sherrie on 01367 242985 

Wishes the Appeal 
every Success 


The White 
Hart 


Are pleased to 
support 

Burford Road, 
Minster Lovell, 
Witney 

Tel 01993 
775255 


ABINGDON 
TOWN COUNCIL 



Stratton Lodge 
52 Bath Street 
Abingdon OX14 3QH 

Telephone: 

01235 522642 

Facsmile: 

01235 533112 

Wishes the appeal 
the best. 


CALL THE 
SPECIALISTS 

C 

SERVICE • DIAGNOSTICS 
• REPAIRS • PARTS 

Fiat & Alfa Trained 
Technicians 
Dealer Specified 
Diagnostic & Tuning 
Equipment 

PALMER & PHILLIPS 

Unit 25, Chihern Business 
Centre, Garsington Rd, Cowley, 
Oxford (nr Tescos) 

OXFORD -(01865) 749600 


CY 

Finishes 

Stove Enamelling 
and Powder 
Coating 

Contact 

01635 43860 

4 Arnhem Road, 
Newbury, Berks. 


'MEADHAMS' 

are pleased to 
support the 

appeal 

Unit 12, Bankside, 
Sationfield Ind. Est., 
Kidlington 

Tel: 01865 
378010 


Knightsbridge CARS 


Prestige Airport Transport 

Very Competitive Airport and long distance prices 
from a Prestige, Chauffeur service 

For a Professional Service Call us on 

Telephone: 

. 01491 613474 
‘i? Mobile: && 

07775 582135 

ADVANCE BOOKINGS TAKEN 
OUR STANDARDS ARE HIGHER 
Knightsbridge Cars wishes the appeal every success 




FR11LANCE 

KIDLINGTON 


NOW OPEN SUNDAY 
lOam - 3pm for: 

• Upholstery Fabrics 
• Foam cut to size 
• Curtain making Service 
• Net Curtains 

• Remnants from £1 a metre 

• Dacron (rolls and bags) 

TNI!! All JUST A 



• Curtain Fabrics 

• Tracks and Poles 
• Ready-made Curtains 

• Craft/ Patchwork Fabrics 

• Cushioned inserts 

• Polystyrene Beads 

• BLBCTIOM AVAILABLE 


01865 841088 


Do you want to learn 

FIRST AID? 


Is it for Work or Home? 

We offer the following courses: 

• 4 day First Aid at Work 

• 1 day Appointed persons 

• Refresher training sessions 

• First Aid at Home 

• Other short courses available 
For further information contact: 

EMERG ENCY A ID 
Training Services 

Didcot 

H. & S.E. Approval 50/98 

Tel. 01235 818280 

We wish the appeal all the best 


CAN’T GET 
CREDIT FOR 

A LOAN, MORTGAGE, 
BUSINESS FINANCE ETC. 
BECAUSE OF 

CCJ’s, DEFAULTS 
& ARREARS 

Then call the 
Mortgage Place 
07931 452 510 
FOR A FAST AND 
FRIENDLY DECISION 

Agents are always wanted. 
Phone for details 

Your home Is at risk If you do not 
keep up repayments on a mortgage 
or loan secured on IL 



The 

Independent 

Stairlift 

Specialist 


Are Pleased To Support 

For more information call us now . . . 

0800 9800 126 or 01276 856060 

For nearest branch 


AROMATHERAPY 
STEAM CAPSULE 

The relaxing and healthy way to help relieve 
conditions such as Headaches, Cold & Flu, Skin 
Problems, Backache, Insomnia, 
Rheumatism etc, etc. 

Aroma Health 2000 Ltd 

I 1 9 Botley Road, 

Oxford 0x2 0HD 

Tel: 01865 201 441 Fax: 01865 250 23 1 
Mobile: 07990 594406 

Wishes the appeal all the best 


P. BRUNO CAR 
REPAIRS 

• SERVICES 

• REPAIRS 
• MOTS 

Established 10 years 

Tel: 01 865 241325 
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The London Fertility Centre 

112a Harley Street, London 
WIN 1AF 


is pleased to support the Campaign 


0171 224 2766 


quoting reference number O.N. 11613 
All reasonable expenses covered 



WARCYRAVH CAR 
COMPANY 

• Servicing & Repairs 

• All Makes & Models 

• M.O.T. Test Centre 

• Car Valeting 

• Friendly Personal Service 

Your local Village Garage 
Support the National Meningitis Trust 


0118 940 2206 



HIGH 

WYCOMBE 

For FREE loan of 
battery scooters, 
manual and power 
wheelchairs 
Open Monday to 
Saturday 

TELEPHONE: 

01494 472277 


IT Systems 

13 MARRIOTT 
ROAD 

MUSWELLHILL 

LONDON 

0181 4829417 

Wishes the 
Appeal the Best 


Scale watchef 

ELECTRONIC SCALE 
ELIMINATION 

SOLVES HARO WATER 


LET THE MARKET 
LEADER LOOK 
AFTER YOUR SYSTEM 

Sutherland 

Partners 

The Granary, Owe, Thateham, 
•erk shire MIS 9SD 
Tel/Fax (01635) 200249 


Moorings 

Nursery 

For all your needs on:- 

PLANTS, 
CUT FLOWERS, 
ALPINES 

Call now on 
01628 622516 

Happy to be associated 
with the National 
Meningitis Trust 


Vehicle 

Window Tinting 

• Keep cool and comfortable 
in hot weather 
Reduce glare and dazzle 
(night and day) 

Cut damaging uv rays 
(protect interior) 

Deter smash and grabs 
Travel more discreetly and 
safely 

For superior Quality films, 
installation and service 
contact:- 

N0VUS SUN GUARD 

Mobile 0836 619196 



Help for the ELDERLY 
and DISABLED 
in Oxfordshire 

• COMMUNITY ALARM SCHEME 
ARE HAPPY TO SUPPORT 
THE NATIONAL MENINGITIS 
TRUST 

For further details telephone: 

Oxford City Council 
Control Centre on 
Oxford ■ mm* 

(° 1865) g 

742138 rol 


W.P. HINE & CO 


Established in Oxford 1830 

Town & Country 
Outfitters & Tailors 

17 GROVE 
STREET 
WANTAGE 

Full Range of Dressware 
for Sale & Hire 
SUPPORT THE NATIONAL 
MENIGITUS TRUST 

Telephone: 

01235 770211 


Wbt OToobman 3 mi 

Bars & Banqueting Hall. Traditional English Fayre. 
Beer from the Cask. 

Lunches and Dinners. Country Wines. 
Business Meetings/ Lunches and Dinner 
Weddings. Conferences. 

Full Restaurant facilities. 

You can even smoke a Clay Pipe. 
FERNHAM, Nr Faringdon, Oxfordshire 
17th Century Inn in the Vale of the White Horse 

01367 820643 

The Traditional English Inn 


MAKE THE MILLENNIUM 
YEAR YOCIR YEAR 

We have a limited number of places available within 
our lively enthusiastic team. 

You can earn as much or as little as you want, pocket 
money or living, your financial destiny is in your 
hands. 

To find oat more, call Steven on 

01908 392063 




SIMPLY MARIA ^ixxc^gn 

Sun 5th March7.30pm 

Maria Ewing in concert with the BBC Big Band 

The American operatic star sings her 
favourite American songs including, / Got Rhythm and 
The Man That Got Away. 

Tickets from £18 

ENGLISH TOURING OPERA 
Carmen Thurs 16th & Sat 18th Mar 7.30pm 
The Rake’s Progress Fri 17th Mar 7.30pm 

“ETO is the touchstone by which all 
other tourers measure themselves” 

Opera 1 999 

Tickets from £12.50 


The George and Dragon 

Upton 

t Mothers (Day Lunches £ 5.25 
' Easter Egy (Hunt for cfiiCdren 
on (Easter Sunday 

families welcome. Stome cooked food. 
Large garden and play area. 

Reading Road, Upton 
Tel. 01 X 35 8507x3 tor bookings 





bop-kjgn Dance & 

RL 0111*457 2113 Lmenance 
Wb Oil) >451 4000 
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THE OXFORD CRAFT STUDIO 

443 Banbury Road, Oxford OX2 8ED 
Tel: 01865 552073. Fax: 01865 310848. 

We invite you to visit our Showroom for that special gift. 

All items completely handmade within our workshops. 
Items consisting of 3D Decoupage pictures and cards. 
Ceramics, Indoor Water Fountains, Original Paintings. 

All at very Competitive prices. 

10% DISCOUNT ON PRODUCTION OF THIS AD 


Ye Olde 
Dog & Badger 

14th Century Public House and Restaurant 

Traditional Bar Food 
Snacks and A la Carte Menu 

Under the Personal Management of 
Harry Paul and Annie Read 
Henley Road, Medmenham, Nr Marlow, Bucks SL7 2HE 

Tel: 01491 571362 

Pub Opening Times 
11am - 11pm Monday to Saturday 
12pm - 10.30pm Sunday 

Traditional Bar Food and A la Carte Menu served: 

Monday to Saturday 6.30pm - 9.30pm 
Sunday 6.30pm - 9.00pm 
Lunchtimes: from 12pm-2.30pm 
Traditional Sunday Roast 12pm - 3pm 
A range of light bar snacks served throughout the day 

Our Restaurant is available for reservations and 
PRIVATE PARTIES, SEATING UP TO 32 PEOPLE 

Book early to avoid disappointment 

Tel: 01491 571362 


Cakes to Celebrate 

Novelty Cakes made for your special occasions 
♦. Valentines ♦ Mothers Day ♦ Weddings 
♦ Confirmations ♦ Anniversaries 4- Retirements 
Novelty and Traditional 

Ring Natalie Truman on 01993 880384 


NEWBURY BAROQUE 

HAYDN 

St Bernard Mass 

Horn Concerto (with Hannah Evans) 

St Martin’s Church, E. Woodhay 
April 8th at 7.30 

Tickets £8 (children £2) inc programme 
and wine, from Hogan’s Music 

Registered Charity No. 280434 


CHOPSTICKS CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Specialise in Peking, Szechuan, Cantonese, 
Seafood and Vegetarian 

BOOK NOW FOR MOTHERS DAY 

Bring along this advert for a Free glass of 
wine (except at weekends) 

EAT AS MUCH AS YOU LIKE £13.50 PER HEAD 

Sunday to Friday 

(3 courses, over 50 dishes to .choose from, 
.including our famous Crispy Aromatic Duck) 

For reservations, please ring 

(01865) 725688/ 200295 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
10% DISCOUNT FOR TAKEAWAY 
244 COWLEY ROAD, OXFORD 


Fo 

% 


2000 

Education in the Community 

Banbury in Bloom is not just about flowers - it’s about 
educating the local community on important 
environmental issues. 

Banbury Community Garden & Nursery in People’s Park 
aims to give schools the right type of outdoor facilities 
where they can educate their children on aspects of 
horticulture and conservation. 

It includes a wildlife garden and pond - formal garden 
with excellent wheelchair access - Willow sculptures and 
available plots of land which local people can use to 
grow flowers or vegetables. 

If you are interested in learning about the environment or 
just want the opportunity to relax in pleasant 
surroundings - come along and see what Banbury In 
Bloom is doing for your community. 

If you wish to become actively involved in Banbury In 
Bloom 2000 contact 
Tony Magean on 

01295 252535 

or visit our Website 

' HKf «-■ IHKfipPM ' - $SSf| 
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Website designed and developed by students at North Oxford Technical College 


J 


BS GROUP 

STADIA 


trims 


Abbey Stadium, Lady Lane, 
Blunsdon, Swindon 

off the A419 

JL 

m 



Phone for details of the ABBEY 
RESTAURANT and the AMAZING 
6 PACK PARTY OFFER 


(ref DOl/TCl) 


Free admission and Racecard 
worth £3.00 with this voucher!!!! 


WED, FRI & SAT (First Race 7.30pm) 

Telephone 01793 721253 
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EVENLODE CARPETS 


All types of quality carpets and vinyls 
at very competitive prices 

FREE FITTING 

Oxford 881162 


PUT A SMILE 
BACK ON 
YOUR BATH! 



NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

• ALL TYPES OF METAL BATHS • POLISHING 

• RE-SURFACING IN SITUE • EEEE QUOTES AND 
ADVICE • BASINS 

New Look Bath Surfaces 

0118-947 »**5 

2 GIFFORD CLOSE, CAVERSHAM PARK, READING 


CARPENTER JOINER 


AND ALL DOMESTIC CARPENTRY 

Made to your requirements or standard 
Repair or new 

H.I.A. Carpentry 

Phone 0118 966 5497 
or Mobile 0411 947312 


S. JAY ALLDAY 

GROUND WORK 
DRIVEWAYS & PATIOS 

All excavation work and ground 
work undertaken. 

For quotes on block paving single 
or concrete driveways 
Please tel 

01235 766594 
or 07979 444040 


rovvi a urr 
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NOW OPEN SUNDAY 
10 am " 3 pm for: 



e Upholstery Fabrics 
O Foam cut to size 
e Curtain making Service 
e Net Curtains . 

> Remnants from £1 a metre 
ft Dacron (rolls and bags) 


e Curtain Fabrics 
e Tracks and Poles 
e Ready-made Curtains 
i Craft/ Patchwork Fabrics 
e Cushioned inserts 
e Polystyrene Beads 


SUTTON 

COURTENAY 

Tyre Sales 

Best prices. 
Best service. 

144 High Street, 
Sutton Courtenay, 
Oxfordshire. 

Telephone: 

01235 848240 


These are just a selection available 


Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 5.00pm 
THE K1DLINGTON HIGH STREET, KIDLINGTON, OXFORD 

free parking^ 01865 841088 ^ parking- 



ROWDYS 

Designers & Makers of Fine Furniture 

CUSTOM MADE FURNITURE 



Individually designed to compliment any environment. 

• Domestic 

• Offices 

• Boardrooms 

• Contract 

Free quotations for one-off commissions or complete schemes 

Regal Way, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 7BX 
01367 242264 


Garden Furniture of Distinction 

Stylish furniture for the garden, conservatory and 
home, built in solid aluminium - made for a lifetime - 
in classical and contemporary designs. 

Plus an original range of hardwood furniture and 
hand carved basalt stone features. 

For a free brochure, ring 

Encompass Furniture Accessories 
on 02392 631859 or www.encompassco.com 



:□[ 
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Select 
Windows 



Give your home a beautiful new outlook . . . 
with a wide range of safe, secure windows, 
doors, patio doors and conservatories 

Unit 15, TF Smith Buildings 
154 Newland, Witney 

Telephone: (01993) 773880 
Fax: (01993) 771881 
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SEASONS 
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|Tree Maintenance 
|and Landscape 

^Gardening 

w 

| Tel. 01865 736547 
| or Mobile f 
1 0790 158 0739 * 



FREELANCE WINDOW REPAIRS 

Double glazing repairs to all types of systems 
uPVC and aluminium 
Quality workmanship and 
personal attention guaranteed 
Very competitive prices 
Tel: 01865 376089 


JASON’S DECORATING SERVICE 

For the finest Painting & Decorating Inside and Out 

Including Modem Paint Techniques, Furniture Distressing, 
Cabinet Making, Carpentry and Floor and Wall Tiling. 
Plastering, Artexing 

For a professional finish Call Jason 

0186S 890599/MobiU 0403 773181 


-^vm|M)NEEDTg>N 


Embroideries 

The local specialist embroidery shop. 

Fabrics, threads, charts, always something new 
Speciality design and making up service. 

Gold threads, suitable for church embroidery 

9 Nuneham Courtenay, Oxford 01865 343407 



S prinklers^ 


GARDEN SERVICES LTD 

Tel: (01844) 201555 

WEEKLY/ TWO WEEKLY/ 
MONTHLY 

Grass cutting/ Lawn edging/ 
Weeding/ General pruning/ 
Hedge trimming/ Strimming 

Head office: 

43 Crendon House, 
London Crendon, Bucks 


IILLENNIUG 



Vertical * Blinds 


2 for £1 40 - Any size up to 3m 
5 louvres - selected ranges or. Buy any vertical 
blinds from any range at 30% off RRP and 
receive a FREE ROLLER BLIND 
from our TAKE & TRIM selection up to 6 wide. 
Woodslat Venetian Blinds (selected colours) at 
HUGE DISCOUNTS 

Conservatory Blinds 

Up to 25% of selected ranges of pleated or 
vertical blinds. 

Free home selection service or call into our 
Witney or Wantage showrooms 



62 HIGH STREET, WITNEY 
Tel: 01993 709909 

Also at: Unit 1 1 , The Quadrangle 
Grove Technology Park 
Nr. Wantage 

Tel: 01235 760385 


Suttons Tree Surgeons & Carden Maintenance 

• Fully insured and fully licensed 

• Free estimates, polite and 
professional service 

• 25 miles radius covered 
: • Also Fencing 

Domestic and commercial 
contracts welcome 
Cash and carry pre-packed fuel centre. 
(Logs for sale) 

The Coalyard., Rich’s Sidlings, 
Lower Broadway, Didcot 

Open 6 days a week 


Approved Merchants 


Tel: 01235 813660 or Mobile 0850 167451 



PUBLIC ADDRESS 

New systems: Updates: Inductive loops: 
Radio microphones: Portable PA 
(eg. Lecterns, Briefcases, Shoulder units): 
CCTV 

Consult the Specialists 

ROYSTONS 

P.O. Box 1, Fordingbridge, 

Hants. SP6 3PQ 
Telephone anytime: 

01725 518428 or 0589 247960 


BRIAN THOMPSON & SON 

BUILDING & PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 
For free friendly advice and estimates 

Tel Ox 01865 761830 
Mobile 0836 588496 

All work fully guaranteed 

3 Sturges Close 
Headington, Oxford 
OX3 95H 
Decorating 
Bricklaying 
* Roofing 

* Guttering 

* Fencing 

* Demolition 

* Landscaping 

* Patios 

* Cotswold Shingle 

All work undertaken 
No Job Too Large Or Small 

FULL Y INS URED 



\ 
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stian hducation - putting taith into action 


— Advertisement Feature — 


It used to be that you tried it to check 
if it worked. However, today’s post- 
modern teenager prefers the dictum: 
“If it works, I’ll try it”. If the relevance 
is shown then co-operation and 
enthusiasm is forthcoming. 

For Christian schools, and for teachers who 
are able to share the Christian faith in their 
place of work, the challenge of relevance is 
high on the agenda. 

At Kingham Hill, a boarding and day school 
in Oxfordshire, we have found the young 
people in this formative 11-18 age group want 
to see that Christianity works before they get 
involved. We have discovered that the best 
way of demonstrating our faith is to put it into 
action. 

No one denies that there is an intimate and 
personal faith which is impossible to quantify. 
But, there is also a desire among the youth of 
today to see a tangible truth. 



DYSLEXIA 

A NEW BREAKTHROUGH 

Hilary Farmer & Associates 

Tel: 01235 536111 

★★★★★★★★★★ 


Access to Theology Course 

No formal qualifications required. Full-time or 
open learning 

BA Theological Studies 

Modules cover all main disciplines. Full-time, 
part-time or open learning 

M.Phil, PhD & D.Min Degrees 
For prospectus, contact: 

Highland Theological College 
High Street, Dingwall 1V15 9HA 
Tel: 01349 867600 
Email: htc@uhi.ac.uk 


EMMAUS BIBLE SCHOOL U.K. 


Adult Bible Study 

at home in your 
own time. 

By correspondence 
over 90 courses. 

Send for further details: 

CARLETT BOULEVARD 
EASTHAM, WIRRALL 
MERSEYSIDE L62 8BZ 

Tel: 0151 327 1172 
Fax: 0151 327 1592 



Are you sometimes 

- asked to preach? 

- asked to lead worship? 
Might God be calling you to use 
your gifts further? 

The College of Preachers with 
Spurgeon's College offer a 

CERTIFICATE IN THEOLOGY (PREACHING) 

A foundation course by Open Learning 

Contact Karen Atkin on 01778 422929 

E-Mail collpreach@mistral.co.uk 
www3.mistral.co.uk/ collpreach 


In the same way that our students have 
taken to the practical, but demanding, GNVQs 
for post-16 education, so too have they taken 
to other tangible work, outside the classroom. 

So it was that in a Life Skills class, when 
world poverty was discussed and the question 
was aired: “Is this relevant to us?” The answer 
came, not in the guise of well-constructed 
essays, but in an appeal and an aid trip to 
Romania. 

Little ideas grew into an enormous vision, 
twelve months down the line 1 8 students left 
for Romania with a 32-tonne truck of 
specifically requested aid on a ten-day life- 
changing adventure. 

There is nothing like peer pressure! Students 
returned to tell their friends what they had 
seen and what they had been able to achieve 
in a short space of time. Five years later a 
centre is built, 70 students from the school 
have visited, £40,000 of aid taken, all from a 


TRINITY COLLEGE BRISTOL 

JJ ANNUAL VOCATION 
CONFERENCE 

14th - 16th April, 2000 

This is a conference for anyone who is 
considering God’s call to serve in a rapidly changing 
world, whether here or overseas, in church ministry or 
in a secular sphere. 

Come and reflect through worship, talks, discussion, 
personal consultation and silence. 

COST: £58 Unwaged: £39 Non-residential: £45 
Couples: £92 

Enquiries to: The Conference Manager, 

Trinity College, Stoke Hill, Bristol, BS9 UP. 

Tel. 0117 968 2803 
E-mail: conf@trinity-bris.ac.uk 
Web address: http://www.trinity-bris.ac.uk/conf/ 

A Registered Charity No. 311 793 


THE HIGHLANDS SCHOOL 

WARDLE AVENUE, TILEHURST, 
READING RG31 6JR 
Tel: 0118 942 7186 

Affiliated to I.S.A. and I.S.I.S. 

An Independent Day School 
Girls 3 years -11 years: Boys 3 years - 8 years 

* All areas of the National Curriculum covered 

* Excellent Pupil Teacher ratio 

* French 

* Individual Music Lessons 

* After School Care 

* Registered Nursery Provider 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND 
PROSPECTUS PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE 

OPEN DAY 

FRIDAY 3rd MARCH 2000 

9.00am to 3.00pm 

St Edward’s & Highlands School Ltd. 

Registered Charity No. 309147 
Exists to provide education for children 


school of only 230 students. 

More recently, during the summer of 1999, a 
dozen staff and students put their faith into 
action in Zimbabwe with the international relief 
agency, Tearfund. Using the school’s 
experience of organising overseas trips, and 
Tearfund ’s international exp-erience qf 
supporting community projects, Kingham Hill 
students made a significant difference in the 
lives of adults and children in this AIDS-ridden 
area of Africa. 

Over the past few years, students have 
taken aid and assistance to the developing 
world. But, they have brought back a new 
perspective on themselves, on society and on 
their faith. For many, their view of Christianity 


has deepened and become real. 

And all this from the simple question asked 
by so many of today’s young people: “Is this 
relevant to us?” 

Of course, you can put your faith into action 
in this country too. We have an active group at 
Kingham Hill working in local communities too, 
from Brownie packs to Old People’s Centres. 

But, to make Christianity relevant in schools 
across the UK, we must demonstrate it. Yes, 
through our classes and through our lives. But 
we must be prepared to take it further by 
putting our faith into action. 

Rev. Steve Hayes, Chaplain, Kingham Hill 
School, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire. Tel 
01608 658999. 



Telephone: 





OXFORD UNIVERSITY 

DEPARTMENT FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION 

Day Schools 2000 

Architecture & Worship in the English Parish Church Sat 18 Mar 
Christian Socialism, Yesterday and Today Sat 1 Apr 

Saint Benedict Sat 13 May 

Women and the Church Sat 10 Jun 

Also Summer School weeks 15 July ~ 19 August including: 

What did Jesus say? Early Christian Art, Martin Heidegger 

For full details of these courses phone 01865 270360 / 270380 
or write to OUDCE, 1 Wellington Square, Oxford 0X1 2JA 


Teaching 

English 

at Home 

A well established operator of 
educational tours is looking for 
qualified TEFL teachers to teach 
and provide Host Family 
accommodation to our 
Japanese visitors. 

Stays are from 1-4 weeks 
throughout the year. 

Good accommodation is essential. 

WRITE TO: 

England Travel and Learning, 
Gordon House, First Floor, 
276 Banbury Road, 
Oxford 0X2 7ED 

E-mail: etal@etaluk.demon.co.uk 



The Abbey School 
Kendrick Road 
Reading 
RG1 5DZ 


Preparatory and Junior Departments 
girls aged 4-10 years. 

Senior Department 
girls aged 11-18 years. 
Scholarships and Assisted Places 
available. 

First class examination results. 
Opportunities in science, information 
technology, languages, music and sport. 

Telephone The Secretary 
now for further details: 

0118 987 2256 

The Abbey school exists to educate 
academically able girls. 

Registered Charity No. 309115 


CAN HE TALK SENSE 

but not oerrr 

ON PAPER? 



£ 


U + 21 + El +? 


Over 21 ? 

Missed out on education? 

Want to discover your true potential? 

You could be ready for university and improve your career prospects 
in 21 weeks! 


Accelerated Access Programme 


Learn in a supportive environment away from everyday distractions. 
For further details and an application form contact Janet Wise now! 

Tel: 01509 857245 Fax: 01509 857263 
Email: janet.wise@co-opcollege.zee-web.co.uk 

The Co-operative College, Stanford Hall, Loughborough, Leicestershire LEI 2 5QR 


Residential - All fees paid for eligible applicants 


1 


From this . . All kinds of yosty 
thur are many kinds of googles. 
Some kery thir are thur are hands 
To this . . Long sighted means 
that things in the distance are 
clear and near things are fuzzy. 

ABNALLS LANE LICHFIELD STAFFS 
WS13 8BLTel 01543 264387 

Principal Dr E N Brown PhD MSc BA MINS 
MSCME AFBPsS CPsychol 
Corporate member of the British Dyslexia Association 
DfEE approved boarding and day school 
especially for Dyslexic children 7-17 years. 

Boys boarding. Girls day. National curriculum to GCSE. 
Excellent OfStEd report. 


DOES YOUR CHILD HAVE*A LEARNING PROBLEM? 
DYSLEXIA ASSESSMENT (Chartered Psychologist) 
Advice and support on Statementing procedures and appeals 
Telephoned 543 264387 



ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL 

Upper Redlands Road, Reading RG1 5JT 

An independent day school for girls aged 3-18 

PREPARATORY DEPARTMENT 

KINDERGARTEN TO YEAR 6 

Children are taught by well-qualified, caring and experienced 
teachers, who cater for individual needs. The curriculum is broad 
and varied, reflecting the needs of education today. 

After school care from Spring 2000. 

Applications are invited for entry at Kindergarten level, 
both half-day and full-day attendance. 

Vacancies arise occasionally at other levels. 

For an application form and to arrange a visit, please contact: 

The School Secretary, St Joseph’s Convent School, 

Upper Redlands Road, Reading, Berkshire RG1 5JT 

Tel: 0118 966 1000 

St Joseph’s Convent School is a registered charity, 
which exists to provide education for girls. 
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Celebrating together 

The highlight of the Diocese's Millennium programme for 
children is a feast of music, drama and fun at High 
Wycombe on 16 July writes Jenny Hyson 


Celebrating Together is what 
the title suggests, a celebra- 
tion for the whole Church, 
but with an emphasis on the 
children. It is the highlight of 
Celebrating Children , our 
Millennium programme. The 
afternoon will offer a feast of 
music, drama, puppets, sto- 
rytelling and a whole lot 
more, including the biggest 
telling of a Bible story! 

Bert and Lucy, our two puppets, 
are finding some of the riddles 
of the universe and God difficult 
to grasp, but with the help of a 
storyteller, music and some 
clowns they begin to find the 
answer to how God wants to 
show his love to those around us. 


Friends from previous 
Children’s Gift Day projects 
will help Bert and Lucy in 
their quest and will be join- 
ing us to share current news 
of their work with children 
around the world, including 
Toybox, ABCD, Hearing 
Dogs for the Deaf and of 
course Bertiel! 

Following a fun time togeth- 
er in the theatre there will be 
the opportunity to meet up 
with old friends and make 
some new ones as we share 
in a mega picnic in the park 
opposite the theatre. So 
bring your picnic, your voic- 
es and your friends and join 
us in Celebrating Together! 


Celebrating the 
Eucharist with 
Children 

Saturday, 1 1 March at Holy 
Trinity, Cookham, 

10.30 - 3.30 



Details of this important 
consultation from 
the Diocesan Children’s 
Adviser (as below) 


HOW TO BOOK 

Tickets for Celebrating Together will be on sale from Monday 3 April. Price:£2. 50 for children and 
concessions £5. 00 for adults For safety reasons everyone regardless of age must have a ticket 
In order to avoid disappointment send for a booking form to apply for your tickets early. Bookings will 
be taken on a first come first served basis from the 3 April. 

Let the fun begin at the start of your journey by joining with other churches in your Deanery to book a 
coach and travel together. 

For more information contact: Jenny Hyson, Diocesan Children’s Adviser, Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford. 0X2 0NB Telephone 01865 208225 


Ali-G Bishop 
will lead 
Rockmass 


The Bishop, famous for his 
interview with popular alter- 
native comedian Ali-G, is 
leading Rockmass 2000 at St 
Bartholomew’s Church, 
Reading at 6.30pm on 19 
March. He is the Bishop of 
Horsham, Lindsay Urwin, 
who besides the interview on 
Ali-G’s best-selling video, has 
recently organised youth 
events in three night clubs in 
Sussex and on the observa- 
tion deck of Gatwick 
Airport. An Australian by 
birth, he travelled the world 
before becoming the 
youngest bishop in the 
Church of England at 37. 
Over the past six years 12 
Rockmasses have been held 
in six different churches. 
Prayer, worship and breaking 
bread are combined with 
rock music and visually stun- 
ning effects. Rockmass 2000 
promises to be the best ever 
says organiser Steve Allen. 

Further details from Steve on 
0118-926 6747 or email: 
stephenallen@lineone.net 
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Cartoon by Daniel Collins 


Getting ready for 
Mothering Sunday 

by cookery writer Anne Way 


In the past, when there were 
many large estates, young 
girls were often sent into ser- 
vice. They had very little free 
time. But on 
Mothering Sunday (2 
April this year), 
halfway through 
Lent, it was the prac- 
tice to allow them 
home to visit the 
family and take 
their mother a 
gift of simnel 
cake. This was a 
fruit cake with 
marzipan 
through the 
middle and on 
the top, with 



12 round balls on top to rep- 
resent the 12 apostles. 
Bearing this tradition in 
mind it seemed a nice idea 
for our ‘modern-day 
misses’ and their 
brothers to make a 
home-made gift for 
their mothers instead 
of the usual pre- 
sents of flowers 
or chocolates. 
Biscuits are 
easy to make 
and I have 
taught many a 
five year old 
to make 
these ginger 
cookies. 


Ginger Cookies 


You will need 

100g /4 ozs margarine 
150g/ 6 ozs flour 
75g/ 3 oz caster sugar 
1 dessertspoon golden syrup 
1 level teaspoon ground ginger 
0.5 level teasp bicarb soda 

Method 

Help the child weigh out the 
ingredients, placing the 
syrup, sugar and margarine 
in a saucepan. Cook gently 
over a low heat. Holding the 
pan let the child stir until it is 


melted. Then pour into the 
flour mixture and leave the 
child to stir it all in until well 
blended. Let it cool for a 
minute. The child can then 
take out teaspoonfuls and 
roll into balls about one inch 
in diameter and place them 
on a baking sheet. Press out 
to about a finger’s depth and 
place in pre-heated oven for 
about ten minutes at 180° 
(350F), gas mark 4. When 
golden leave to cool before 
removing to a wire rack. 


Kids Krispy Chocolate Treats 


Most small children, boys as 
well as girls, really enjoy 
being allowed into the 
kitchen to do some simple 
cooking and even the very 
young ones can usually 
manage these chocolate and 
raisin crunchies with a bit of 
help from mum or granny. 


You will need 

100g/4 ozs milk chocolate 
enough Cornflakes or Rice 
Krispies to blend with the 
melted chocolate 
35g/1.5ozs raisins/ sultanas 

Method 

Place the broken up choco- 
late into a bowl. Set this 


inside a sucepan that contain 
a little barely simmering 
water. Leave to soften. When 
the chocolate has melted, 
remove the bowl to a work 
surface and let the child stir 
in the raisins and Cornflakes 
or Krispies. When they are 
really well coated, get him or 
her to spoon the mixture 
into paper cake cases press- 
ing the filling together with 
the spoon so they stick well. 
Leave in a cool place until 
set. Eat and enjoy. Result: 
one happy contented child 
and not too much mess! 
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ECCLESIA. 

CO.UK 

Church Internet Solutions 
Web Site Design from £49.99 

Telephone 0870 743 1723 
Web: www.ecclesia.co.uk 
E-mail: info@ecclesia.co.uk 


COMPUTERS 

Purpose Built 

Repairs, Upgrades, Software, Supplies Tuition, 
Web Sites. 

AMD Stockists 

Tel. Graham Speers ABS Ltd. 

01869 601013 


STANTON house 

(Christian Retreat Centre) 

Oxford 

We provide day-time facilities for individuals and 
groups of up to 20 to set time aside to be with 
God- to pray and plan. Small prayer room and 
large lounge available. Pleasant walks in 
grounds and nearby village. Optional breaks 
and lunch provided. (£10 per person all 
inclusive) 

For details ring 01865 358807 


OVERWEIGHT 


Ever wished they’d 
invent a pill to lose 
weight? 

They did - 
It’s fantastic! 
FREE SAMPLE 
No obligation 


Call 

01535 644860 


Central Rooms 
for Students 


Short-term or 9-month leases 
from £250 pcm including 
utility bills, local telephone calls, 
TV/ video and cleaning 


Call ( 01865 ) 201132 

FOR DETAILS 


TRACING 

SERVICE 
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CALL OR WRITE: 


24 CLOSE ST., MILLFIEU), 
SUNDERLAND SR46EN 


EARN MONEY 
DOGSITTING 

Mature, Caring, Trustworthy 
Doglovers WANTED 
Also Registered Dogsitters 
available nationwide 

Tel: 0171 413 9990 

24 hour information 
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WEST PRICES 
BEST SERVICE 

144 High Street 
Sutton Courtenay 
Oxfordshire 

tel.- oi m mm 













Companions on the 
road to Calvary 

Clemency Fox has selected some new books 
which are ideal for Lent and beyond 


The God of Freedom, The 
CAFOD/DLT Lent Book 2000, 

DLT £4.95 

A collection of daily reflec- 
tions on the Scripture read- 
ings for Lent. In this deeply 
and spiritually political 
book, the six writers do not 
shy from the choices we have 
to make to ‘stand up for 
Gospel values and to take 
sides in the battle between 
good and evil’ (Peter-John 
Pearson, South Africa). 


Days of Grace: A Forty Day 
Journey with Jesus, Raymond 
Chapman, Canterbury Press £6.99 

Daily reflections for Lent 
with the Biblical themes of 
journeys, mountains, light, 
food and healing as its 
framework, this book offers 
encouragement, challenge 
and reassurance to experi- 
ence Lent as a time of spiri- 
tual growth. 

Forty Days with the Messiah, 

David Winter, BRF; accompany- 
ing CD £14.99 

First published in 1996, this 
is a new edition of a popular 
book of reflections on 
Handel’s oratorio. It is a 
refreshingly new look at an 
old story and at one of the 
best-loved pieces of music in 
the English repertoire. As 
David says of the shepherds 
abiding in the field, ‘sheer 
familiarity can blunt the 
sharp edge of this story’. 


T am. ..7 At the foot of the 
cross / Hard Sayings Tony Kidd, 
Scripture Union £3.99 each 

Each of these gives six simple 
but useful Bible studies for 
individual or group use in 
Lent, with ideas for medita- 
tion and worship. 7 am ...” 
covers Jesus’ sayings in 
John’s Gospel; At the foot of 
the cross looks at our suffer- 
ing in the light of Jesus’ expe- 
riences; Hard Choices helps 
us apply God’s truth to the 
choices of everyday life. 


When they Crucified my Lord, 

Brother Ramon, BRF £6.99 

Christians of all traditions 
who know and love Brother 
Ramon’s writing will be glad 
of this opportunity to 
become a pilgrim with him 
through Lent, reflecting daily 
on the Gospel story and 
drawing insight from the 
experiences of those who 
were there during the first 
Easter. 



In The Gladness of Today: 
Thoughts for The Day, Richard 

Harries, Fount £7.99 

Bishop Richard has collected 
more than 50 of his ‘Thought 
for the Day’ radio talks. As 
he says in the introduction, 
he prepares each talk only 
one day ahead so as to reflect 
the immediacy of current 
news. Yet the insights have a 
timeless quality which seems 
to reflect ‘the sanctity of the 
present moment’. 

Cardinal Hume: A Spiritual 

Companion, Lion £8.99 

Previously unpublished 
reflections and meditations 
by Cardinal Basil Hume, 
who died in June 1999, com- 
piled by Liam Kelly, are com- 
bined with short Bible quotes 
and prayers into daily reflec- 
tions, starting on Ash 
Wednesday and moving 
through the year. 



Awakenings: visions of the after-life 


A series of visions of the after-life experienced by 
Wheatley artist Donald Pass lies at the heart of the 
multi-media production ‘Awakenings’, to take place 
on 10 March at Wheatley Primary School, Little- 
worth Rd and on 11 March at Dorchester Abbey, both 
at 8pm. The production, which is on tour to cathe- 
drals, churches and schools, takes the form of a 
dance performed against the backdrop of Donald's 
paintings, one of which is pictured above, projected 
onto a screen. The choreography is by Katie Layton 
and the specially commissioned music by Marcus 
Davidson. All profits will go the the BBC’s Children 
in Need Appeal. 

Tickets cost £7 and are available from Donald Pass 
(tel. 01865 87377). Donald Pass’ ‘Awakenings’ paint- 
ings will be exhibited at Dorchester Abbey’s mediae- 
val Guest House 11-18 March, 10am • 4.30pm. 


Through the eyes of 
Peter the fisherman 


The lights were dimmed and 
the front of the church was 
bare. A small wooden stool, 
and on a ledge some bread 
and a cup of wine, were the 
only props used by Peter 
Whitbread as he gave a 
poignant performance 
before a hushed audience. 
Within seconds we were 
transported back in time to 
AD 65 and the eve of Peter’s 
execution. Pacing his cell, 
Peter tells of the times he 
spent with Jesus. 

A whole sea of emotions 
were displayed during this 
very dramatic presentation 
of the Bible stories we all 
know so well. As a spectator, 
I found it easy to imagine 
that I was listening to an eye- 
witness account of the 
adventures of this apostle. It 
was all so real, so pertinent 
*to the world today, and 
given with such a moving 
delivery that the audience 
were captivated. 

The performance reached a 
climax with Peter reciting 


the Lord’s Prayer as he walks 
to his execution. He ends the 
prayer and the church door 
slams. It was almost a sin to 
break the spell and applaud, 
but applaud we did. 

Those who get the opportu- 
nity to see this performance 
as Peter Whitbread tours the 
country are in for a treat as 
the Bible comes to life before 
their very eyes. 

David Kinchin, a member of 
the Writers’ Guild who lives in 
Ducklington, Witney 

'I Was There 7 , a fresh look at the 
gospel story through the eyes of 
Peter the fisherman, was present- 
ed on Sunday 30 January at 
Witney Congregational Church. 
Peter Whitbread, who is based in 
Norfolk, is available for book- 
ings: telephone 01263 860545. 



I WAS THERE: 

WRITTEN AND 
PERFORMED BY 
PETER WHIT- 
BREAD 


A vicar’s adventures 


The Revd Moses Margolioth 
was Vicar of Little Linford in 
Bucks from 1877 to 1881. 
He was born a Jew in Poland 
in 1815. After an arranged 
marriage he left his wife and 
child and came to England 
where he became a convert 
to Christianity. He was 
ordained after studying at 
Trinity College, Dublin and 
was offered the living at 
Glasnevin. His wife and 
daughter joined him and a 
son, Charles, was born. 

In 1847 Margolioth set out 
alone on a ‘pilgrimage’, 
which took him eventually 
to Constantinople and 
Jerusalem - a massive expe- 
dition for that time. He then 
worked for many years in 
London parishes. By now he 
was a widower but in 1877 
married again and was pre- 
sented with the living of 
Little Linford. When he died 
suddenly in 1881 the whole 
parish was in mourning. 

His numerous adventures 
and travels make fascinating 


reading. Throughout his life 
he remained proud of his 
Jewish ancestry and worked 
hard for his fellow-Jews. His 
grave has Psalm 17:15 in 
Hebrew on it. The only 
stained glass window above 
the altar in our church was 
erected by his widow in his 
memory. 

He faced many disappoint- 
ments and triumphs. His last 
years at Little Linford were a 
happy finale to a difficult 
and at times heroic life. 


Candida Godber 
Little Linford 

The picture below shows the grave of 
Moses Margolioth in Little Linford 
churchyard where he is buried with his 
second wife Sarah. Until recently the 
grave was covered by a hedge; the rev- 
iewer had to crawl underneath to read 
the inscription. 



MOSES A SHORT 
LIFE OF MOSES 
MARGOLIOTH: 

PETER JONES 

MINERVA 


Local singers in Snakes 
and Ladders musical 


Over 60 people from church- 
es in the Diocese will form 
the choir for the Oxford per- 
formance of Roger Jones’ 
new musical ‘Snakes and 
Ladders’. 

Its theme is how God 
throughout history has been 
putting down ladders to 
humanity so that they can 
rise out of their situations of 
despair. Sometimes they 
slither down snakes in dis- 
obedience; at others they 
climb the ladders of God’s 
grace. The musical starts 
with the snake in the Garden 
of Eden and ends with Jesus’ 
death, the ladder to bring us 
to God. 

Snakes and Ladders, which 
is involving around 4,000 
choir members in its three- 
phase tour of 39 venues 
from Northumberland to 
Cornwall, reaches Oxford 
on 4 April and Milton 
Keynes on 26 November. 
Next year it goes to Israel 
and Canada. 

This is the largest ever tour 


for Birmingham-based 
Roger Jones, pictured below, 
who has already written 15 
lively musicals in which he 
presents Christian truth. 
Formerly a music teacher in 
an inner-city comprehensive, 
he is now involved full-time 
with Christian Music 
Ministries, leading confer- 
ences and workshops. 

Peter Lawrence’s book 
Biblical Snakes , Biblical 
Ladders (Monarch) is on a 
similar theme and would 
make a good Lent book for 
individual or group use. 

‘Snakes and Ladders’ 4 April 
7.30pm Oxford Town Hall. 
Tickets £6 (concessions £6) 
from Linda Lee, tel. 012345 
814780, or on the door 
Tour details 0121 783 3291 



NEED A PERSONAL 
LOAN BUT CAN T 
GET CREDIT? 

Unsecured loans available 
for any purpose from 
£1,000 to £ 15.000. 

We specialise in unsecured loans 
for tenants and home owners. 
Even if you have unsatisfied 
CCJ’s. 

Defaults or discharged 
bankrupts. Self-employed, 
no accounLs or true non status. 
Also car finance available. 

Written quotes available 
Future Net (UK) Financial 
Consultants Ltd 
CALL NOW 0906-553 2006 
Open Mon-Fri 9am-8pm 
Sat 9am-4pm 


HELP! 

Our Natural Organic 
Health Care business 
is exploding!! 

If you would like to 
earn an extra £1500 
or more in a simple 
part/time home based 
business and are 
honest and ethical 
Call Jean 

01993 772626 


HEART-BROKEN? 

Do you feel touched by the 
pain and injustice of our 
wounded and divided 
world? 

The Society of the Sacred 
Heart is a group of women who 
contemplate the world through 
the Heart of Christ and want to 
make a difference. 

Do you feel called to forge a 
new future with us? 

For more information contact: 
Society of the Sacred Heart 
Tel: 020 8876 0380 or email: 
RSCJSW15@aol.com 


Better Income 
& Lifestyle 

“Over 30” 

- ex management, 
redundant, 
self-motivated, 
ambitious 
25-7$k + car etc. 
www.dare-to-soar.com 
0870 - 444-2583 


Norwich Cathedral 


Benedictine Experience 

8 to 15 July, 2000 

An opportunity to share residentially in a 900-year tradition of liturgy, 
study, work and common life. 

Leaders include: Ester de Waal, Bill Franklin, Stephen Platten, Michael Kitchener 
Cost: £400 including full board accommodation 

For details & booking form, please contact: 

Canon Michael Kitchener, The Cathedral Office, 12 The Close, Norwich NR1 4DH 

Tel: 01603 764383 



www.teleeos.com 
Tel: (01295) 816934 


“British business has to embrace the 
internet now, not in a few years time. 
If you don’t see the internet as an 
opportunity, it will be a threat.” 

Tony Blair 




help the homeless 

• We receive no Government or Local Authority 
funding. 

• Hot meals, clothes, showers, medical help, 
housing and welfare advice. 

• Providing care 5 days a week, 51 weeks a year. 

The MANNA SOCIETY 

offers emergency, front-line, Christian help 
to 100-150 homeless people every day! 
All services free! 

DONATIONS URGENTLY REQUIRED 

Please give generously 

(Cheques + RO's made payable to: Manna Society) 
The Administrator, 6 Mellor Street, 

London SE1 3QP Tel/Fax: 0171 357 9363 
• All Donations acknowledged 
The Manna Society depends entirely on donations. 
Thanks for your help! 

Registered Chority No 294691 

f (CUT OUT COUPON) ■; 

\ I enclose a cheque or P.O.for: 

j£10a £20 □ £50 □ Other □ 

[ Name [ 

[ Address ! 





World Church 




Bible translators die 
in African plane crash 


AFRICA AREA DIRECTOR 

of Wycliffe Bible Translators, 
Bob Chapman, and his wife 
Ruth, were killed in the Kenya 
Airways plane crash off the 
Ivory Coast in January. The 
Chapmans had worked for the 
organisation, which has its UK 
office in High Wycombe, since 
1983, principally leading the 
large Bible translation and lit- 
eracy team in Cameroon. The 
General Secretary of the 
Nigerian Bible Society and 
another Nigerian from the 
United Bible Societies were 
also killed in the crash. 

J 

A BUSY PORT IN CANADA 

is now the base for former 
Caversham clergy couple 
Stephen and Christine Rowe 
and their three children: 
Stephen is port chaplain in 
Vancouver for The Missions 
to Seamen. Some years ago 
he worked in Kenya as a vol- 
unteer for this Anglican 
charity, which cares for the 
physical and spiritual wel- 
fare of seafarers in 300 
ports world-wide. 

CHILDREN IN GUATEMALA 

City urgently need help: 
about 1,500 live on the 
streets and hundreds more 
are at risk. The Amersham- 
based charity The Toybox 
offers them a caring home. 
The work is run by Guat- 
emalans, but the charity is - 
for the first time asking peo- 
ple in the UK to help, both 
gap year volunteers and 
longer term house parents. 


The charity ran a ‘Que 
Caramba!’ day in Cookham 
recently, when 7-11 year- 
olds at Holy Trinity were 
given an insight into the 
plight of the street children 
and tried out Latin American 
music, food and clothes (pic- 
ture, page 9). Contact The 
Toybox on 01494 432591. 

THE NEW CANON of a 

Nigerian cathedral lives in 
Oxford: the Revd Dr Chris 
Sugden ( pictured below ; left) 
of the Oxford Centre for 
Mission Studies was made a 
canon at Jos Cathedral in 
January. His wife Elaine 
(below, right) is Consultant 
in Oncology at the Churchill 
Hospital; they are members 
of Eynsham Church. With 
them are Bishop Ben Kwashi 
and his wife Gloria. She and 
Elaine are wearing the robes 
of the Diocesan Women’s 
Guild. 

A RURAL HOSPITAL in 

KwaZulu Natal has Kate 
Grimwade, a member of St 
Michael’s Easthamptead, as 
part of the hard-pressed 
medical team. In the hospi- 
tal, which originated as a 
Lutheran mission and serves 
the Zulu population, 
patients may be two or three 
to a bed. Many have TB and 
about 70% of the TB 
patients are also HIV posi- 
tive; it is thought that HIV 
may reduce South Africa’s 
population by about a quar- 
ter over the next ten years. 



See full story above 




Marc ham's heavenly cafe 


Photographs are by Robin 
Lapwood, Rector of Marcham. 
Cesca Cavender (above left) is 
the Co-ordinator of Marcham’s 
village cafe. If you would like 
her advice on trying out the 
scheme in your area, contact 
her on 01865 820857. 


MANY OF US MEET and 

chat in Marcham Post Office 
as we queue for delicious 
bread or a book of stamps. 
‘Wouldn’t it be great to sit and 
eat together somewhere near?’ 
someone said one day. Yes, we 
have a super pub close by but 
we had something a bit differ- 
ent in mind. 

So five of us from the village 
Baptist and Anglican churches 
got together to pray, knowing 
that when God’s people meet 
together in unity God com- 
mands his blessing. ‘Increase 
the area of your tent,’ he said 
(Isaiah 54). ‘ I will show you 
how.’ And so the vision was 
given. 

The foundation for our ven- 
ture was unity, prayer and 
worship. Once a week we met 
and waited on the Lord to 
hear what he had to say. 


Cesca Cavender writes about the birth of a village cafe 
with a difference. The food is free to show the 
abundance of God's love! 


challenge of personal differ- 
ences, but it’s wonderful get- 
ting to know each other better, 
and then there is that delicious 
food to eat. Isn’t God good? 

The cafe is now open from 
11am - 2pm on Wednesdays, 
catering for village people 
only (we don’t have room for 
others!). Our helpers work 
from 9.30am to 3.30pm and 
the food is brought in by the 
cooks. People tend not to 
come for coffee but arrive for 
lunch: the busiest time is 
11.45am - 1pm. 

Imagine people of all ages 
hurrying towards the hall 
from different parts of the vil- 
lage, chatting happily and car- 
rying cakes and other goodies. 
The ‘waitresses’ sit and chat 
with you. People often swap 
tables between courses to chat 
with others. There is a corner 
where there are books to bor- 
row with a place to sit and 
wait for an empty table. A 
local farmer may pop in with 
a 17 lb joint of hot roast pork 
cooked in his 
Aga. 

The reactions 
of local people 
to the cafe can 
be summed by 
by one person’s 
verdict: ‘An 

excellent 
home-cooked 
meal, served by 
friendly caring people. 

An oasis in a hostile world.’ 
One of our aims is to foster 
deeper friendships through the 
cafe. 

The promise for our Village 
Cafe comes from Zechariah 8: 
12: ‘The seed will grow well, 
the vine will yield its fruit, the 
ground will produce its crops 
and the heavens will drop 
their dew.’ 


In July 1999 we opened the 
Village Cafe for a, whole week 
in the local hall and 
asked people what they 
would like and when. 
In September we began 
to open regularly once 
a week from 10.30am 
to 2.30pm, serving home- 
made soup, gammon from 
the bone or other large 
joints, baked potatoes, cauli- 
flower cheese and salads, 
amazing puds like banoffi pie 
or jam rolypoly (just like 
mother used to make), proper 
coffee and home-made cakes. 

Offers of help came from 
many people who enjoy cook- 
ing and others who wanted to 
give us fruit and vegetables 
from their gardens. The 
Environmental Health Officer 
was a great help in advising us 
on the health and safety regu- 
lations. The number of people 
in the village who came to eat 
there rose to 80 or more. 

Apart from the informal 
way it began, our Village Cafe 
differs in another 


very important 
way. All the food 
we offer is free! 

God after all 
gives us his love - 
free. ‘Freely you 
have received, 
freely give.’ We 
do have a dona- 
tion tin and we 
always have enough to cover 
the price of the food plus a bit 
extra to buy equipment as the 
need arises. 

Our aim is to serve God in 
our village by showing his 
hospitality. After all, how can 
we love God whom we have 
not seen if we don’t love peo- 
ple whom we have seen (1 
John 4:20)? It’s also great fun 
to be part of the team. It’s jolly 
hard work, and there is the 




MEET NEW PEOPLE 
MAKE NEW F PI ENOS! 


This year really get your social life going! If you’re 
30-55, meet hundreds of new people and make new 
friends at these terrific party nights! 

fEVERY FRIPAYH 

At Bird Hills (Hawthorn Hill) Golf Club, Baronial Hall, 
Drift Road, off Hawthorn Hill (A330) between 
BRACKNELL & MAIDENHEAD, 8.30pm-1 2.30am 

EVERY FRIDAY 

Pressed Steel Social Club, Bridge End Road, Stratton 
St Margaret, SWINDON, 8pm-11.30pm 

[ EVERY FRIDAY 

The Watermill, Miller Suite, Reigate Road (A25), 
DORKING, 8.30pm-1am. Finger buffet included too! 

EVERY SATURDAY 

Quality Hotel, Oxford Suite, Oxford Road (A329), 
READING, 8.30pm-1am 

fEVERY SUNDAY 

Posthouse Hotel, Lansdowne Suite, Handy Cross 
Roundabout, HIGH WYCOMBE, 8.30pm-midnight 

fEVERY SUND AY 

Hilton Hotel, Winchester Suite, Old Common Road, 
Black Dam, BASINGSTOKE, 8pm-11.30pm 

FORTNIGHTLY ON FRIDAYS 

Fridays 18th February plus 3rd, 17th & 31st March, etc. 

At Thame Football Club, Function Suite, Windill Road, 
THAME, 8.30pm-midnight 

FORTNIGHTLY ON FRIDAYS 

Fridays 25th February plus 10th & 24th March, etc. 
Princes Risborough Golf Club, Lee Road, Saunderton 
Lee, off A401Q. nr Princes Risboro’. 8.30Dm-midniaht 


*Top DJ playing music from now and yesteryear 
* Terrific raffle included in admission price! 

Enquiries/directions: 01344 872 838 

Smart dress only: No jeans, trainers, etc. ROAR 


Competitive prices 
Dress making (Ladies & Gents) 

Repairs 

Curtaining/alterations 
& make ups 
Pick up & deliver 
service 

Tel: 61865 728659 0 



Coleg 

Ifrefeca 

Walking in the 
Beacons 
Apr 28 - May 1 

£76 

Pentecost Retreat 
Jun 9-11 

£52.50 

Coleg Trefeca (DP), 
Brecon, Powys, LD3 0PP 
Tel: 01874 711423, 
email: trefeca@surfaid.org 


CHRISTIAN 

SINGLES 

Special information centre 
for Christians on their own. 

New friends. 100 local 
groups nationwide. Holidays. 
Weekend house parties. 
Penfriendship. Marriage 
possibilities. 20s and 30s 
national network. Spiritual 
retreats. Thousands of 
members. Established 1976. 
Reg Charity no 327940 

CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP 
FELLOWSHIP 
Dept. A202 Bawtry Hall, 
Doncaster DN10 6JH 

Tel: 01302 711007 (24 boars) 
E-mail : cff@lineone.net 


Pattern for life 

Mark 1:32-39 

Lent finally arrives on 8 March; 
better late than never And once 
again Christians will ask them- 
selves how they should observe 
it. Giving up chocolate or soap 
operas for six weeks seems a 
rather superficial approach to 
the challenge of faith in the hec- 
tic, demoralising world of 
today. 

Charles Handy, in a splendid 
‘Thought for the Day 5 on the 
radio last month, spoke of 
‘putting a comma in my day’. 
Lent, I think, invites me to put 
a comma in my life. 

In this, as in so much, Jesus is 
our example. This passage, 
towards the end of the breath- 
lessly eventful first chapter of 
Mark’s Gospel, shows how he 
set about doing it. From verse 
21 (‘they went to Capernaum, 
and when the Sabbath came...’) 



by David Winter 


THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 


to verse 34 it is unremitting 
activity. The people are taught 
in the synagogue, an evil spirit 
is exorcised, Simon’s mother- 
in-law is delivered from a fever 
and a large crowd at the end of 
the day sought - and received - 
healing. And that’s just day 
one! 


Canon David Winter has recently 
retired to Clifton Hampden, near 
Abingdon. He was formerly Head of 
BBC Religious Broadcasting, and is 
author of many books including the 
Lent book Forty Days with the 
Messiah (BRF) mentioned 
on page 19. 


A good long night’s rest seems 
required, but ‘very early in the 
morning Jesus got up, left the 
house and went to a solitary 
place to pray’. In the excite- 
ment of a new ministry, ankle- 
deep in human need, the Son of 
God turned to his Father in 
prayer - too busy not to pray. 
With quiet determination (and 
despie the incomprehension of 
his disciples) Jesus ‘put a 
comma in his day’. Only when 
that had been done did he 
resume his demanding work, 
travelling ‘throughout Galilee’, 
preaching and healing. 

It is the divine pattern for life: 
work, rest, renewal, work - the 
Sabbath principle written right 
across the routine of a busy life. 
And Lent is there to remind us 
of the need for that ‘comma’, a 
Sabbath in the barrenness of 
mere activity and a key to real- 
ly fruitful work. 









